'SUPER SHOOTOUT SPECTACULAR:

- FORGET WHAT YOU'VE HEARD— WE PICK THE REAL WINNERS!
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YZ125,
CAGIVA 125,
RM125

e
KTM 495,

HUSKY 500,
M-STAR 500

| HOW TO PASS...IN BLINDING DUST... WITH
| MAX TRACTION . AND NOT BE AFRAID!!




Tom Strattman

DUST BUSTERS HONDA XR500

WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine is poten-
tially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our photos are
experienced experts or professionals. Do not attempt to duplicate
any stunts that are beyond your own capabilities. Always wear
the appropriate safety gear.
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ON THE COVER:—We've packed the pages with head-to-head shootouts this month. On top
are six charged 125s going for the throat, and lower on the page are a half dozen of the fastest
motocrossers in the world. Photos by Clipper and Webb; awesome separation by Valley Film.
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he Honda XR500 is in a rather odd po-

sition: Everybody is firing at it. The
claims fly: ‘““Our bike is faster than the
XR.” “Our bike is 25 pounds lighter than
the Honda 500.” ¢‘Our big four-stroke has
a whole lot more low-end punch than the
XR, and the suspension is better, too.”’

Why are all these people attacking the
poor XR without the merest hint of mer-
cy? It’s because the XR500 is the standard
of four-strokes. It’s what the others are
shooting at. Or for.

It’s a target; a big, red, vulnerable target
that everyone else wants to shoot holes in.
And under the rules of competition in the
marketplace (no rules whatever, to be exact),
the XRS500 is fair game. Let’s take a look
at what’s causing all this furor.

HOLDING PATTERN

Honda went all out on part of the XR
lineup for 1984. A completely revitalized 200
and an all-new 250 can certainly be consider-
ed highlights of their four-stroke parade.
The XR500, on the other hand, received no
new handouts, gimmicks or items. It had
proved itself as a salable and easy-to-ride
machine, and was just about right for the
thumping enthusiast. Smart, ridable power,
ballpark suspension, and middle-of-the-road
habits made it a popular bike.

Big changes don’t make a bike better.
With that in mind, we coaxed a big XR out
of Honda to evaluate, or re-evaluate, its
merits. We already knew that it will not give
Team Husky grief on the enduro circuit or
smoke Ricky Johnson at a four-stroke Na-
tional, but it will hold its own down in Ba-
ja or on those long trail rides, or when sim-
ply busting brush in the hills. This is the
XR’s niche.

WORKHORSE IN DISGUISE

You could say that the 500 motor is a real
mule. It makes its power fairly early, car-
ries into a decent mid-range, and then revs
out in a broad and usable fashion. It’s not
a stump-puller like the TT600, but it has
enough power to keep you going in the
slowest and ugliest of terrain.

The entire performance of the 500 is
broad in nature. You can short-shift, rev,
plonk or lug the engine, all with reasonable
results. Its strength is its adaptability to rider
input. An expert can rev it to the moon; an
enduro rider can lug and use the torque; and
a novice can concentrate on maintaining for-
ward momentum.

On the less positive side is the transmis-
sion. Moving through the five speeds is done
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DB test rider Steve Schmitz catches some
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reluctantly at best. Forget shifting under
power; it refuses. We put some Kal-Gard
Engine Gard in the oil, and after a couple
hundred miles the trans loosened up—al-
most as good as a worn-out Yamaha.

Starting Big Red takes a particular rou-
tine. Turn on the choke, never touch the
throttle, and kick. Get your hand near the
throttle and it’s doom. Once the engine is
hot, this routine works about 50 percent of
the time. The other 50 percent it lights off
when it wants to.

Honda has dialed in the jetting almost to
a T, but the 500 still suffers from that pain-
ful, nagging glitch right off the bottom.
When the bike is being chugged at low rpm
and the throttle is slammed open, it stum-
bles, then reacts.

TINY DANCER...AHHHH, NO

At 275.5 pounds (measured on the pro-
testing DB scales) the Honda can’t be con-
sidered your basic fun-to-flick machine.
Working tight woods or uphill switchbacks
takes some serious muscle, and some riders
have been known to shed six to eight pounds
during a day’s ride.

Compounding the mass of the machine
is a nice-looking but ineffective saddle and
tank arrangement. The wide tank is nestled
to a huge tongue on the saddle that defies
the human body. If you’re tall and skinny
it’s no problem, but 90 percent of the peo-
ple will have to deal with the obstruction.
It pushes you back on the saddle, as oppos-
ed to the preferred up-on-the-tank style.

Working trails and fire roads won’t tax

high-speed air on the hefty XR500. For slower
going, the suspension is plush; faster and/or

_ heavier riders will need the optional heavy

- spring. . “ .






the bike’s suspension, but it does show off
the suppleness. In this environment, the
forks and rear end handle things just fine.
You can ride the XR all weekend and experi-
ence very little fatigue.

Once you get into testy terrain, a few
nervous habits surface. Whoops and bumps
cause an allergic reaction that borders on
scary. The rear end will take the first few
bumps just fine, then quite suddenly it
lurches and moans, ending with a harsh bot-
toming that sends the tail section into anoth-
er time zone altogether. Even continued dos-
es of throttle won’t straighten it out. Back-
ing off is the only safe answer.

A super-short wheelbase (56.1 inches) is
one of the reasons for the weirdness, as is
the less-than-tolerant rear suspension. In-
stalling a stiffer spring helps, but then it be-
comes harsh on the small bumps. The only
reasonable alternative is a change in the
shock and Pro-Link linkage system. Maybe
in ’85?

PARTS AND PARTICLES

Give an A-plus to the all-time killer excel-
lento front brake. It’s progressive, not too
intense, waterproof, and plain boss. The
rear unit, on the other hand, is semi-wimpy
and loses its efficiency with prolonged water
use. Consider it painfully average.

Although the throttle is a dual cable mod-
el, its action is moderately easy. So is the
clutch action; it feels more like a 125 moto-
crosser than a big four-stroke. Those neat
little brush guards on the front levers are de-
luxe but will break if you fall on them.

The 17-inch rear wheel seems to work
okay, but it is tough to find good rubber for
it. A slotted swingarm makes a nice, quick
detachable rear wheel, and the snail cam ad-
justers make for quick chain adjustment.
The chain itself is a strong O-ring model
that’s perfect for mud running.

Honda changed the material on the chain
guide to make it more unbreakable than be-
fore. Also, they are using a denser material
for the cushion under the tank so that it
won’t flatten.

That big tank holds a lot of gas, and you
can go at least 70 miles when she’s full. We
actually got an 82-mile loop out of ours dur-
ing testing.

THE SHOOTING GALLERY

While the Honda may not be the most
brilliant four-stroke, the fastest or the light-
est, it’s still the main target of the competi-
tion. The package is aimed at the masses,
not the expert. It’s a little heavy and the sus-
pension is somewhat ordinary, but the bulk
of the bike is right. Your average rider can
hop aboard and have an entire weekend of
riding fun. The competition keeps firing
away at the XR, but they haven’t shot it
down yet. Hopefully, Honda will reload for
’85 and return the fire. []
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Trailing the Honda shows off the versatile motor and the made-for-the-masses chassis.

Shifting is too notchy for our likes, and a Weight Watchers’ diet plan would help too!

Engine type. .. .Air cooled, SOHC, 4-valve, 4-stroke
Bore and stroke 92mm x 75mm
Displacement

Carburetion

Factory jetting:

Needle jet

Jet needle

Pilot jet

Slide number
Fuel tank capacity
Lubrication
Gearbox ratios:

12 L (3.2 gals.)
Wet sump

Gearing, front/rear
Ignition

HONDA XR500R

Recommended spark plug
Silencer/spark arrester
Wheelbase

Ground clearance

Seat height

Rake/trail

Wet weight, no fuel

Tire size and type:

Eront. il aiin ol S
Redr i iee

Suspension, travel:

Intended use. .

Country of origin

Retail price, approx

Distributor:
American Honda Motor Co.
100 W. Alondra Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90247

DPRBEA-9

1425mm (56.1 in.)
338mm (13.3 in.)
950mm (37.4 in.)
25.5°/114mm (4.5 in.)
275.5 Ibs.

...3.00x21 6PR IRC
L. 0510 171 6PRIIRC

280mm (11.0 in.)
280mm (11.0 in.)
Enduro, off-road

-



PROFILES

Flying low with th‘s‘g‘ Baja

Although Al is known for his Baja prow-
ess, he does campaign as many National
enduros as possible. Here he’s seen at

- the Quicksilver run in Northern California.

1 Baker has been on top of the off-road
world for many years. Starting in the

late ’60s, in ISDE competition, motocross
 and desert racing he has, as they say, done
it all. He works with Honda of Japan on
the development of its XR lineup and has
been campaigning an XR500 in the Baja
events. We found Al at his ranch in Hesper-
ia, California, taking a break from testing.

into racing the high-speed Baja races?

don’t just get on a bike and hang it wide
open. You’re going to lose it, or the bike
(is. A lot of it has to do with knowing your
_ motorcycle and listening to the motor. You
have to know when it’s going to come apart.
You know that when it starts slowing down,
there’s extra friction going on inside. Or if
it starts overrevving on you, it’s getting lean.
~ So it’s really important to listen to the motor
' to keep it happy for long, high-speed sec-
tions. Just like roadracers, it’s all mental,
keeping the concentration necessary to deal
with what your motor is telling you. It’s not
all wide open and hang it out.

I like to learn the Baja course. The night
before the race I sleep on it and transmit the
entire course through my head to know how
I want to run the race, what’s going to hap-
pen and how I’ll deal with it. So, when I’'m

| going fast, ’m sort of mentally prepared.
I already know what’s going to happen. It’s
automatic.

DB: How much mental preparation goes

Baker: It’s all mental preparation. You

ommander

Al Baker now works for Honda of Japan
in the development of its XR lineup. This
photo is a few years old, but Al still has
the smile, add a few wrinkles.

DB: How important is pre-running the
Baja courses?

Baker: A lot of guys pre-run to find
shortcuts. I do it to find out how fast my
bike is, how to set up the suspension so it
has enough travel so the ride is plush in the
rough areas but firm enough for the high
speeds. Gas mileage is also critical. You
don’t want to run with a full tank all the
time. We try to estimate how far our bike
can go in each section on a certain amount
of gas. Gas mileage is that important.

DB: Are the Hondas you run super-trick-
ed-out machines?

Baker: The last couple of years, our bikes
(Honda XR500s) have been nearly stock.
It’s almost better to run stock. Once you
start running different pistons and cams and
stuff, your bike may be faster, but the items
haven’t been durability tested. I’ll always
sacrifice some power for a bike that won i
blow.

In the last Baja 1000, our bike was pull-
ing an actual 105 mph. The year before, I
think we got an honest 95 mph, no more.
Our bike is identical to the 500 Husky on

the top end. We always thought the four-

strokes were an advantage down there for
holding high speeds for a longer time. But
in the last one, Dan Smith was about 200
yards behind me as we entered a 14-mile dry
lake. At the end of the dry lake, I turned
back and looked, and I hadn’t pulled him
an inch! [
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410-18 K138HT Griffin Fupll Face.... $29.99 (8)
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- $24.99 (10) flSafety Seat.......... $26.99(3)
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$36.99 (17) §iSide Covers .. 527 98 pr.(4)

JERSEYS

$17.99 (10)

Childs
Hi-Point Vented
Adults...oidn $17.99 (2)

PANTS

Cy-Am Nylon -Leather

$69.99(3)
Ceet Nylon-Leather
$79.99(3)

Hi-Point “'84"" Childs
$69.99(3)
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GAS TANKS

FOR FREE CATALOG CR250 ‘83 3% gal.
-WRITE- CR250 ‘84 3.7 gal

4 4 gal. $TQ99
Chaparral Dept. DB-10 $;2§g :g 3‘/g°ga| 79(8)
Box 531 Colton. CA 92324

YZ490 ‘83 4 gal.
Chaparral Warehouse
889 W. MILL ST., SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92410

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS!

== M.F8to7 e SAT.9t059SUN. 1004

C.0.D. Sale ends with publication of next issue.
The () found  Some items subject to stock availability.
behind the price is  Allprices plus shipping and C.0.D. fee. Not
theshipping weight.  responsible for typographical errors.
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