


OPEN-CILASS SPECIAL

THE THUMPETTES

Suzuki DR350 vs. Husky 350WXE

Rarely do we go through such extreme
phases in a test. The Suzuki and the
Husky 350 thumpers did it to us, though.
They made us moody.

Before we swung a leg over the first
bike, we thought we knew the outcome of
the test. The Husky would win, and that
was that. Our only job would be to deter-
mine whether or not the Husky was worth
$1000 more than the Suzuki.

That was Phase #1. Phase #2 came
when we took the bikes on a casual play
ride. All of a sudden the outcome didn’t
seem so clear; it became a toe-to-toe battle
to see which bike would win, regardless of
price. The Suzuki really surprised us.
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Then came Phase #3. That was when
we took the bikes out and rode them for
all they were worth. We raced them,
thrashed them and whipped them. Anoth-
er mood change resulted. Actually, we re-
verted to mood number one—but we
were a little less certain.

EVOLUTION & LACK THEREOF

Back in ’89, Suzuki reinvented the mid-
dleweight thumper class. The DR350
came out, Suzuki sold a jillion of them,
then proceeded to enjoy-success and do

nothing for three years. Now the Suzuki is

back for a fourth year and is completely
and totally unchanged. Aside from graph-
ics, the 93 DR is identical to the 89 DR.

When it comes to racing, the Husky is
lighter, faster and more stable than the
DR. It’s a matter of knowing what you
want to use the bike for.

In the meantime, Husqvarna saw Suzu-
ki’s success and came out with its own
350. That first Husky 350 was a little
crude but, unlike Suzuki, Husgvama has
changed the bike every year. making it a
little better all the time.

Husqvarna has the advantage of havi
more money to work with. Virtually all of
the parts that go into making the Husky
are of higher quality (more expensive)
than those of the Suzuki. It has a Showa
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cartridge upside-down fork, while the Su-
zuki has an old-fashioned, non-cartridge,
conventional fork. The Husky has a first-
rate, fully adjustable Showa shock; the
Suzuki has a cheaply made Kayaba. The
Husky is liquid-cooled and has a barrage
of expensive things like aluminum han-
dlebars, twin aluminum mufflers, Met-
zeler tires and even thick inner tubes. The
Suzuki isn’t and doesn’t.

So imagine our surprise when we first
rode the two bikes and realized that we
liked the Suzuki better.

The Suzuki is four pounds heavier than
the Husky, but feels 50 pounds lighter at
first. It’s a much smaller bike and has
faster steering, plus the engine is super-
torquey and quick-revving. In contrast,
the Husky is slow-revving, slow-steering
and very large in physical size. When you
get off the Suzuki and get on the Husky,
it feels like you are suddenly encased in
molasses. Everything happens slower.
The motor tediously gains revs, but has
no hit or burst of power anywhere along
the way. The handling is anything but
twitchy. Even the suspension felt no bet-
ter on the Husky, because the fork was
set up surprisingly soft.

On the first ride, the Suzuki was more
fun. With its better throttle response and
more agile handling, it produced a smile
on every face; the Husky, on the other
hand, was the disappointing victim of
overly high expectations.

DOWN TO BUSINESS

Okay, the break-in ride was over.
When it was time to do the real testing,
we made some quick discoveries. First,
the Husky is, indeed, more powerful
than the Suzuki. It doesn’t feel more
powerful, but it is. The Suzuki has a
strong initial snap of power that makes it
easy to lift the front wheel at any given
time. The Husky doesn’t make any pow-
er at low rpm, but revs much higher than
the Suzuki. Ask any drag racer or engine
builder: Higher revs mean more horse-
power and quicker acceleration. The
Suzuki’s torque might be better right off
the bat, but it signs off while the Husky
wheelies away.

Discovery #2 was that the Husky’s
fork was easily made better. We went
from the stock seven clicks out on the
compression damping to four clicks out
and the fork was transformed from a bot-
toming, wallowing mushpot to a good-
working suspension unit. Those clicks do
something —what a concept.
Unfortunately, the Suzuki was as good as
it was going to get, which wasn’t very. It
was soft, springy and inconsistent. Both
forks have a very unusual feature:
adjustable preload. We have absolutely
no doubt that pretty soon all bikes will
have this type of setup, but it wasn’t very
useful in either case here. We set them
both at maximum preload and forgot
about them.

Engine type
Displacement.....
Bore and stroke..
Carburetion..........
Fuel tank capacity
[eLET e
Lighting coi
EPA-legal S
Spark arrester ........

Running weight w/no fuel

Wheelbase ..

Rake/trail . e

Ground clearance

Seat height

Tire size and type:
Front...

Country of origin .

Suggested retail price ............
Distributor/manufacturer .

.25gal. (9.2L)...

SUZUKI DR350

.....Four-valve, air-cooled four-stroke...
e SAACEL T T oo
.79.0mm x 71.2mm

3mm Mikuni.

N/A ..

.12.0" (762mm)....

36.2" (305mm)..

..80/100-21 Bridgestone ED1

110, 18 Bridgestone ED12..

.Kayaba, adj. preload, compression damping, ....

11.0" (279mm) travel
Kayaba piggyback, adj. preload/comp./
11.0" (279mm) travel

..Am

P.O. Box 1100
Brea, CA 92621; (714) 996-7040

HUSQVARNA 350 WXE

.....Four-valve, liquid-cooled four-stroke
.349cc

84 0mmx64.0mm

.......34mm Dellorto
...24 gal. (9.0)

21 Metzeler MXR1
18 Metzeler Multi

30
45

T
0=

Showa inverted, ad
reb., 12.0" (305mm

...Showa alum. p

reb./comp., 12




Cliff Cook and Jimmy Lewis explore a river bottom. In the putt-and-explore mode, the
DR is hard to beat.

In the rear end, the Husky is better than
the Suzuki, but we kind of expected that
all along. The Suzuki certainly isn’t bad,
but feels too short and will start hopping
from side to side in a long series of
whoops. The Husky will do this too, but
with more warning and not as severely.

It wasn’t until we started going really
fast, pushing the bikes and our own capa-
bilities to the limits, that we began to ap-

preciate the Husky’s handling traits. In a
rocky sand wash, the Suzuki deflected ea-
sily while the Husky stayed on course.
On tight, narrow trails, it was more of a
toss-up. The Husky’s slow handling just
took a little more getting used to. You
would have to set up for turns a little ear-
lier and get on the gas sooner. The Suzuki
required virtually no acclimation.
Everyone felt comfortable right off the
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bat, even if they had been riding the
Husky all day.
ABOUT THE LITTLE STUFF

The Husky does have a lot of nice little
features, but it has just as many weird
quirks. The kickstarter has a great auto-
matic decompression device that means
you don’t have to get the bike at top dead
center or anything like that before you
kick; you just kick. The problem is that
the lever is mounted way too high for
anyone with short legs to even have a
chance of reaching it. Then the kickstart
lever doesn’t always return; sometimes it
just stays down. Husky dealer George Erl
tells us that this will go away once the
bike is ridden for a few months. The Su-
zuki requires a long, drawn-out starting
procedure, and then might not start any-
way.

The brakes on both bikes are pretty
good. Surprisingly, the Suzuki’s might
be a little better. The Suzuki’s big steel
muffler looks really ugly, but experi-
mentation has proven to us that it’s well
designed. We have tried a lot of pipes
that are louder and make less power.
The Husky’s twin-pipe system is pretty,
but heavy. If you put on an aftermarket
pipe like the one from Up-Tite ([714]
540-2920), you can save about eight
pounds. Of course, the bike gets louder,

BMWs,
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91 Nln]a ZX6-.-------------
87 Honda Hurricane.. $250
90 Suzuki Katana...... $250
86 Suzuki Quad.........$1 00
Suzukis, Hondas,
Also Cars, Trucks, 4x4s, Trailers.
Choose from thousands starting $100!

R EEE Information!

24 Hr. Recording Reveals Giveaway Prices.

(801) 379-2930 ey riaht # CA45AACX

Harleys.

YAMAHA

TSE

PISTON KITS

YZ80 81 thru 87
YZ80 88 thru 92........
YZ125 81 thru 83..
YZ125 84 thru 88.
Y2125 89.and 90...
Y2125 91 and 92
Y2500 8tand BN N S
Y2250 83
Y2250 84 thru 90......
YZ & WR 250 91 and 92.
YZ490 & WR500 ALL...........
CRANK REBUILD KITS
YZ80 81 thru 92... :
Y2125 81 thru 84...
YZ125 85 thru 88..
NZ125: BBINRI 9205 v i b
Y2250 81and 82
Y7250 83 thru 88......
YZ & WR250 89 thru 2.
YZ490 & WR500 ALL...

BEARINGS, GASKETS, SEALS CLUTCM PLATES FENDERS,
NUMBER PANELS- ALL FACTORY ORIGINAL PARTS
HUGE INVENTORYe HUGE DISCOUNTS

CYCLES&SOUND

Your Motorcycle is your catalog
Service manuals/ parts microfiche in stock
9 AM- 6 PM Monday thru Friday EST
9 AM- 4 PM Saturday EST
AMEX, VISA, M/C, DISCOVER, C.0.D. Okay

onoers onty : 1-800-842-2128

mroamanon oncy - 1-201-827-6677
24 HOUR FAX: 1-201-827-4242
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When it comes to modifying these two
bikes, we have learned two very different
lessons. In the Suzuki’s case, don’t do it.
Every time we ride a DR that makes a lot
of power, it blows up a week later. With a
little jetting, and maybe some holes in the
airbox, you can get some more power,
but don’t go beyond that. Cycle Gear
([415] 236-7384) can give you some
good advice. In the Husky’s case, the
bike can be made to work much better.
The suspension can be made to work very
well with a little bit of valving and the
engine was originally designed to handle
610cc of power, so you know it can be
pumped up.

If it sounds like neither of these bikes
is perfect, then you are getting the right
picture. The Suzuki is excellent as a play
bike, which is all it was designed to be in
the first place. Never mind that Suzuki
has hired riders to race the machine; even
those guys will admit to the machine’s
shortcomings. It’s not a race bike, but it is
a lot of fun.

The Husky, on the other hand, isn’t
much fun, but it is effective, and with a
little attention it can win anything from a
National enduro to a—dare we say it?—
motocross, at least at the Novice/Interme-
diate level. If you are a facer, the Husky
is worth the extra money.

If you are not, it’s not. 1

@g BLACKWATER 100 -

KW 4 TRILOGY
d & ¥

It's the newest Blackwater 100init's
purest form. This high quality video
production features #1 Scott Sum-
mers as he goes head - to -head with
#1 enduro champ Jeff Russell. Vol.
3,1992. $34.95 + $4p/h Presented
by TP Tire and Honda.

1991 AMA OUTDOOR
NATIONALS REVIEW
VIDEO

This two - hour,video motocross
extravaganza features the greatest
motocross pros in a video that
highlights all the 1991 races. Indi-
vidual races from 1991 are also

available on video by calling 1-
714-362-8311. This is a must own
video. $39.95 + $4 p/h

OTHER VIDEOS NOW AVAILABLE

$34.95 + $4p/h each

* Blackwater 100 - Revisited,91 ¢ Blackwater
100 - The Video, 90 * Mud Wars (Blackwater) ®
Rick Johnson's Profile of Champion * Rick
Johnson's Motovation « World's Greatest
Supercross Races,1988 * Riding Motocross
Glover Style » 1990 Outdoor National Review *
Throttle to The Gold - SX Review 1990

FLIGHT TO THE FINISH -
91 SUPERCROSS REVIEW
This video sets the stage for the Top
quns of Supercross as they clash in
stadiums across the US to claim the
coveted #1 plate. Features the hard-
est riding, gut busting battles ever
seen in Supercross. Stars Jean -
Michel Bayle, Jeff Stanton and
Damon Bradshaw in this hard to find
classic. $34.94 + $4 p/h.

THE MATAZATTACK
VIDEO - I'M NO CHICKEN

This classic video features some

highflying riding and good insights
F  into becoming a better motocross
4 rider. $34.95+ 84 p/h

VIDEO PACKAGE DEALS

« BUY TWO TAPES SEND $70.90 INCLUDES P/H
» BUY THREE TAPES SEND $95.60 INCLUDES P/H
* BUY FOUR TAPES SEND $125.95 INCLUDES P/H
* BUY FIVE TAPES SEND $145.95 INCLUDES P/H

PLEASE SPECIFY TAPES YOU WANT!!

card number & expiration date to:

postage. Call or write for more information.

To order send your name, address, area code and phone number with your check, money order, or credit

Motovideo, P.O. Box 6342, Laguna Niquel, CA 92607. Or call 714-362-8311 to use Visa, MC, AMEX, or
Discover Card. Foreign orders add $15.00 per tape for PAL format and $10.00 per order for additional

CALL 24 HRS. 714-362-8311

Train at Home to Be a Motorcycle Mechanic

If you like to ride a cycle for fun...learn how to fix it for
profit! Can you imagine a better way to earn your living,
whether you choose to work in a cycle shop for some-
one else or decide to start your own cycle repair busi-
ness? Now, thanks to International Correspondence
Schools, there's a fast, easy way to get training at home
in your spare time. No need to quit school or your job.
Experts show you step by step everything from minor
tune-ups to major overhauls.

T598

SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR
925 Oak Stregt, Dept. AEF033S, Scranton, PA 18515

= Rush free color brochure and full information on how

| can learn motorcycle repair at home in my spare
time. No salesman will visit
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CHEAP! FBI/U.S. SEIZED
$300

‘91 Ninja ZX6.ocooeaoaoooo.
Honda Hurricane.$250
‘90 Suzuki Katana...... 3250
‘86 Suzuki OQuad........$100
BMWSs, Suzukis, Hondas, Harleys,
PLUS--Cars, Trucks, 4x4s, and Trailers!
Choose from thousands starting $100!

FRELE Information! 24 Hour Recording
Reveals GIVEAWAY PRICES!!
Copyright # CA45AACD (801) 379-2930
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