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93 ATK PATRIOT

Riding the great American hope

By the DIRT BIKE staff

f races were won based on nothing oth-

er than effort, ATK would win every-
thing in sight. Consider how hard the
guys there must work. They are using a
motor that was designed in the ’70s and
making it competitive with the latest
computer-designed stuff from Japan.
They constantly experiment with alter-
nate designs and ground-breaking things
like fuel injection. They always seem to
come up with new ideas and designs just
to be different—and they are doing all
this in a tiny factory with a work force
smaller than that of the average fast-food
restaurant.

We got to sample the latest handiwork
from the guys at ATK for a brief pre-
view at Glen Helen Raceway. The new
bike is called the Patriot, and it’s a vari-
ation of the company’s Rotax-powered
406 two-stroke. While the new model
might not look that different, it repre-
sents some of the biggest changes that
the bike has gone through since it was
first designed. First of all, the frame is
new. The differences are subtle, but
noticeable. The steering head angle is
steeper, going from about 27.5 degrees
to 26.5. It seems that in the past, no one
at the company really knew what the
steering head angle was. In fact, it would
72 DIRT BIKE / JUNE 1992

vary from bike to bike, so it was rare
when any two ATKs handled exactly the
same. New measures have been taken to
ensure more consistent quality on the as-
sembly line, and the new frame is de-
signed to turn much easier.

The new chassis also has a slightly re-
positioned rear shock that is about a half-
inch longer than that of the old bike. The
most interesting new feature about the
bike is that it now has three brakes. How
do you put three brakes on a vehicle with
only two wheels? You put two brakes on
the rear. The controversial countershaft
brake still is mounted outboard of the en-
gine’s front sprocket, but now it has been
supplemented by a miniature rear-wheel
disc brake. This might seem odd, but
there are several good reasons for this
approach. ATK spent a lot of time and
money working bugs out of the original
countershaft brake. Eventually the brake
became good enough, but by that time
the Japanese had progressed to a new
level of braking and the performance of
the countershaft rear brake was obsolete.
With the addition of another caliper to
the rear, performance was elevated to a
modern level, and the ATK still has
much less unsprung weight on the
swingarm, because the additional caliper

This is a classic case of Jimmy Lewis ver-
sus the ATK Patriot versus gravity.
Gravity won.»™

and disc are so small. Also, the heat gen-
erated by each brake is cut in half, and
the FIM, which had an odd rule against
the countershaft rear brakes, now is hap-
py, so the ATK can be raced in a GP
legally.

Another interesting change on the
ATK is the American-made set of
wheels. In the past, ATK has purchased
wheels, along with triple clamps, han-
dlebars and seat bases, from KTM in
Austria. With all the recent manage-
ment changes in KTM, parts supply has
been inconsistent, so ATK is in the pro-
cess of becoming less dependent. The
first step is a rear hub machined out of
billet aluminum. The hub is laced with
Buchanan spokes to a Sun rim. All that
stuff is very expensive, but the finished
product is beautiful and should be very
strong.

As for the rest of the bike, it’s very
much like the *92 ATK. It still has its air
filter mounted up by the left side of the
gas tank. Last year the snorkel leading to
the filter got larger, as did the filter itself
—and every year the White Power sus-
pension gets revalved.






1993 ATK

i k
In an effort to get even more of the bike
manufactured in the U.S., ATK has begun
to make its own hubs and laced them up
to Sun rims.

Jimmy Lewis gets loose and weird. Well,
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How do yod get three brakés on vehcle with 6niy two wheels?

Leave it to ATK.

The prototype bike that we rode
didn’t yet have the final expansion
chamber. Instead, it had a rough modifi-
cation of a ’92 pipe that didn’t work
well at all. With the steeper steering
head angle, the front wheel would hit the
old pipe when the suspension bottomed,
so a new one still has to be made at this
point. In our time on the machine,
though, we did note that it was very
agile-feeling. In the past we have com-
plained that the bikes only turned well in
attack mode—when the rider was being

. The ATK motor once again gets through another year with no
1 real changes. Since the Americans at ATK are at the mercy of

the engine builders at Rotax in Austria, they have little to say

about updating the 406 powerplant. Maybe next year.

completely aggressive and the throttle
was open. The new machine is more for-
giving of less-than-superhuman levels of
riding and the new brake is, in fact, as
strong as anything from Japan.
Unfortunately, the front brake is still
behind the times.

As with every ATK we have ever ridden,
we were happy with the suspension. It
seems that no one else has quite figured out
how to make the White Power stuff work so
well. The bike we rode actually was set up
for desert racing, but worked well on Glen

Helen’s square-edged holes and bumps.

It’s a shame that the bike wasn’t entire-
ly finished when we rode it. We’re anx-
ious to try it once the proper pipe is in
place. The engine has always been the
weakest part of ATK’s package, at least
on the two-stroke. If the finished product
has at least as much power as a ’92 ATK
406, though, the overall package will be a
good, lightweight Open-class alternative.
ATK is a company that prides itself on
being different. Its bikes are for people
who feel the same way. (1
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