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KAWASAKI KX80
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Fast, violent and scary

4 0 KAWASAKI KX80
Mini bomb that revs past the limit

5 0 KAWASAKI KX250
The most changed ‘‘unchanged’’ bike of the
year

6 0 YAMAHA YZ250L
Enter the new-generation super stocker
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Burning the clutch makes for faster laps
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Melton ‘‘Snakes’’ the series
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Lechien’s impressive exit
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LAST OVER
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Smooth advice
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7 4 CRASH & BURN
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WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine is poten-
tially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our photos are
experienced experts or professionals. Do not attempt to duplicate
any stunts that are beyond your own capabilities. Always wear
the appropriate safety gear.

ON THE COVER:—"‘Too Tall’’ Mike Bell styles for the ever-alert DB cameras. Aboard the
YZ250, Mike gets aggressive on the production/works Yamaha. Photo captured by Paul
Clipper, Inset photo of Clipper getting muddy on the XR250R by R. Sieman, who, inciden-
tally, didn’t shoot last month’s cover, as previously credited. Stating that ‘A cover credit is
the only thing | live for!” Clipper wants you to know that the January YZ shot was actually
his. Valley Film gets the credit for transposing the dots into a real picture.
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awasaki is sitting in the driver’s seat.

Their ’83 KX80 was a poised, accurate,
full-blown missile. At any weekend race
you would see an onslaught of green, fol-
lowed by a tiny flickering of yellow and
red. They could have left the KX alone and
still punctured the hearts of the enemy with
dazzling motor warfare. We say ‘‘could
have.”’ Instead, Team Green injected their
KX with a shot of raw adrenalin that is sure

to have the competition checking in to the

local porting hospital.

This water-cooled jet breathes fires from
every pore in its little body. Lookswise, lit-
tle appears changed. In fact, the entire en-
gine got surgery.

ATTACK AND DESTROY
First off, several new holes have been
" added to the cylinder; a window carved in
the piston just below the rings aids in
scavenging, and a third window port and

revised porting flow more fire through the

mini bomb.

The carburetor is an oval venturi Mikuni
that now has a Kawasaki exclusive Flat R
bottom slide. This helps in providing a no-
lag response. All-new cases are more rigid
at the mating surfaces to prevent untimely
air leaks.

- A new ignition curve takes the pop out
of the engine when the KX is overrevved.
Most mini racers have a tendency to take
the screamers past the rev limit. Last year,
they would sound off by popping. The carb
_has been moved closer to the cylinder, and

Plumbing is sano. The midget kickstarter
brings fire in.a snap. Servicing the airbox
and filter is a nightmare. Some rethinking
is necessary here.

Once the disc wears in, the action is in-
tense. We actually caught the bottom of
the forks in some ruts. They hang down
too far.

the reed assembly now houses two big reeds
rather than four smaller ones.

Because the KX puts out so much juice,
the lack of low end isn’t bothersome. You
can actually exit a turn a gear too high,
finger the clutch once, and it screams back
into the usable portion of the powerband.
We would say this machine could give
several 125s a good run for the money.
Even with a 200-pound editor aboard, the
KX accelerates like a frenzied crazy. It
scared the man senseless, as the front end

clawed toward the moon every time the

bike was shifted. With a 100-pounder
aboard, the power-to-weight ratio must be
in the nitro-burning dragster range. Awe-
some is putting it mildly.
CHASSIS TUNES

A better finish on the forks is said to
eliminate some stiction. The fork legs hang
very low and actually snagged in several
deep-rutted corners. Slower riders favored
their action, but experts will demand an in-
crease in oil level, as they are too soft,
stock.

1983 KAWASAKI KX80E

Liquid-cooled, 2-stroke
. 48.0mm x 45.8mm

Engine type
Bore and stroke
Displacement
Horsepower (claimed
Carburetion . VM29SS Mikuni
Transmission . ...
Fuel tank capacity .. . .
Suspension:

Front . .

Rear . .

.. 4.7L(1.2gals)

255mm (10.4 in.) leading-axle
255mm (10.4 in.) Uni-Trak,
single-shock
1224mm (48.19 in.)

| Wheelbase

Ground clearance
Weight, dry
Tires:

Front . .

Rear . .
Intended use.. . .
Approx. retail price
Country of origin

310mm (12.20 in.)

Dunlop 790—2.75 x 17
. Dunlop 790—4.10 x 14

Distributor:
Kawasaki Motor Corp.
2009 E. Edinger
Santa Ana, CA 92705

FEBRUARY 1984/DIRT BIKE 41



WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY SET OF
SIDEWINDER SPROCKETS YOU WILL
RECEIVE AT NO CHARGE OUR $2.50
HANDBOOK ENTITLED GEARING UP
TO WIN, PLUS A FREE SIDEWINDER
DECAL SET AND TECH BULLETIN.
OFFER GOOD TILL APRIL 1984.

PATENTS
APPLIED

RACTION.. ...

“SPROCKETS ARE THE MOST
IMPORTANT HOP-UP TRICK
YOU CAN BUY.”

Sidelllinder

SELF-CLEANING DIRT-ONLY SPROCKETS

LIGHTER ¢ TOUGHER ¢ LAST LONGER
INCREASE POWER ¢ EXTEND CHAIN LIFE
ELIMINATE CHAIN TOSS PROBLEMS

[J] 1984 MODEL TRICK GEARING IN STOCK
[J ASK ABOUT OUR “VICTORY-PAK’’ SPECIAL DISCOUNT

ORDER TOLL-FREE (800)323-4442
111 FAIRBANKS * ADDISON e IL * 60101

IS BACK AND ON

DON EMLER’S THE PIPE!

Yes! The legendary S

FMF is back with the [/
debut of our full line
of '84 works pipes

Not too long ago “‘Uncle Donny’* Emler was hand-forming custom works pipes for factory stars like Marty Smith,
Danny LaPorte, Brad Lackey, Jeff Ward, Warren Reid, and Team HondaTM. Now you can own a fully custom, hand-
formed, acid-dipped, Emler-tuned works pipe for your 1984 Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha or Kawasaki. These stars never
put a standard pipe on their works bikes. Neither should you! FMF works pipes will create broader power throughout
the entire range.

80cc to 125cc—$129.50

250cc to 500cc—$139.50 1649 W. Sepulveda Blvd., Unit 6
FMF ‘‘Stage 9" Porting Torrance, CA 90505; (213)539-6884

DON EMLER’S FMF

MIKUNI CARBS AVAILABLE ¢ DEALER & DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED
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With nearly 11 inches of travel, the KX80
rear suspension really softens up the
terrain. Linkage is very easy to service
this year.

With revised damping on the Uni-Trak,
not much bad can be said. With just under
11 inches of travel, this mini is a skyscraper.
Bumps do not bother this 136-pound ma-
chine.

There’s a fancy disc brake this year. The
hub is directly off the KX125 and has
straight-pull spokes. The caliper and disc
have been shrunk down to fit the lighter de-
mands of the KX. Still, the brake sends
shivers down the spines of the pint-sized
racers. Once it’s burnt in, a healthy dose
of brake will bring the rear end straight up
in the air.

Most of our riders complained that the
bars are too high. They look like they came
off a Hodaka. Grips are soft and deluxe,
but are glued on at the factory. The blue
safety saddle rises a little too much where
it meets the tank. Shorter riders will have
grief getting forward on the bike.

TIDBITS

An aluminum torque arm looks factory.
The tapered steel swingarm has anemic
chain adjusters.

A super-small kickstarter is nestled up
high on the right side. Very little boost is
needed to get fire.

With a better-sealing airbox, the amount
of crud getting inside the engine has been
reduced.

There’s a folding shifter that comple-
ments the light action of the transmission.

For some reason, the muffler is welded
to the pipe. To put an accessory unit on,
you’ll have to cut the stocker off.

Dunlop 790s do a decent job of keeping
the bike on line. We put a pair of Metzeler
Minis on with good results. They work
better.

THE WAR IS ON

Topping the KX is a tough act. It does
everything well and nearly everything
perfect. One drawback is the size of the
mini. It’s meant for larger, faster riders.
With a 22-horsepower, 12,000-rpm engine
and 10.5 inches of travel, you’re sure to see
the green crunch continue in the mini
ranks. The bike is a winner. []




