Soft suspension is fine for medium trail
work, but expect some serious clanking
when you jump the XT.

<4 A nice seat/tank junction lets the rider
get forward in the turns. The brakes are a
little weak and the weight is too much,

but what street/trail bike isn’t too heavy?

—

amaha didn’t skimp when it came to its rsem——— mm—— , - e e
XT lineup for ’84. Of course they did E ' ’ . .

drop the XT125 and 200, but the remain-
ing 250 and 600 got an injection of sophisti-
cation over their year-old counterparts. Last
year’s 250 looked like a relic from the early
70s, with a spindly steel swingarm and a
non-business look that appealed to no one.
Basically, it was a rehash of parts from years
back, and it was never very popular.

f This year’s XT250 is packed with appeal,
from the white and red color scheme, to the
YZ-like suspension components. From the
lights with their enduro cowling, to the air
scoops resting under the tank, the XT looks
fun, looks fast and most important, it looks
dirt. A rider can bop around town on the
XT and feel like a racer.

While looks are important, performance
is critical. Both the chassis and the engine
have more than just simple updates. Beefier
suspension with more travel and an all-new
engine with a six-speed tranny top the list

of changes. YAMAHA XT250L
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i i i i Gas/oliratio . ...................... Straightgas  Seatheight...... ... ... ...... 845mm (33.3 in.)
kick. Nine times out of ten, it fired on the Fuel tank capaicty .. .. G100 @ 7gals)  Rewmllprice.. ... .. . i d e $1799
first snap of the lever. After a decent warm- Tansmisslon.. ... ... 6-5peed  CouNtry of OFIGIN. ... ...vvueeeerennnnns Japan
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traftic. For the first few miles or so, we Wheetbass: .« 1430mm (56.31n) 6555 Katella Ave.
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Then, we thought the choke was still on. Ac-
 tually, it turned out that the XT looks faster

~ than it really is.

~ While it can’t be considered a dog, it still
left us a little disappointed in the accelera-
tion department. It’s smooth, with an al-
most docile thrust. Shifting is typically
notchy for Yamaha, but the gears seemed
spaced just right. The six-speeder is good for
about a 70-mph top end with a slight tail
wind. It’ll move through traffic all right, but
don’t expect any wheelies unless you’re good
with the clutch.
~ Off-road, the motor manners weren’t
scoffed at. The smooth acceleration is wel-
- comed on a street/trail bike. The limitations
of the tires and suspension in the dirt are
further highlighted by a robust engine. We
trailed the 250 on minor-league two-track

~roads and some hairy stuff for a dual-pur-
~ pose machine. It did just fine. There’s
~ enough low end to pull some serious terrain
~without stalling. First and second gears are
~ low enough that you can plonk and enduro

at slower speeds without fear of sinking the

~ bike and walking home.

TRAVEL TUNES

Both suspension ends got the beef and in-
ches this year. Up front the travel has been
bumped to ten inches over the measly 8.1
of last year. The rear end not only got more
travel, it got the new Monocross design also.
Add to that a chassis more in tune with the
dirt world, and you’ve got a bike that isn’t
afraid of going off-road.

While the limitations of the suspension
come quickly, they’re worlds better than
past efforts. You can actually get loose and
slam through a few bumps without fear. A
longer wheelbase also makes it somewhat

stable at higher speeds in the dirt.
o BITS AND PIECES
Everyone gave the XT an ““A” in seating
~ comfort and layout. The seat itself is firm,
yet just supple enough and big enough to

. carry a passenger comfortably. The problem

here is that there are no buddy pegs!
The O-ring chain proved durable and the
~ steel swingarm comes with snail-type chain
_ adjusters.
~ To remove the gas cap you need the key.
The tank itself holds over three gallons of

- fuel and gets unbelievable mileage.

Our bike (a California model) came
equipped with a canister mounted under the
tank on the left side of the bike. It’s an emis-
sion device that prevents fuel vapors from
entering the atmosphere.

The front single-leading-shoe brake is
weak. A dual-leading-shoe model, or bet-
ter yet, a disc, would be nice.

SETTING YOUR SIGHTS

Although we felt that the XT250 could
have had more power, it still proved to be
an excellent machine. There’s enough grunt
for the trail-conscious, and it’ll move
through town fine. The bike looks great,
handles fine for what it’s designed for, and
is definitely a step in the right direction. [
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RED-BLUE-WH
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GENUINE GOLD BELT o
MX Kidney Belt $18.95 ‘3 4
O’NEAL ULTRA-LITE JERSEYS T
50/50cotton-polyester with | tRaILSTAR $84.95
most team logos and colors | moTo 3 $99.95
Adult and childrens sizes. NEW!! ,
‘¢ Our Price $15.95 | moTO 4 $149.50
O’'NEAL ULTRA-LITE MX PANTS ﬁs'"’sn” HELMETS
with most team logos and colors. Fiberglass Our Price
Features—double sewn leather knee
protection, side stretc‘rl\v“spandex" and MSO DEIL ,?2 her” $99'95
full size knee-shin protectors. MOtSEL 52‘" er$149 95
Sizes 28-38. $84.95
SIZES 40-42 ADD $15.00 é FFeatureé: ; :;’}PNOI;'&::D
ULTRALITE MX BOOTS Il $135.00 |z ' °°" ™8
Black, Red, Blue, and White  Stzes s13 | & - Aglus‘ab',e SHOCKS
: == ampening
PRO-LITE GLOVES ~ $13.95 | & . pual Springs $99-9%/
cooL-LITE GLoves  $20.95 g - 9 Stage Valving

PLASTIC ROBOOT 2

ITE

LEATHER BOOTS
B MX or Enduro sole
Sizes 6-13

REG. $129.95

5 SALE 3
Y PRICE E;g; 9§5

% M. ROBERT OR VENDRAMINI

HI POINT
PRO MX BOOTS
Red, Blue or Black
Sizes 6-13

OUR PRICE
$144.95
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@ 500x17 $69.00 460x18 $59 00 REAR REAR
100 90x18 $51.00 ; 3.50x18 5.30x17
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Piston Kits ® ¢~/
(std. and oversize) Rod Rebuild Klts Seals and Gaskets
Model Piston Kit Model Kit Model Seal Sets  Gasket Sets
YZ80 J-K-L  $35.50 YZ80 J-K-L  42.00 YZ80 J-K-L $15.60 $14.20
YZ100 J-K-L  28.00 YZ100 J-K-L  46.50 YZ100 J-K-L  9.80 10.30
YZ125 J-K-L  44.50 YZ125 J-K-L  50.50 YZ125 J-K-L  16.40 11.70
YZ250 J-K-L  64.00 YZ250 J-K-L  45.00 YZ250 J-K-L 27.20 19.20 BOYESEN
Y7490 J-K-L 60.50  YZ490 J-K-L 48.50 Y7490 J-K-L 17.40  13.90 REEDS
IT175 J-K-L 39.00 IT175 J-K-L  42.00 IT175 J-K-L 9.80 10.30
IT250 J-K-L  61.00 IT250 J-K-L  45.00 IT250 J-K-L  16.60 12.40 Our Price
IT490 J-K-L  51.50 IT490 J-K-L  49.00 IT490 J-K-L  13.40 13.90 .
Can’t Be
Piston kit consists of Rod kit consists of rod, lower Prices may vary accord- beat!
piston, rings, wrist pin bearing, lower pin and ing to year of bike.
and circlips. thrust washers.
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