Honda XL350R

MOVING VIOLATION

Remember that the asphalt trails have speed limits

By the DIRT BIKE Staff

emember the original XR500? It was a

big, heavy bike, but it had horsepower

that was hard to beat—plenty of torque and

a mid-range that wouldn’t quit. If you want-

ed a street/trailer, you’d take the XR and

fiddle around for a few weeks trying to

make it street legal, or you’d go out and get
an XL500 and try to make it lighter.

Well, times do change. If you woke up

Most of our testers expected a much wimpi-
er powerband. Just rolling on the throttle
causes the XL to chug forward with authori-
ty, and when the mid-range takes over, it will
snap your arms straight and lift the front
wheel if you don’t watch what you’re do-
At 271 pounds, the XL350 is not the light-

est four-stroke on the market, but jump-
ing was still easy and controlled.

ing. The 350 doesn’t seem to rev quite as
high as the 250 we tested last month, but
having all the 350’s torque on hand means
you won’t miss the extra revs.

The only hitch we noted with the power-
band was a tendency to bog when the throt-

this morning and decided that you wanted
a four-stroke dual-purpose bike with the
same kind of power, you wouldn’t want to
look at the 600. Honda has been working
on horsepower ever since the new series of
XR/XLs were introduced, and the current
600 feels as if it will rip both your arms off
and wheelie away from every stoplight if
you don’t go easy on the throttle. No, nowa-
days you’d go out and test ride an XL350—
it’s smaller and lighter than the 600, and you
can pick up just as many moving violations
if you don’t make a conscious effort to be-
have.
THE MEANING OF TORQUE

The most notable feature of the XL350

is the powerband—it is wide, wide, wide.

What is it about a four-stroke street/trail
bike that makes you want to put it side-
ways? The Honda even comes supplied
with bar protectors if you drop it.

The XL350 shares
Vits lightweight compo-
nentry with the XR350. If
a 250 isn’t enough and a 500 is
frightening, the 350 should be
just right—there’s plenty of
oomph in that engine.




tle was snapped open at low revs/speeds. It
felt exactly like an overcarbureted two-
stroke—snap the throttle and all we got was
a low buuuuuhhh. It was most pronounc-
ed when the engine was cool, but it happen-
ed often enough to train us to go easy on
the twist.
TURNING THE CORNERS

Being just ten pounds heavier than the
XL250, the 350 is about as much fun in the
dirt. There’s no getting around the fact that
the 350 is bigger, and the extra size and
weight means you won’t be attacking quite
as hard on the 350, but this machine will take
to the dirt with style. The front end sticks
well on the fire roads, and smooth trails are
a cruise. As the trail difficulty factor goes
up, you will begin to feel the need for bet-
ter tires. Although the stock rubber works
very well on the street and in good dirt, any-

~ thing steep, muddy or bone dry will have

you wishing for a set of Metzelers. ,

The suspension, of course, is set up soft.
It feels great out on the road, but when the
trail gets rough, you will find yourself limit-
ed by the amount of punishment you can
take. For really serious trail work we would
suggest stiffer spring on both ends and some
serious tuning on the damping units. For oc-
casional off-road use, tuning on the rear
preload and rebound damping, as well as
setting up the forks, will allow you to dial
it in fine.

Seating position, comfort and attention
to detail is all typically Honda—you can just
climb aboard an XL and feel comfortable.
The 350 starts easily, just as long as you fol-
low the manual, and the action of all the
controls is excellent.

CRUISING THE RIBBON

This may just be the perfect-sized street/
trailer. In the past, people have claimed that
you need a 500 for highway horsepower, and
we all know you need something small and
light to remain nimble in the dirt. Well, the

- 350 comes really close in both categories.
There’s plenty of power for the road, and

not a whole lot of weight to fight back in
the boonies. It looks like a serious effort,

and one that’s definitely worth a serious

look. [
HONDA XL350R

Enginetype..................

Boreand stroke . ..............
Displacement ..............co0vevnennnnn
Carburetion.....................

fgnition: i 5 RREi
Fuel tank capacity. . .
Transmission. ...... b
Gearing, front/rear..................c.....
Brakes, front/rear.......

Suspension:

[ T T S e 39mm Showa forks, 8.7 in.

i T Honda Pro-Link, 8.1 in.
Wheelbase ................... 1415mm (55.7 in.)
Ground clearance. ..260mm (10.2 in.)
Seat height...... 840mm (33.1 in.)
s s e N et e R Rl 271 lbs
RO PHICE .o o v i cvs i e s e $2098
Countryoforigin. .............0cc00euunn Japan

Distributor/Manutacturer:
American Honda Motor Corp.
100 W. Alondra Bivd.

Gardena, CA 90247

HONDA ¢ YAMAHA ¢ SUZUKI
OEM Parts & Accessories For Motorcycles, Scooters & ATVs

FACTORY
PARTS OUTLET
~BOO=-32N-0s9F

IN OHIO, CUSTOMER SERVICE
AND ALL OTHER INQUIRIES: (216) 352-3729

NS @ G

We carry a full line of accessories from
over 120 Manufactures at Discount Prices!

ANCRA Tie Downs  ............. $12.50 pr.

Oil & Lubes (case lots) ......... 20% Off

Kryptonite Locks w it o aasibns $34.50 = —ch 1

(LDWmer SgopkManL;alé it .2050/833 - SPECIAL -
uggage Racks and Case Savers ... o oW

Batteries (example: 12N12A-4A1) ... .. $19.95 QJDER}E o 400/0

Inner Tubes (example: 350/400x18) ... $ 4.95 PLUGS OFF

We Also Have: MICROFICHE, FACTORY
SERVICE MANUALS and PARTS PRICE BOOKS.
EST/MON. thru THURS. 10-9 p.m.

o] Y P.O. BOX 19234 « CLEVELAND, OHIO 44119 PRI & SAT. 10-6 p.m.
s ¥ UPS DAILY

FREE DELIVERY:
TURN TO PAGE 59 TO HAVE AN OFFICIAL AGENT OF THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT DELIVER DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE TO YOUR HOME
EVERY MONTH!
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l 60 pages . I

I of the latest racing apparel. |

I e Mame !

i Hats - O'Neal or Address 1
Team available Gty State 2ip |

I (Check Box) (Please Print) PriceEa. Qy Style I
Tshits [ /Catalog /4.00ea/ [ 1

: O'Neal or /Catalog w/T-Shirt /9.95ea/ ] %

| Team available. /Catalog w/Hat [745ea] ] N

)
=

/ /Cata/og w/7 Pk St/chersfj 95ea/ /

| isr;ylezm & o ome / /Catalog w/15 PkSt/ckers/495 ea/ / /
| and 2 //Shipping add /150  Jea/

colors / / CA residents add 6% tax/

[ TOTAL/ /

I 2 Pack Stick Flease send cashiers check or money order to:
I Pl Gt ONEAL U.5.A. 9555 Owensmouth Avenue,
Chatsworth, California 91311 (818) 998-1049
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