Il 1/

0989"34355

N\




Future Shock

. ; APRIL 1980 VOLUME 10, NO. 4

o ) v L Q’%
Improving the Breed
Page 49

TESTS

2 ITALJET M5C BRAVE
More mini madness
2 KTM 175 MC80 y
The total enduro
o 3 SUZUKI RM250T
Love it or leave it
4 KAWASAKI KX145 A-6
Future shock
4 HONDA XR200
Little red gets bigger

e . ‘ﬂ;._-ssm“ b,

DEPARTMENT FEATURES

3 TABLEOFCONTENTS 12 NEW PRODUCTS
© | Thisisstartingto Chimes, bells,and whistles 'I EUROPEAN EXOTICA

get a little silly 14 MISTER KNOW-IT-ALL Try to find your local dealer

M THE S, Lies, insults, and abuse 3 THE KNEE
he weird 16 RIDERS WRITE Eégj:l. aag gﬂ:};

R Praise, prose,
o < ps toinédMpetence  and paranoia 3 ég‘;ﬁ;%’;‘:’s"lg‘; Duck
e BITS A ' 72 CRASH AND BURN

News, rumors, and gossip  Anatomy of a header 5 Timekeeping from A to D

: - HE MX TAPE
ON THE COVER: —Jim Weinert gets sideways on the DB KX 125. 5 'ITheEP o)ffessor . videof'r
For a complete test see page 44. (Paul Clipper photo.) J gnes -

DIRT BIKE ISSN 0364-1546 (Apr. ‘80) is published monthly by Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Co., Inc., with editorial offices at 16200 Ventura Bivd., Encino, California 91436.
Subscriptions $9.98 for 12 issues (one year). Foreign subscriptions add $3 per year and Canada $2 per year for additional postage. Copyright ©1980 by Daisy'Hi-Torque Pub-
lishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing in this magazine may be reprinted in whole or in part without the express permission of the publisher. CONTRIBUTORS: Photo-
graphic submissions must be 5x7 or 8x10 glossy black and white, or 35mm and larger color slides. Please mark each photo with owner's name and address. Manuscripts should
be typewritten. Unsolicited contributions must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Unless special arrangements are made in advance, all published material
becomes the sole property of Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Co., Inc. The publisher does not assume responsibility for unsolicited material. Second class postage paid at Van
| Nuys, California 91408, and at additional mailing offices. DIRT BIKE, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316.

APRIL 1980/DIRT BIKE 3







KTM 175 MC80

RAISING

THE GOLD STANDAR

If you've got the bucks, the best is still available

It's a safe bet that the people at KTM
have enjoyed their reputation all these
years. And who wouldn’t? Each year,
dozens of medals are carried home
from the ISDT by riders of the marque,
many of them gold. In the days of Pen-
ton/KTM, the United States fielded an
entire assault on the Austrian bike,
which resulted in some of the best U.S.
team achievements ever.

The ISDT isn’t the only turf the
KTM has come to enjoy. East of the
Rockies, it’s hard to pick your way
across the pits of any enduro without
walking by at least a few KTMs, and
enduro riders being as frugal as they
are, it’s not uncommon to see a num-
ber of vintage Pentons at any gathering.
In Ohio, Pennsylvania and New Jersey
there are so many of them, that they've
become a permanent part of the land-
scape.

And they're not this popular because
the KTM is an easy bike to afford. Asa
matter of fact, from the time John Pen-

By The Staff of Dirt Bike °

¥

ton brought the first 175 into the
country, KTM has had a stranglehold
on the dubious distinction of being
among the highest-priced spread
known to man, that elite group classi-
fied rather loosely as '‘European
Machinery.”’

We've all heard many times in the
past that anything European must be
scrupulously maintained, lest it should
scatter itself into a million pieces and
send the luckless owner deep into hock
in one quick trip to the parts counter.
Indeed, in most cases, the price of the
bike is nothing at all, compared to
what what kind of parts bill a little bit
of neglect can produce.

So, what's the attraction? Just ask
the man who owns one. No, better yet,
borrow his bike and go for a ride—that
is, if he even lets you get close to it.
And in one short ride, you'll know .
what it’s like to ride a bike that seems
to do everything well, at any speed you
choose toride it.

Spend a little more time aboard, and
you feel like a hero. Everything hap-
pens with a lot less effort—it’s no
trouble to snake your way through
tight trees, no body English, no
weighting or unweighting, no dabbing
in every turn, and everything seems to
be going by a whole lot faster than it
used to. Spend a whole day in the
saddle and you're coming very close to
areligious experience, and, sooner or
later, you're going to have the eerie
feeling that there’s no reason at all for
you to be on that seat, because, boy,
you are riding a bike that doesn’t need
anyone at the controls, and it would be
just as happy to cruise through these
trees without all that excess weight on
the saddle.”

Think'we're full of it, don’t you? Just
ask a KTM freak, he'll tell you all
about it.

One card-carrying member of the
DIRT BIKE staff, who incidentally has
a suspicious loathing for anything
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European other than machines of West
German heritage, summed it up rather
nicely. We quote: ‘'When it comes to
enduro bikes (gag), it's not all that hard
to find one that you wouldn’t mind rid-
ing all day, although in most all cases
you're thinking, ‘...I'll have to put in
some lighter fork oil, and I've got to
change that front tire and put on some
higher bars, and damn! I wish I had a
pair of decent shocks lying
around...’,’ but the KTM isn’t like
that at all. As a matter of fact, after
riding around a little bit, I felt so confi-
dent that I wouldn't hesitate to enter a
run on that bike stone-stock. And I
never do that...’’ And that is what the
KTM mystique is all about.
Basic mechanics
Enough of this shameless slobbering.

Extruded aluminum swingarm made it’s debut in ‘79, is a very strong, light unit.

" N

There were a few things we didn’t like,
and we'll talk about them a little later.
The motor is the same basic unit as
the one that came off the boat in '73,
refined and modified over the years. By
the seat of the pants, the power output

'l hasn’t changed too much, and while

the 36mm Bing carb allows the engine
to rev out to a respectable top end, the
175 still has a surprising amount of
low-end grunt. It would be interesting
to see how the bike would perform
with a smaller carb, say a 30 or a 32;
also, a smaller carb would help out
with the altitude sensitivity of the
stock carb, which seems to be able to
tolerate a 2500- to 3000-foot limit be-
fore it becomes necessary to rejet.

The torquey motor is helped out by
the transmission—six gears, well-

The same basic cases as the first 175, with a few minor changes—the mag cover is plastic, fins have been shaved down.

spaced, without any long gaps between
the cogs. One of the characteristics of
the older models was decidedly notchy
shifting, and it wasn'’t all that difficult
to miss a variety of gears in a day’s ride.
This has been changed, and our test
bike shifted smoothly, up or down,
with or without the clutch. We missed
a couple of gears when the bike was be-
ing broken in, and as soon as we had
become accustomed to the lever throw,
we had no more difficulty. Also, to ac-
commodate the Scott boot wearers on
the staff, we had to raise the shifter a
notch—and then they were all happy.

Backing off from the motor, the pipe
looks to be the same basic design as the
earlier models, but now wearing a
Super Trapp muffler on the back. The
Trapp is a good feature in theory—the
addition or subtraction of the stainless
steel discs being a tuning feature, al-
lowing the owner to lean or richen the
performance to whatever is required.
The Trapp comes stock with 12 discs,
and any way you look at it, the bike is
noisy. We added an accessory resonator
(available from the Super Trapp people),
which cut the noise somewhat, but it
would be best to use the resonator,
about five discs, and another ST acces-
sory known as a 'Quiet Core,’’ and
then jet the carb to run with the com-
bination. A Super Trapp set up in this
manner can be as quiet as anything,
but you may wind up sacrificing a little
bit of top-end power.

The KTM comes with a huge air box,
which does its breathing from under

(Continued on page 67)
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Marzocchl forks are almost identical to the Can-Am units, feature different valving.

Brake cable attachment is state-of-the-art.

Super Trapp silencer/spark arrester comes stock with 12 discs; was a little too loud

for our tastes.

KTM 175 MC-80

Specifications

NameandModel................ KTM 175 MC-80 Wheelbase .........
Engine Type .. ... . Two-stroke, piston port Ground Clearance . .
Bor@ B Stroka =~ ... ...... ......... 080, 63.5x54 Seat Height at Tank
Displacement............................ 172cc Steering HeadAngle ................. 28 degrees
Horsepower (Claimed by Factory) .......... N/A WAl B - S S e e N/A
CarBusBtion:. o st oog om0 085 e 36mm Bing Weight With One GallonGas .. ....... 218 pounds
Factory Recommended Jetting: RimMaterial .................... Aluminum alloy

T RS s e ar R SRR R 175 Tire sizes:

Neadiadet .. .. .S58 . 0. ... ...... 280 | | S o AN B SR N e e Metzeler 3.00x21

JotNwadle .. .- i s e ea e [ (e e S s L e Metzeler 4.00x18

PHOSSIatcy. ... R . e Suspension:

Slide Number Front, Typeand Travel.............. Marzocchi
Recommended Gasoline ........ Leaded premium air/spring— 10.6 inches
Recommended Oil (Mfr.) ............ Any quality Rear, TypeandTravel ................. Bilstein

two-stroke oil reservoir— 11.4 inches
Fuel Tank Capacity................... 2.7 gallons Intended Use, Mfr. ............. Off-road/enduro
FuelTank Material .. ..................... Plastic CountryofOrigin ....................... Austria
Gas/Oil Ratio ... ... Per manufacturer’s instructions PHCE; ADBOX. 5 1. 5w 0 smiisise v imalidiontis $2082
Lubrgation . L S G f T nn s Pre-mix Parts Prices, High-Wear Items ...... (1979 pnces)
P AR A R R S0 Oiled foam Piston Assembly, Complete............ $55.0
CIUtEN TR oo i b s st Wet, multi-plate Rings Only
Transmisslon: .................coodoees Six-speed OB . ol e R P
Gearbox Ratios: T NN A SR At
1 Brake Pedal
FrontSprocket ......................... $8.65
Distributor:
KTM America
1906 Broadway

Gearing, Front/Rear. .

ORI O 5 e s T Motoplat CDI
Primary Kick System? ......................
Recommended Spark Plug ...... Bosch W31OSIS
Silencer/Spark Arrestor/

(0 1T | e e A Bty I Yes/yes/moderately loud
Exhaust System ......... High-pipe, through frame
Frome AVPRE o o e Double cradle

Lorain, Ohio 44052
Ovorall ratlng, from 0 to 100, various categories,
ir ded use of hine in mind:
Randling o 0 0 o A T e
SHESPOWRION.. (5 el 3 TR LS
T e o s A e B o R

AttentiontoDetail ........................
Effectiveness, Stone Stock

(Continued from page 29)

the seat. An equally large filter is held
in with one spring clamp, which hooks
tightly to the top of the box. This is a
very simple, yet effective method, and
it greatly reduces the hassle factor
when it comes time to clean the filter.

A 520 chain replaces the 530 model
of years past, a feature that some will
appreciate, considering that now you
can steal your buddy’s master link
when yours disappears. On the other
hand, it takes a lot of abuse to wear out
the bigger chain, and such problems
were minimal on the older bikes. It
also costs a lot more to replace a 530.

The chain is guided on its journey by
a pair of huge plastic and aluminum
guides, which look as if they would be
at home on a Sherman tank. This system
made it possible for KTM to do without
a spring tensioner, which is one less
moving part to have to worry about.

Tubes, springs and oil

A good, long look at the frame of the
KTM has caused a few jaws to drop.
This has to be one of the most complex
designs we've seen yet. Five separate
frame tubes start out at the steering
head and become the backbone under
the tank; one pair curve gracefully
around to meet the downtubes aft of
the cradle; two more bend around the
air box and strengthen up the shock/
swingarm mount area; and the last
joins the rear frame loops at the seat/
tank junction. The rear fender is
mounted on a non-essential frame
member, which is removable: two
bolts on either side of the seat mount.
The KTM motocrosser.frames are iden-
tical, without the rear fender loop. The
whole confusing package comes to-
gether to produce a very strong unit,
with absolutely zero flex.

Said frame, also, is painted orange.
Since the forks are standard Marzocchi
Orange Flavor, we have to assume that
KTM paints the frame to match. Call
us purists, but we would have painted
it silver, along with the fork sliders,
and then everything would have
matched the swingarm.

Color aside, the frame is an impres-
sive unit. Perhaps 1980 should be re-
ferred to as ‘The Year of the Frame,"’
judging by the few '80 bikes we've seen
to date. Maico has come out with a
radical departure for the new year, and
Yamaha has gone to a double-down-
tube design—both brands showing
stunning improvements in handling
manners. Considering the strides in
suspension performance over the last
few years, chassis technology will
probably be the new frontier. And
welcome, too.

Back to those orange forks. If they re-
mind you of any Can-Ams we've tested
lately, you're right. They’re exactly the
same, yet different. (?) We suspect that
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STICKIES
3-5/8x2-7/8"
5 for $1

GLOVES e Attractive and durable
cowhide leather. Beautifully stitched to
provide the utmost in comfort and

protection. $14.45.

H-70 $7.46

H-700 $16.46

GOGGLES ® Hydron-coated for super
protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap
for convenient fit.

Make check

hi

or y order pay to:

PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. ¢ P.O. BOX 14945 ¢ LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114

(Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax)

DB

—at§for$1.00

[ Cowhide Leather . . . $15.45*
Circlesize: S M L

Name
Address
City State Zip
DIRT BIKE STICKIES GLOVES GOGGLES

THESE LOW PRICES CAN ONLY BE GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS
*PRICE INCLUDES $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

O H-70. . . $8.45*
O H-700 . . . $16.45*

KTM specifies different valving in-
ternally, because even though they are
the same 10.6-inch units used on the
Can-Am, they do the job much more
smoothly. Under power, the KTM
skips smoothly over any obstacle,
while the Can-Am—a very good bike in
its own right—will occasionally let a
particularly hard jolt right through to
the rider’s arms. Of course, the whole
story could be a lot simpler than that—
alight oil in the Can-Am forks will
bring them right up to snuff. Either way,
the Marzocchis are an excellent fork.

Holding up the rear is a pair of Bil-
stein gas reservoir shocks, mounted to
an extruded aluminum swingarm, very
similar in appearance to the Suzuki RM
arm. The shocks feel a little stiff at
first, but once the bike isup toa
moderate speed, that initial stiffness is
ablessing. As in all KTMs, the
suspension isn't geared to slow
running. In a tight, crawling switch-
back turn, the ride can be best
described as harsh, however the good
handling qualities allow most sections
to be taken at a higher-than-normal
speed, letting the suspension do the job
it was built for. It sounds like a lot of
smoke-blowing, but the harder you
ride a KTM, the better it feels.

The rear suspension rewards such ef-
forts with a rock-steady ride—never a

|
I
I
|
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
)
-

68

WIDE DESIGN
NUMBERS-6"

ZERONINE EMBLEMS

We’ve got your.

num

ZERONINE STICKERS

1980 COMPETITION NUMBERS

STOCK NUMBER

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
1.

Wide Design Numbers 6" WHITE with BLACK, BLUE,
RED, or GREEN borders; YELLOW with BLACK or RED
borders; BLACK with WHITE, RED or YELLOW borders;
.60 each individual numeral.

1980 Competition Numbers RED, WHITE, or BLACK .75
each

6’ Deluxe Outline Numbers WHITE or YELLOW with
BLACK edges, BLACK or RED with WHITE edges .60
each

6" Plain Color Numbers Snow WHITE: Jet BLACK; Hon-
da RED, Suzuki YELLOW, or Kawasaki GREEN .50 each

3" Deluxe Helmet Numbers WHITE or YELLOW with
BLACK edges; BLACK, RED or BLUE with WHITE edges .35
each

3" Plain Color Helmet Numbers Snow WHITE, Jet

BLACK, Honda RED, Suzuki YELLOW, or Kawasaki
GREEN .30 each

ZERONINE Emblem WHITE with BLACK, BLUE RED or
GREEN; YELLOW with BLACK or RED; BLACK with
WHITE, RED or YELLOW $1.19 pair

DIRT BIKE/APRIL 1980
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LIGHTNING BOLTS

STOCK NUMBER

10.

1.

ZERONINE Sticker WHITE, BLACK, RED, YELLOW or
BLUE! All with Chrome-Edge $1.69 pair

Lightning Bolts WHITE, BLACK, RED, YELLOW or BLUE.
All with Chrome-Edge $1.99 pair

Number Plate Covers—Standard size Snow WHITE, Jet
BLACK, Honda RED, Suzuki YELLOW or Kawasaki
GREEN $2.99 bag of 3

Number Plate Covers—Mini-Size Snow WHITE, Jet
BLACK, Honda RED, Suzuki YELLOW, or Kawasaki
GREEN $2.79 bag of 3

. Jumbo Pack—>5 pair of Lightning Bolts, 2 ZERONINE

stickers GREEN and WHITE, BLACK and YELLOW, RED
and WHITE or RED and YELLOW $8.95 per bag

. Color Combo Bag—2 pair of Lightning Bolts, 4 ZERO-

NINE Stickers, 4 ZERONINE emblems WHITE, BLACK
RED, YELLOW or BLUE $7.95 per bag

zZeronineg

1690 Kingsdale Road/Hoffman Estates, IL 60195

— e e o G S W > e e D e e e > = o o S o e M T m S a —m mw S (o s o e G S o e = o = == o= o

6" DELUXE OUTLINE NUMBERS

Mo 89

6" PLAIN NUMBERS

1 89

Number Plate Covers 4., by uxe oUTLIN 3" PLAIN NUMBERS
i e e el G e S s N s s
STOCK  QUANTITY DESCRIPTION
NUMBER EACH COLOR OR NUMBER AMOUNT ]
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
Minimum order $4.00 Sub-total :
For Super-fast delivery call (312) 885-8911 6% Tax :
Orders shipped same day C.0.D. Shipping & handlin
g =
or VISA/MASTER CHARGE __75_J |
Amount enclosed :
Name
|
Address I
I
City State Zip ]
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the holeshot on
competition each and every
month with the latest news,
tests, product evaluations,
and special inside tips on
how to stay ahead of the game.

All you have to do is send us
$9.98 and we'll personally see
to it that an authorized agent
of the Federal Government
delivers your copy to you each
month for a year.

What could be easier?

F——————————-—————

twitch or a twist in the up-and-down
motion of the arm. It rides on a set of
needle bearings, and is equipped with a
Zerk fitting for grease-gun lubrication.
Give it a squirt after every ride.

Our first impression of the brakes
was that they were a little less than
adequate. Occasionally we overshot a
turn and would up in the weeds, but
after a reasonable amount of break-in
time and a couple of adjustments, both
sets of shoes settled in nicely. As a
matter of fact, after testing the bike in
both zero-traction and total-traction
conditions, we would have to rate the
KTM brakes as being among the most
progressive and strongest units on the
market.

Front and rear tires, as always, are
Metzelers. For western riding, there is
hardly a better tire available, and from
our experience they work well in any-
thing. Of course, we've said all this
before. ..

Bits and pieces

Seating position is excellent, good
and neutral, but a lot of the testers
complained that the stock bars were
too wide. Five minutes’ work with a

shacksaw. Levers and throttle are by

Magura; the throttle is a straight-pull
number that does a good job of keeping
the cable out of trouble. Grips are
Magura block-pattern, which everyone

Stant an exciting career-as a . .
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC

AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF
THE PROFESSIONALS”

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC.

GO WITH THE WINNERS !

If you're serious about becoming a top-notch
motorcycle mechanic you’ll want the best possible
training available. You can’t afford second best
and neither can we. If you think you have what it

takes to become a grafecsdanal . ..
call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678

Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123

------- Approved for Veterans Training - - - - - -
0 RESIDENCE SCHOOL [ HOME STUDY

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS
10025 Shoemaker Ave. ® Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670
NAME AGE
ADDRESS

Street City State Zip

@ONE Dy

BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH
BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 1'/2” BELT.

Be the first to own this
EXCLUSIVE design.

P EFEFIIEFEIF EFNIFF

Only $16.95.

— — — — — — — — —

P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114
Please send
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each

buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00.

Name
Address
City
State Zip

PLUS PRODUCTS, INC.

buckle(s). | have enclosed

DB

DIRT BIKE |

Box 317 ¢ Encino © California ® 91316 |

O Oneyear (12issues)..... $9.98

O Twovyears............ $18.98

O Threeyears........... $27.97
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE/ZIP

(Please enclose a check or money order with
your subscription(s). Canadian subscriptions
add $2 per year, other foreign add $3 per year.)

DB

Use thisformto
notify us at least
six weeks before
you move.

Please attach, in this space, the label from a
recent issue to insure proper address corrections.

Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE
Subscription Dept.

P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316
~ NEW ADDRESS: :
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LOW PRICES ¢ GREAT SELECTION e FAST SERVICE

Orders Normally Shipped within 24 hrs.

SPROCKETS. Case hard-
ened steel countershaft
sprockets and top quality
aluminum rear sprockets.
We have largest selection
available. Call for sizes and
prices.

AMPRO BOOTS. Rugged
all leather uppers with high
impact shin guard. Steel toe
plate. Triple stitched backs.
Double stitched heel cuts
for extra flex and comfort.
Sewn in foam tongue and
ankle padding. Smooth or
Enduro sole.

BELL HRLMETS

RT . . . Sizes 6% to 7%.
White, black, blue, or red.
Only.........
MOTO Il (eliminates need
for face mask) . . . sizes 6%

to77%. Red, yellow or white.
89.95

Only

SCOTT BOOTS. Modern
materials and unique con-
struction provide an ex-

MARTEK IGNITIONS. A
! Breakerless capacitive dis-

charge ignition for motor-

cycles.

e Eliminates points and
condenser

e Easy installation

e More than twice the
spark energy

® Increases horsepower
and RPM's

Call for Prices and Applica-

tion.

WINDSOR GAS TANKS.
Top quality molded plastic
gas tanks. Sizes to fit most
bikes. Assorted colors.
Complete with mounting
kits. Call for information
and prices.

traordinary level of support, NYLON MX PANTS on

protection and perform-
ance.

Outer Shell — Med.

or Lrg.....129.95 per pair
Liner-7-13 9.95 per pair

MOTORCYCLE CHAIN.
High performance, heavy-
duty chain for streetand dirt
bikes. Complete selection
of Solid Roll, Heavy Duty,
Self-Lubricating, “O"-Ring
and Enduro Sealed chain.
Sizes to fit all bikes. Call toll
free for super low prices.

FLATFIGHTER TUBES.
Flatfighter tubes give
maximum protection
against flats for both street
and dirt bike riders. It's
three times thicker than the
normal tube and it's made
of top quality, specially
formulated butyl rubber.
Complete size selection.

(671 NI A Smaee” <, &Y 11.95

We ship C.0.D.

structed of heavy weight
nylon, these rugged pants
feature thick hip pads and
zippered pockets at the
knees to hold closed-cell
foam knee protectors.
Available in Blue, Red, or
Black.

Specify size; 22-38....49.95

To order -
call toll free number

1-800-541-2677

IN WASHINGTON, CALL
TOLL FREE:

1-800-572-5690 |

PROLINE BOOTS. These

“top of the line’’ heavy
leather motorcycle boots
feature a one-piece injected
sole that is both bonded
and stitched to the uppers.
They come with smooth
sole or enduro sole. Availa-
ble in full sizes from 6
through 12................. 99.95

MX JERSEYS. These rug-
ged motocross jerseys
feature your favorite man-
ufacturers name and team
colors. 100% cotton, most
Pro’s have switched to
cotton jerseys. Eleven dif-
ferentdesigns. Specify size:
XS (Child’s), S, M, L,
o (L S 0 AR AR SRR 11.95

NGK SPARK PLUGS.
V-Series (racing/competi-
tion), sold in boxes of
B 2.95 each
Standard NGK Plugs, sold
in boxes

of 105 e 89 each

TIRES. Complete selection
of tires and tubes. First
quality. No blems. Top
names. Call toll free for
sizes and prices.

Goodyear

Cheng Shin
Michelin
Metzeler
Duniop
Continental
e Yokohama

Big 4 stocks a huge selec-
tion of other products, in-
cluding:

e Batteries

e Mulholiand Shocks

e Caps

e Helmets

e T-Shirts

e Enduro Jackets

e Gloves

FREE CATALOG
Call toll free and ask for our
free 1980 Catalog contain-
ing 56 pages of outstanding
values.

Spokane Retail Store W. 300 Second Ave. ® Spokane, WA

Seattle Retail Store

12004 Aurora Ave. N.

e Seattle, WA
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eyed suspiciously as being too hard,
but oddly enough, no one complained.

The front brake ‘cable is a work of art
down at the hub, passes through a
beautiful guide at the lower triple
clamp, and then everything goes to
hell. Because of a relatively short
length, the cable must run under the
speedo, and this forces an unnatural
bend when the forks are compressed.
There should be another guide or two,
to enable the cable to run on the out-
side of the number plate/headlight.

That headlight, by the way, is a Pres-
ton Petty unit, with a neat little switch
on the back for the on/off work.

And speaking of switches, that
super-strong rear brake pedal also
operates a brake light switch! When
was the last time you saw that on an
enduro bike?

The front hub incorporates an in-
ternal drive for the VDO speedometer,
and the cable is pretty well protected
behind the left fork tube. Both hubs are
conical, by the way, very light and
strong.

Our bike came without a skid plate,
and there doesn’t seem to be any provi-
sion for an accessory item. It would be
a good idea to put something on there;
them are some expensive cases, boy.

There is a light plastic guard over the
countershaft sprocket, even though it
doesn’t seem to have much purpose. A
case saver is bolted down right in front
of the sprocket, obviously protecting
the clutch linkage and the mag cover,
which looks suspiciously like a Preston
Petty item, also.

Paying the price

The KTM 175 is one of the two
$2000-plus enduro machines available
(the SWM 175 lists for $2239). By any-
one’s standard, that’s a high price, es-
pecially considering that an IT or a PE
costs at least $600 less. Is it really
worth it? That all depends on whether
or not it's possible to make an IT or PE
work like a KTM, with new tires, sus-
pension, or whatever is necessary.

The key word is handling. Most of
our testers mentioned the motor only
when asked about it, while everyone
babbled about the handling. In the
hands of a good rider, the KTM can
work miracles, and with a novice
aboard it will inspire confidence by the
bucketful. A lot of people will tell you
that a Maico is the easiest bike to win
races on, and there’s a lot of truth in
that statement, because the Maico
works so well on a motocross track.

Well, the KTM has been the king of
the woods for a long time working on
exactly the same principle: Anyone can
ride it, and win on it, expending the
least amount of energy in the process.
And whether or not you can afford it all
depends on how easy you want to
win. [J




RIDING
IMPRESSION

By Gary Woodling

Two thousand dollars for a 175? Come
on, Clipper, who buys 'em? Arabs? To
run around on their oil fields?...20
minutes later. . . Hey, Paul, you mean
she only costs a little over two grand?
What a steal!

That’s how fast you change your
mind, after riding one. But let’s talk
about detailing first! Check out that
precision European craftsmanship!
Superb quality steel and alloys. Artistic
welds. Top-name suspension compon-
ents and controls. Cross-three and
cross-four spokes, and Lordy, it’s even
got Metzelers. The price is already
more realistic!

The ride? Instant happy feet! High-
speed cross-country habits are pre-
dictable and stable. Cross-grain ruts are
smoothed out, but still not as smooth
at low speeds as a Husky. Turning is
good, but requires a watchful eye from
the rider. This is due to the long travel
and high bars rather than a result of
incorrect steering geometry. But, this
can soon be adapted to and used to
produce a ride near the speed of light
through tight woods.

Suspension? Fork damping was ideal
and a kit might be a step backwards.
The front was complemented by the
rear and the shocks should last a full
year of hard racing. The Bilsteins are
really plush compared to some Ohlins-
equipped bikes. Spring rate was OK for
my 175 pounds, but is ideal for lighter
clock-watchers.

Power? Oh, the power! Since I
haven’t ridden an '80 Yamaha IT175
yet, I'll compare it to a '79 IT, which
almost everybody gets a chance toride,
sometime in their life. The IT has more
bottom-end grunt, but the KTM has
better mid-range and will rev farther.
Top-end horsepower is about equal.

What this results in is a super-wide
powerband that is predictable with no
sudden increases or jumps in power.
The only catch is that the powerband is
much higher than your normal Japan-
ese grunter. After you get used to it,
you'll realize that it's the fastest way
through the trees. It is by no means
pipey! Only a revver.

It is an Expert’s machine! Beginning
riders will be intimidated by it. ‘‘B"
riders will love the handling and
suspension, but have mixed emotions
about the powerband. Experts will take
it to bed with them.

Regular maintenance will have to be
increased between races, and the up-
keep bill will be higher than on a yel-
low, red or green machine. But on the
trail, where it really counts, DNFs will

be rare and low sceres common.

The KTM is in a class by itself. Not
because of its superb ride or power, but
because of its price. I can dance and
sing all I want without having ridden a
PE, IT or KDX. They all cost about
$600 less, which puts them in a dif-
ferent ball game, and they won't cost
anywhere near for upkeep in dollars or
time. So, I'll tell you what. If the 200
class were really home, and if I were as
rich and famous as the other DB staf-
fers, I'd buy one and race it! Heck, I'd
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buy it even if | wasn't as famousas  « S 28037 Gratiot
they are! But first I'd get on a b ha'm:::“ Roseville, Michigan 48066
first-name basis with my local loan L (313)774-6960
officer. [J

BROC GLOVER USES

as 125cc Motocross National Champion
PJ1 CHAIN LUBE

PJ1 CHAIN LUBE forms a wet film under and outside
the chain. The PJ1 film cuts down chain stretch by
acting as a shock absorber in each link, and assures
the lubrication necessary when running the chain
in the dirt and mud. PJ1 CHAIN LUBE is not absorbed
or drained out by dirt.

PJ1 FORK OIL

PJ1 FORK OIL was developed under actual racing
and touring conditions to maintain consistent
performance through the most severe tempera-
ture ranges. PJ1 FORK OIL treats fork seals, pre-
vents rust and oxidation, provides superior
damping and never foams in your forks. Avail-
able in SAE 5W, 10W, 15W, 20W, and 30W.
T-SHIRT OFFER

send $3.95 for T-shirt
and/or Hat.

Indicate T-Shirt size:
sm. med.
Ig. xig.

e »

CORPORATION

PJ1 CORPORATION - 5955 DESOTO AVENUE - WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367

APRIL 1980/DIRT BIKE




