SUZUKI ALT50/

SMALL W

Starting out on

By the short-leggec

irt biking couples with kids know

that their children are going to learn
how to ride someday. It is an indisputable
fact of life—if even one person in a family
rides now and then, they're all going to
want to do it someday. The problem is
when, or better yet, how old. Even a
Yamaha YZinger demands a certain amount
of leg length in order to control, not to
mention some amount of coordination in
order to stay upright. You can put training
wheels on a YZinger, but it's not exactly
the hot setup.

The best idea is to let the kids learn
about things like throttle control and brak-
ing on something with three wheels. At
least with a three-wheeler there’s no danger
of falling over when stopped to consider
the next obstacle. And it just so happens

A e that there are now two kid-sized three-
nghtwolght riders will be able to slide the ATC around but it really dossh t btk the wheelers available that are guaranteed to
power to do it with ease. Four speeds and a more free-revvlng engine make the fire up anybody less than ten years old,
ATC70 the best bet for the bigger rider. and will do so without scaring the parents

: ; half to death.
SUZUKI ALT50

The Suzuki ALT50 is an absolutely
pint-sized three-wheeler. This thing is so
small, you're liable to trip over it in a
darkened garage and think that you just
stepped on a roller skate. The seat height
is just 18% inches, and if you subtract the
distance between the footpegs and the
ground—about five inches—you can see
that a 13-inch inseam is all it takes to
straddle one. If you've got a four-year-old
with an urge to gas it, this is the machine
that’ll do the job.

The ALT uses a 50cc engine to move it
around, and in stock form, it comes sup-
plied with a restrictor plate in the exhaust 4
system that cuts the power down to just
shy of nil. This is just the ticket for the
complete beginner, because with the re-
strictor in place, the ALT will barely pull
its own weight. Once the rider gains a
little more experience, the plate can be
removed. At that point, the hole in the
plate can be drilled larger and then rein-

' stalled to make the trike slightly faster, or
HONDA ATC70 simply left out so all the power can be
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on. This way there’s no chance that Tiny
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‘three wheels
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Tim will fire it up with the throttle wide
open and use his sister for a berm. And, if
| he’s still a little terror, there is a handy

leash attached to the back of the ALT
that connects to a plug-type kill switch.
Leash in hand, you can walk along behind,
and if things start getting too radical, you
can pull the plug on the little beast.

Operation of controls is simplified by
lack of same—there are only two, throttle
and brake. The clutch is centrifugal, and
therefore automatic, and. the single rear
brake stops both rear wheels with little
fuss. The fuel tank holds just under a half
gallon of gas, and with oil in the injector
tank and the transmission full, the ALT
weighs in at just under 100 pounds.

Everything on the ALT has been de-
signed with safety for small fry in mind.
Even the front axle parts are rubber cov- ; :
ered to prevent gouging of tiny legs. The  Qur microscopic test rider makes a failed attempt to pitch ’er sideways. The ALT will
whole unit has been put together for the  do a wheelie if the washer is removed from the exhaust. Even our least experienced
youngest of rank amateurs, and we think  testers said it was more fun in the ‘‘high-performance’’ mode.
Suzuki hit the nail right on the head. This N
is the perfect learning machine for kids.

HONDA ATC70

Once they get a little more experience,
you can move them up to an AT'C70. The
ATC sits four inches higher than the ALT,
weighs about 70 pounds more, and has
considerably more horsepower out of the
box. Obviously, the ATC is still built for
kids, but for bigger kids than the ALT,

This is not to say that the ATC isn’t a
good learning tool. It all depends on the
size of the child in question. Anyone over
40 inches tall is liable to feel a little
cramped on the ALT, which makes the
Honda the best alternative. If an inex-
perienced rider is going to learn on the
Honda, the throttle assembly can be ad-
justed to limit the maximum throttle open-
ing and keep the speed down to a reason-
able level

Bigger kids will also appreciate the fact
that there is a four-speed transmission on
the Honda. There is no clutch to worry
about, being automatic, and the shift pat-

-

tern is one up and three down—back- ,

wards to us, true, but the kids won’t mind. o SUZUKI ALT50 ;

If more power is necessary in the future, ENGINE TYPE , ... 2-stroke ggg::ggh?mce - ;f,‘..x_"a,Omm’(g& ; :n.)
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plenty of ooomph for such a little ma'chme, pabplisin g APPROXIMATE R e
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Setting the standards by which all others
are measured, Magura throttle, clutch
and brake controls provide you with the
ultimate in precision control, comfort, and
dependability. The best racers and dis-
criminating riders around the world
demand Magura controls

for every bike they
ride. Furthermore:
leading manu-
facturers such
as BMw,
Husqvarna,
KTM, and
Maico — just to
mention a few —
are using
Magura controls as original equipment.

Precision crafted in Germany from
the finest alloys and materials.

Magura’s Pow-R-Levr® clutch and brake
levers are forged from aluminum alloy for
light weight and maximum strength. The
original, unique Magura Pow-R-Levr®
shape increases the power of your hand
while decreasing fatigue, and provides
better control with easier reach. The
complete Magura Pow-R-Levr® is avail-
able for Moto Cross and Enduro bikes.

Or, you can upgrade your Japanese
bike’s clutch and brake with the
Magura Pow-R-Levr® design.

You'll fly safely through first turn traffic
and all the brush you can handle with
one of the all new DUO (pat.pend) throttle
series. Based on a
pulley type parallel
cable pull system
these throttle controls
integrate two opening
ratios as firsts on the
market: they are adjustable
to medium
quick or
quick
action.

Insist on
MAGURA

For more information contact:

®

MAGURA U.S.A. Corp.
P.O. Box 68, 2 Union Drive
Olney, lllinois 62450
618-395-2200

2 - o
Wit cowrents 8

BG Products, Inc.- 1504 €. Waterman * Wichita, KS 67211
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(Best Under Real Pressure)

That's BG EXTREME PRESSURE
CONCENTRATE... a super ad-
ditive package. Eye-popping
laboratory and field tests have
shown that when used as di-
rected, in the engine and
transmission, EPC will signific-
antly increase delivered hor-
sepower and greatly improve
shifting and engine perfor-
mance.

BG products for every motor-
cycle need for today... and to-
morrow!

SUZUKI ALT50/
HONDA ATC70

The ALT50 engine uses a washer in the
exhaust pipe to limit power output. With

the washer in it makes less power than a
cheap lawn mower.

TRYING THEM OUT

The ALT is more or less a putt-around
vehicle. The tires are small, and as a
result the ride is a little on the rough side,
although at the speeds the small Suzuki
is capable of there will be no complaints
from the lightweight riders. Even though
it looks like it should be able to turn
around itself, a few of our mini testers
complained the ALT should be able to
turn a little tighter. Go-fasters that they
are, all were happier with the restrictor
completely removed. :

2 ““’—"‘-’,'{( 324 . S\
The ATC70 makes more power and uses

more gears than the ALT, and is more
suited to a larger child.

The Honda delivers a more comfortable
ride, due in part to the larger tires, and
the AT'C’s turning radius was tighter, much
to the delight of the testers. Naturally,
the Honda will pull a faster top speed
than the ALT (which has only a single-
speed transmission), so a little discretion
should be used in planning who gets to
ride what.

Both machines are small enough to fit
in the trunk of your car, cheap enough to
keep you out of hock, and much more fun
than a day at the petting zoo. Whether
your kids are just learning or fast becom-
ing the next Bob Hannah, the ALT50 and
ATC70 are both great machines on which
to learn the joys of off-road. Now you
have no more excuses for leaving them

home. O



