By the Staff of Dirt Bike

Softer suspension made for a slightly harder landing on the CR,

With the most firm suspension and a stronger mid-range, the KX
but we still couldn’t keep Keith out of the air.

was the favorite mount.
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Most riders will find that the KX is slightly larger than the CR, although a sma

b o

Il 13-year-old will be the limit for both.
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The KX has the horsepower, but the

ittle kids have it made. When we

were young, all we had to ride were

lawn mower-engined, water-pipe-framed

little contraptions that had a nasty habit of

! breaking constantly—either us or itself, it

j made no difference. If we were able to talk

our folks into buying one of these things,

chances were it disappeared after the first
bloody crash or breakdown.

Nowadays, things are different. The cur-
rent generation of minis represents a group
of motorcycles that pack a surprising
amount of technical sophistication into an
extremely small package.

The Honda CR60 and Kawasaki KX60
are a good case in point. Even though they
are aimed at the entry-level motocross
¢ racer, they are no less than scaled-down

versions of full-sized race bikes— complete
with high horsepower, long-travel suspen-
sion, and the ability to win races practical-
ly right out of the rather small box.
PINT-SIZED DIFFERENCES
The Kawasaki is just a tad larger than
the CR. Wheelbase and ground clearance
are greater on the green bike, making it
suitable for a slightly larger body. Sitting
on the two bikes, our testers noticed the dif-
ference and then immediately shrugged it
off. ““You might just be able to ride the Ka-

smaller CR is
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the quicker turner of the two. i

wasaki longer as you get bigger,”’ we were
told.

Never let it be said that the Dirt Bike
mini testers are not incisive critics when
they need to be.

Aside from the slight size difference, the
two bikes are nearly identical. The Honda
falls to the low side of the difference scale,
with two cc’s less displacement, eight-tenths
of an inch less travel in the front forks, and
it is a full seven pounds heavier. This small
fact set our two testers to flipping a coin,
deciding who got to ride the ‘‘heavier’’
bike.

With the lots drawn, they fired them up
and went out on the track. The first fact
reared its head immediately—the Kawasa-
ki is a good bit faster than the Honda. Even
if the CR rider got in front of the KX go-
ing into the turns, if there was room enough
on the exit, the KX would get by. When
we switched riders, the results were the
same.

““There’s no two ways about it,”’ Joel
said. “The KX is faster. When I’m riding
the Honda, I have to fight to stay up with
Keith.”’

“The KX feels almost as fast as my 80,”’
said Keith. ““I’d rather be on the 80 right
now, but if I had to ride a 60, the Kawasa-

The DB mini test crew, Keith O’Neal and

KX pilot Joel Tokarsky, compare notes after
a day on the track.

A larger carb and two more cc’s is all
the Kawasaki needs to give it the mid-
rcagge horsepower advantage over the

The CR60 looks as slimly constructed as
the KX, but it actually weighs seven
pounds more.

ki would be the right choice.”’
BOUNCING UP AND DOWN

We sent them out again with orders to
check out the suspension. Both bikes seem-
ed to handle the bumps well, but they both
suffered minor problems. Occasionally,
when taking a hard hit on the front end,
the Honda’s forks would bottom with a
clunk; but at the same time, the KX was
kicking up the rear end over sharp-edged
bumps. The testers switched bikes twice,
then we called them in for their comments.

““The KX is easier to ride hard. The back
end does kick up now and then, but it’s not
too bad,’”’ Joel said.
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Setting the standards by which all others
are measured, Magura throttle, clutch
and brake controls provide you with the
ultimate in precision control, comfort, and
dependability. The best racers and dis-
criminating riders around the world
demand Magura controls

for every bike they
ride. Furthermore:
leading manu-
facturers such
as BMW,
Husgvarna,
KTM, and
Maico — just to
mention a few —
are using ’
Magura controls as original equipment.

Precision crafted in Germany from
the finest alloys and materials.

Magura’s Pow-R-Levr® clutch and brake
levers are forged from aluminum alloy for
light weight and maximum strength. The
original, unique Magura Pow-R-Levr®
shape increases the power of your hand
while decreasing fatigue, and provides
better control with easier reach. The
complete Magura Pow-R-Levr® is avail-
able for Moto Cross and Enduro bikes.

Or, you can upgrade your Japanese
bike’s clutch and brake with the
Magura Pow-R-Levr® design.

You'll fly safely through first turn traffic
and all the brush you can handle with
one of the all new DUO (pat.pend) throttle

series. Based on a
pulley type parallel
cable pull system
these throttle controls
integrate two opening
ratios as firsts on the
market: they are adjustable
to medium
quick or
quick
action.

Insist on
MAGURA

For more information contact:

®

MAGURA U.S.A. Corp.
P.O. Box 68, 2 Union Drive
Olney, lllinois 62450
618-395-2200
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BG Products, Inc.- 1504 €.Waterman » Wichita, KS 67211

(Best Under Real Pressure)
That's BG EXTREME PRESSURE
CONCENTRATE... a super ad-
ditive package. Eye-popping
laboratory and field tests have
shown that when used as di-
rected, in the engine and
transmission, EPC will signific-
antly increase delivered hor-
sepower and greatly improve
shifting and engine perfor-
mance.

BG products for every motor-
cycle need for today... and to-
morrow!

FREE! BG CLOTH EMBLEM

Send $1 fo cover posrage & handling

KAWASAKI KX60A1

“I think you’re right,”’ agreed Keith,
““but the CR turns better than the KX, even
if the forks do bottom out.”’

We checked the bikes out. As it turns
out, the better steering on the Honda was
traced to the soft forks. With the front end
squishing down so far in the turns, the bike
wanted to turn on a dime, although the
high-speed stability suffered. The KX was
suffering from too little rebound damping
in the rear shock, hence the too quick
return.

The CR is easy to fix. One inch more oil
in the forks will firm up the front end to
the rider’s satisfaction. The KX is a little
more difficult. Since the stock shock is not
damping adjustable, we’ve found most of
the mini hotshoes are replacing the rear
shock with a Works Performance item.

MINI BITS AND PIECES

With the nitty-gritty tuning out of the
way, we turned the testers loose for the rest
of the day, only asking for their final com-
ments once they ran out of fuel.

‘“The Honda’s seat is really firm. I don’t
know whether or not I like it. The KX seat

HONDA CR60R

BNGINE TYPE:: -, = i oot 2-stroke, reed valve
BORE AND STROKE. . .......... 42.5mm x 41.4mm
DISPLACEMENT © o st s e s
CARBURETION. . ... oo oo
IONITION . ot s
TRANSMISSION . . . ....
FUEL TANK CAPACITY.
WHERLBAGE e v v
GROUND CLEARANCE .. .......... 225mm (8.9 in.)
SEATHEIGHT -0 . ... 0o 690mm (27.2 in.)
WEIGHT,;NO'FUEL .. ... ... . ... ..o il 119 Ibs.
SUSPENSION:

ERONT. 5o Showa forks, 180mm (7.1 in.)

T R BN e Pro-Link, 200mm (7.9 in.)
TIRESZERONT . <. i S it s 250x 14

R e e e 3.00x 12

INTENDED UBE ! . . o i Mini motocross
APPROX. RETAILPRICE . . ................. $728
COUNTRYOFORIGIN .................... Japan
DISTRIBUTOR:

American Honda

100 W. Alondra Ave.

Gardena, CA 90247
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I I orders only {800)8&1 2960 1800)221 2479

T OLL FREE!
Outside the 48 states call (714)889-2761

For information on an placed order,availability, fit,etc CALL (714:1889-2762

Phone Orders Between 8am - 5pm Mon-Fri West Coast time

* RIVERSIDE SAN BERNARDINO EL TORO

1450 UNIVERSITY (L) 445 W. HIGHLAND AVE 24602 RAYMOND WAY, M-N
RIVERSIDE, CA 92507 SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92405 EL TORO, CA 92630

CHENG SHIN TIRES

C183A Knobby

vs. HONDA CR60R

is more comfortable.”’
““It’s hard to shift, too (the CR). But the el iy ol

brakes are better than the KX brakes.”’
¢ still think the Kawasaki’s faster. It

pulls better on the bottom and in the mid- el

range. The Honda seems to rev out farther 205 1983

than the KX, but it just doesn’t go as fast.” ks : BOOTS SIMPSO
““The Kawasaki has the best suspension, ! 200 : #52

too. It might bounce a little bit, but it just 360-14 1SDT ' i

works better than the Honda. Not by a lot, e $109.99 (C) __w,,,,
BELL MOTO 3

just a little better.” 325-15
1983
Model

PICKING THE WINNER ; 350- $16.99
Snell 80"

275-17 $11.99 )
Yellow. Red. White

“The KX is a rocket. I really like the 500 $14.99 1
Blue or Black

bike, but it would have to have a new shock = il
to feel the best. The Honda is good—I ; ;“2 e
$15.99 (g ¢
s 350-18 :
just not fast enough.” el e Sl G $99.99 (C)
$23.99 )
. . . g s . 400/450-18 ISDT
ride, especially with more oil in the forks. 300-19 $14.99 (o
$14.99
= % 300-21 ISDT i
I know I can win on the KX.’ 300-21 $16.99
A clear winner in this race, no doubt. But 350-21 6 PR 60
C186 TRIALS
of the Yamaha YZ60? Stay tuned for 250-15
- A S 4
another incisive report from the DB mini
D 275-17
300-17 $14.99 (o red yellow & blue
-17 $17.99 (o
17 $23.99 (o) (‘> ’ma'
$15.99
it KNOBBY TIRES
$28.99 (o) 400x18 K880 ..$37.99 (C)
500x18 K880 ..$45.99 (E)
275x17 K180 ..$19.99 (C)
300x12 K190 ..$15.99 (C)
410x14 K190 ..$22.99 (C)
510X17 K190 ..$47.99 (E)
460x18 K190
510x18 K190
410x18 K138HT ..
450x18 K138HT ..

$6.99 () Yellow. Red & White

$8.99 (v

Hi-Point Pro $139.99(C)
*Gaerne $129.99(C)
*M. Roberts Leather $99.99(C)
M. Roberts Roboots s89.99(C)
Hi-Point Mini .......... $89.99(C)

* Available in smooth MX
sole

oi enduro

o

GOGGLES
With Clear Lexan Lens
Scott 89 . $14.99(A)
Oakley 0/20 $15.99(A)
Jone's Pro $23.99(A)

|t
. MX PANTS

Most team logos

goggles & plain legs

Answer Nylon $81.99(8B)
Answer Vented $89.99(B)

$11.99 ()
Scott 792
MX GLOVES
$18.99(A)

Answer bootsavers $16.99(A)

iﬁmTﬂ MX PANTS

Most team !ogos
* RACING =
Hi-Point Nylon s89.99(B)

BOLD BELT
Bold Belt . $14.99 (A)
Gold Belt . $18.99 (A)
Fro-Belt Vented .. $17.99 (A)
Dynamite Belt .... $13.99 A)

CYCLE AM

Stadiumx Vented Team
Front Fender $17.99(B)

55 Metzeler copy knobby
410-14 $17.99 )
300-16 $14.99 ()
530-17 $32.99 o)
350-18 $18.99 (o
410-18 $21.99 (o
460-18 $26.99 (¢)
530-18 $29.99 ¢
300-21 $17.99 (o)
325:250-21 $19.99 (g
325215760 $24.99 (o)

JONES'OAKLEY DUNLOP METZELER'CONTINENTAL MICHELIN'PIRELLI'BRIDGESTONE

Hurricane Front

Fender $13.99(B)

Mini Stadiumx Team
Front Fender

Hurricane Rear *

$9.99 (o)
mean, Hannah rides one, right?—but it’s : 50018
$18.99 (9
¢ agree. The Honda is a fun bike to 400-18 s23.9
99 n
But if I had to race one, I’d ride the KX. 276521 il
325/350-21 ISDT
$23.99 n
can the KX hold up against the challenge o
300-16
crew. Film at 11.
17 $16.99 (o) =
-18 $11.99 ()
$23.99 (o) 500x17 KB88ST. .$42.99 (E)
250x14 K180 ..$15.99 (C)
360x14 K190 ..$18.99 (C)
410x18 K180 ..$32.99 (D)
300x21 K139...

$13.99(B)

560-17S$-760
560-18 S760

$37.99 i
$36.99

510x18 K138HT.. 5 6" or 7
ATV DUNLOP TIRES

20x7x8 KT221 6" or7

$10.99(B)

Hurricane Rear Team

$12.99(B)

Devastor hard knobby
385-14 183D $17.99 (¢
250-16 183D $9.99 (o)
360-18 183D $18.99 ()
410-18 183D $21.99 ()
460-18 183D $27.99 ()
300-21 183D $16.99 ()
300-23 183D $22.99 ()
500-17 C703 $30.99 (
500-18 C703 $28.99 (4
530 18 C702 $34.99
BRIDGE STONE KNOBBY TIRES
410-14 M22 $22.99(C)

KAWASAKI KX60A-1 Ses00.(0)

100- 18 M22 .99 (D)

ENGINE TYPE . 2-stroke, reed valve 510-18 M22 $50.99 (E)

BORE AND STROKE ..43.0mm x 41.6mm 130/80-18 M32 $48.99 (E)

DISPLACEMENT . 140/80-18 M32 $50.99 (E)

150/80-18 M32 $53.99 (E)

CARBURETION . 300-21 M23 $35.99 (D) 3 %

IGNITION 90/80-21 M33 Sale ends with publication
TRANSMISSION .

$35.99 (C)
. 100/80-21 M33 $37.99 (C) August issue (7-22-83)
FUEL TANK CAPACITY T
WHEELBASE SHIPPING RATES FOR 48 CONTINENTAL STATES
GROUND CLEARANCE .
SEAT HEIGHT
WEIGHT, NO FUEL. . .
SUSPENSION:
FRONT .
REAR. ...
TIRES: FRONT
REAR . ...
INTENDED USE. .. ;
APPROX. RETAIL PRICE .
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
DISTRIBUTOR:
Kawasaki Motors, U.S.A.
2009 E. Edinger Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Stadiumx Vented
No Plate

Mini Vented
No.Plate

22x11x8 KT221...
22x11x8 KT377A
25x12x9 KT221...
25x12x9 KT325 oo
22x8x11 KT376A . . $43.99 (C)

METZELER
KNOBBY TIRES

Mutti Cross $48.99 (D)

Muttl Cross $53.99 (E)

Moto Cross $63.99 (E)
$43.99 (D)
$53.99 (E)
$59.99 (E)
$40.99 (D)
$45.99 (D)
$53.99 (k)
$57.99 (E)
$41.99 (D)

$6.99(A)

.85.99!/A)

Safety
Seat Kit

s1018 $24.99 (A)
45018
50017

100/90-18
45018

150/80 18
3.00-21
32521
46018
51018
3.00-21

Tank Covers

$15.99 (A)/

Moto Cross
Moto Cross
Moto Cross
Moto Cross
Moto Cross
Perfect Cross
Perfect Cross
Perfect Cross

Seat Covers

Mik
- 24mm Mikuni $15.99 (A)

..35L(0.9gal)
080mm (42.5 in.)
.. 250mm (9.8in.)
.685.8mm (27 in.)
112 Ibs.

KJ=

FREIGHT CODE| A B |C DHIE F |G
ZIPS
00100 TO 49999
50000 TO 84999
85000 TO 99400 £ H 1 4 14 )4 4 o
For COD shipment add $2 00
For orders less than $25
add $3.00 service charge.

. Kayaba forks, 200mm (7.9 in.)
. Uni-Trak, 200mm (7 9in.)

Figure your shipping cost

by checking your zip code

with the letter by

the price in ().
TR S S T\ 2
[E'B4 BIENHS B

yclo supply

Refer to
Ad DB0783
W\l when placing 0
your order N

PJ KLOTZ NGK'ND CHAMPION TSUBAKI'DIAMOND "KRAUSER"
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‘KERKER WISECO"ANSWER HI-POINT"GAERNE° M ROBERTS 'BELL'SIMPSON'SCOTT"




