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Getting that way can be a lot of fun

In the world of dual-purpose bikes,
Honda has always stood out as the
maker of the most hassle-free line on
the market. Way back when the earth’s
crust was still cooling, Honda was
building the SL-series bikes. A four-
stroke with dubious handling qualities
wasn't everyone'’s idea of what a com-
petition motorcycle should be, but all
could agree on one thing: No matter
what happened, that back wheel would
not stop turning.

This is the SL350 we're talking
about. Actually, the smaller bikes were
not all that famous for their motors—
‘‘gutless’’ was the expression most of-
ten used to describe them. But, power
or no power, they always seemed to
want to run forever, and on any kind of
gasoline you wanted to feed them—no
oil mixing or injectors to worry about.

True, a four-stroke has a few more
moving parts than a two-stroke, but
most of the true street/trail enthusi-
asts will have an easier time relating to

four-cycle habits. Fill it up with regular,

every now and then check the oil, no
injector to adjust, or oil tank to keep
filled; and less chance of fouling spark
plugs over the long run. Just like the
family car.

But, there are also a few more tuning
hassles (valves, cam chain tension),
and it is widely known that a two-
stroke will accelerate more fiercely.
But, who needs to do wheelies on the
street? And, just like the family car,
when it starts running rough, most
folks will take it into the shop, and let
the man worry about it.

The little engine that might

The first time we rode the XL125, we
happened to be in the desert. This isn’t
the best place to test a dual-purpose
bike, but we tried to spend most of our
time on the fireroads, just to give the
little bike a chance. We expected to
hear cries of ‘'No power!"’ or ‘'No sus-
pension!’’ or both, and spend the rest of
the day fighting over who had to ride
the XL, but it didn’t work out that
way.

By the Dirt Bike Staff

Honda XL125S
ENGINETYPE............. Four-cycle, OHC
BORE AND STROKE............ 56.5 x 49 5
DISPLACEMENT ................... 24cc
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY FACTORY
........................... 12.8 at 9500 rpm
CARBURETION .............. Keihin 24mm
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ........ Seven liters

(1.8 gallon)

TRANSMISSION . . Six-speed, constant mesh

GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 14/56
JONITION ... ...... ..o oeeres ey CD1

WHEELBASE ......... 1315mm (51.8 inches)

GROUND CLEARANCE ............ 265mm

(10.4 inches)

STEERING HEAD ANGLE. .. ... 27.8 degrees

WEIGHT (CLAIMED) ......... 104 kg. (229.3

pounds)

INTENDED USE, MFR. ......... Street/ trail

COUNTRYOFORIGIN .............. Japan

DISTRIBUTOR ...... American Honda Motor

Co., Inc.

100 W. Alondra Bivd.

Gardena, California

On a hard surface, the XL was a nice
little bike. The suspension was soft,
but the action was smooth—with a
good amount of travel, front and rear;
and the motor was generally accepted
as being rather peppy ‘. .. fora 125
foof bike.'’ The only time the motor let
us down was when we tried to dig in
real deep, looking for gobs of torque.
Like trying to pull third gear from a
crawl, on an uphill grade. But, this
isn’t a fair complaint, because no sub-
250 (in stock form) can do a trick like
that. Let’s just say that the motor is
happiest when it’s being buzzed, and as
long as you keep this in mind, the XL
will surprise even the grumpiest rider.

We have to admit, the suspension
did an admirable job. The forks soaked
up most of the ratty terrain we rode
through—with an occasional bottom-

ing—but no rattling, clanking, frantic
thrashing to slow us down. With a
change of fork oil, and a little tuning on
the preload for rider weight, they will
satisfy the demands of the casual trail
rider. The shocks are stylishly
chromed, but don’t let that scare you
away. They actually seem to do the
job. Neither end of the bike can be con-
sidered as suspended for competition,
but at the moderate speeds where the
XL is the most comfortable, they will
perform adequately, aiding control,
rather than destroying it.

Oh, and that brings to mind the
handling. Even though the fork angle
seems to be rather steep (27.8 degrees),
the XL is reasonably stable at a fast
clip. Combined with the short wheel-
base, this makes the bike a turning
fool. In really tight going, the Honda
will turn on the proverbial dime, and
give a good measure of change. The
frame geometry seems to be right-on.

Aiding and abetting the handling are
the tires. Patterned after the '‘Claw Ac-
tion’’ tires that are standard equipment
on the Honda dirt bikes these days, we
would have to say that these are the
first dual-purpose tires that work. If
your riding includes a generous helping
of both street and dirt, you'll be deliri-
ously happy with them. They grip well
in anything but sand—unlike a stan-
dard ‘‘trials’’ tire—and they are not
nearly as freaky on pavement as
knobbies. Considering that knobs
aren’t legal for street use, this is the
best compromise going.

Road rash

Speaking of pavement, part of our
testing included a 100-mile trip into
the back roads and canyons, to get an
idea of what kind of streeter the XL is.
A few quick notes: Top speed is right
around 55 mph, with an occasional
downhill burst to 65-70 or so. This is
not a happy freeway bike. In very fast,
rush-hour traffic, the XL will scare you
to death, and if there are hills or head-

(Continued on page 71)
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The most amazing thing about the The little 125 motor has a surprising __Forks actually have 7.9 inches of
shocks: They work. Silencerdoes an _ amount of power (up a full horse travel, could be a little stifferfor the
excellent job. from last year), but don’t expect to dirt. Front brake is good.

grunt it too hard. e

-




HONDA XL125S

(Continued from page 51)

winds to fight, the top speed will drop
below 50, and sixth gear will be hard to
pull. Very hard.

A ful! tank of gas will take you about
105 wide-open miles before reserve is
necessary, and reserve is probably
worth another 35 miles or so. Comfort
is good, with the seat getting pretty
hard after about 80 miles, but the
rubber-mounted handlebars, tank, seat
and footpegs do a good job of soaking
up vibration. None of that over-buzzed,
long ride feeling here. Only one prob-
lem: The XL is set up for one passenger
only. There are no buddy pegs or grap

- strap for a passenger, but considering

the amount of muscle that would be
needed to pull a passenger, you
wouldn’t be very happy even if you

- could carry one.

Not a bad bike to fight a gas crunch
with, all things being equal. The XL
will be happy as a clam going to and
from work or school, and will give you
the option of short-haul pavement-
scratching, or moderate trail riding, or
both, when you want to get out in the
real world. And the nice thing about
that option is that, unlike its brothers
of the past, the XL will do each job
equally well. A little slower than a
larger-bore bike, true, but just as much
fun. OJ
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REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE:

For firms or indiéliduals offering commercial products or services: $1.50 per word. . . minimum order $30.00.

READER RAT

For individuals with a personal item to buy or sell: $1.00 per word. . . minimum order $15.00.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: 1inch x 1 column, $75.00; 2 inch x 1 column, $150.00; 3 inch x 1 column, $300.00.
Freguency discount (CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ONLY): 5 percent for 6 months; 10 percent for 12 months paid in
advance. For additional sizes: information available on request. Advertiser to supply film negatives, right

reading, emulsion down.

All copy must be typewritten or clearly printed. Payment must accompany copy. First word in all classified ads
set in CAPS. All copy subject to publisher’s approval. Advertisers using Post Office box numbers in their
address MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad is run.

Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, DIRT BIKE Magazine, 16200 Ventura Boulevard, Encino

California 91436.

SALES REPS WANTED: We are looking for aggres-
sive sales reps, knowledgeable of street and dirt
markets, now working in established territories. We
are a large warehouse distributor of nationally adver-
tised products, with many prime territories available.
If you are interested in increasing your sales this year,
call Chuck at JIM O’NEAL DISTRIBUTING, INC.,
(213)705-3413.

SPORTPLANES, MINI-HELICOPTERS, MOTOR-
IZED HANG-GLIDERS. Plans/ kits/ complete. Many
types. Catalog $3.00. LFP, Dept. H, Box 19828, Hous-
ton, Texas 77024.

PISTON KITS —High compression pistons with rings
and wrist pin, for XL250 Honda, in overbore sizes:
.025mm, .050mm, .075mm, 1.0mm—$21.95. Com-
plete gasket sets for XL250 Honda, side-port engine—
$9.95. Contact F&T RACING, 4879 S. 51st, Omaha,
Nebraska 68117; (1-402) 733-1981.

WANTED — Good used bare frame for 175 Yamaha
1974, '75 Enduro. H.M. FITZCHARLES, Rt. 2, Lee
Road, Smyrna, Tennessee 37167.

BAY AREA BULTACO \

Honda XL-XR
250-500
2% gallon $49.50

Honda CR 250-R
3.2 gallon $49.50

o . .
Plastic tanks
formost models
1to 3.8 gallon
24 styles— 7 colors
Clarke Mfg. Co.

Rt. 1 Box 576

Mulino, OR 97042
(503) 829-2156

\'79 catalog ready now

MOTORCYCLE RECORD ALBUM...
Get Yours Now!

12 Great Songs Like “Dirt Bikin’"* And “Do It In
The Dirt.” For The Kids: Pop-A-Wheelie, And
Songs For The Street Rider. Add This Album
To Your Record Collection. Great Family Enter-
tainment. Specify Record-8 Track-Cassette.
We'll Pay Postage. Allow 30 Days. Send $6.95
To: Mova Fun Products ® Box 62126

Sunnyvale, CA 94086

BULTACO * KTM e HODAKA |

Buy a 1979 SHERPA T
from us and attend the
Donner Trials School for
a week at our expense.
Call or write for details!

5606 W. Manchester BI.
Westchester, CA 90045
(213) 649-1700

Send $1 for ‘79 Catalog and Sticker.

NATIONAL
HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE
ASSOCIATION

Suite 501, 1441 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10018
212-966-4320

SPECIALISTS IN 2CYCLE
ENGINE CYLINDER LINER
REPLACEMENT
Small Engine Machine Works, Inc.

2217 N. Vancouver Ave.
Portland, OR 97227
(503) 284-6983

@uall Engme Machine
Works, Inc.

Custom Manufactured
Motorcycle Cylinder Liners

YOU
NEED
PROTECTION!

Plus Products, Inc.
P.O. Box 14945
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

Please send me
add sales tax.)

Name

Dirt Bike binder(s). | have enclosed $7.95 for each binder ordered. (Nevada residents

Your back issues of Dirt Bike
magazine are going to increase in
value. Protect and preserve them in
a tough, durable binder. It sports a
finish with gold embossed lettering
on both the front and spine. Only
$7.95* each.

(*Price includes $1 for p and
handling.)

DB9-8

Address

City State

Zip

PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS ® ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
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