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WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this maga-
zine is potentially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders
seen in our photos are experienced experts or profes-
sionals. Do not attempt to duplicate any stunts that are
beyond your own capabilities. Always wear the appro-
priate safety gear. Dirt Bike does all of its testing and
photography legally on public land, or private land with
permission from the owner(s), and we abide by the local
laws concerning vehicle registration and muffler/spark
arrester requirements. We are not responsible for qual-
ity of aftermarket accessories we use.
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emember the Superbikers? Everyone

loved it. Spectators loved it for the ac-
tion. ABC loved it for the ratings. Television
viewers loved it for the living-room thrills.
Racers loved it for the money. Plus it gave
riders a chance to race against a whole new
set of competitors. It might be hard to be-
lieve, but professional motocross can get a
little boring at the top. You race against the
same riders week in and week out—rarely
is there a change in the cast of characters.

SUPERBIKER

SUPERBIKERS

Same race—different world

The Superbikers was different. Top mo-
tocrossers, road racers, dirttrackers, even
speedway riders were matched against each
other on a course that, theoretically at least,
was supposed to be a little of everything. It
was, truly, one of the great races of all time.

Now Superbikers is gone, a victim of in-
ternal broadcasting politics, but it’s not for-
gotten, at least not in France. This year

Above: Frenchman Stephane Peterhansel
proved that enduro riders can hold theirown
against the road race and MX superstars.

<4 World Road Race Champ Wayne Rainey
was the fastest man on the Carole circuit.
Maybe all those years on dirttracks weren’t
a waste after all.

marked the second running of the Guidon
&'Or Superbiker, or ‘‘The Superbiker’s
Golden Handlebar”’ The race is the step-
child of French promoter Philip Vassard.
““Crowd attendance comes second,”’ he ex-
plains. ‘‘The Carole circuit has hardly any
facilities for spectators. We could have chos-
en a bigger circuit with better accommoda-
tions, but Carole is very good for TV cover-
age and it’s close to Paris.”’

Finding a track with elements of moto-
cross and road racing actually was the easy
part. The biggest attraction of the old Su-
perbikers was seeing the champions them-
selves, side by side. If the riders didn’t show
up, there would be no show. ‘‘Last year, only
a few people believed Eddie Lawson would
come to Paris,”’ Vassard remembers. ‘‘He
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RESULTS:
GUIDON D’OR
SUPERBIKERS
Paris, France

SATURDAY
1. Eddie Lawson . ... Yam
2. Wayne Rainey . ... Yam
3. S. Peterhansel . . .. Yam
4. Broc Glover. . .....Hon
5. Laurent Pidoux . . . . Hus

SUNDAY
1. Wayne Rainey . ... Yam
2. S. Peterhansel . . .. Yam
3. Eddie Lawson . ... Yam
4. Broc Glover. . .....Hon
5. Gilles Salvador. . . .KTM
6. Wayne Gardner . .. Hon
7. Laurent Pidoux . . . . Hus
8. Eric Delannoy . . . .. Hon
9. Serge David . .. Hon
10. Louis Ristori . .. Hon

American road racer Randy Mamola had a
two-wheel-drive Husky. The drive train was
irrelevant, though; he rarely had both
wheels on the ground. »

Gilles Salvador leads American Randy Ma-
mola and World MX Champ Eric Geboers
through a tricky ‘‘S’’ section. Did the track
favor road racers? Absolutely. V¥




MICHELIN
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French Superbikers Champion Stephane Chambon showed up with two different
bikes—one was powered by a Ducati V-Twin, the other by a Husky four-stroke motor.
Some people just gotta be different . . .
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