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1980 -- A HOT Season for JT Riders
Between Howerton, Sun, Glover, and
LaPorte 2 out of every 3 races were won
using JT HOT STUFF! From the L.A.
Coliseumn to St. Pete, Florida; from
Unadilla, New York to Washougal,
Washington; from Pontiac.[

Michigan to e
New Orleans;

HOT STUFF
the leading edge.

JT CATALOG
09-099 $5.00

Dealer: send for catalog
on your letterhead.

JT HOT-Line!

I Need it fast? Call (714) 427-0971 to place your order l
(non-collect). Have part numbers, sizes and descrip-l

tions ready with proper measurements taken. Wrong

sizes ordered by customer will be charged for exchange l
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NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

COUNTRY

[c.o.p. CcasH Clvisa [JamM. EXPRESS [JMASTER CHARGE

CREDIT CARD #.

EXPIRATION DATE.

NAME ON CARD.

SIGNATURE

PART #

CUSTOM LETTERING/NUMBERING

NAME — — — — — — — — — $1.25/ Letter
9 Letter Limit

NUMBER 11" Numbers  $2.50/ Number

6% California Residents Add 6% Sales Tax
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Money orders avoid delay in shipping. Allow 45 days for orders paid I
by personal check. Under $10 order add $1.50 for handling. Foreign
orders add 10 % -- USA currency only. l
ALL ORDERS SHIPPED FREIGHT COLLECT.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. I

JT RACING USA TELEX 697-869
303 West 35th Street Suite C National City, CA 92050 I
I United States of America
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HUSKY XC250

FACTORY HONDA 500

On the cover: John
Whelchel jumps the YZ125
over the littlest YZ, while
little Shela trysto keep low.
Photo by Tom Webb.
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HUSKY XC 250

THEULTIMATE WOODS BIKE?

You Haveto Ride it Hard

By the staff of Dirt Bike, with special thanks to Dick Burleson

Basically, we were sitting around the
now famous Dirt Bike offices discuss-
ing the merits of King Richard’s 7th
national enduro title, when a strange
thought crossed our minds. How does
that sucker keep winning year after
year? It couldn’t all be his skill; you
can’t win on that alone. No way, Jose.
A percentage has to be the bike, other-
wise, the almighty YEN would have
lured him away long ago.

Since Dick has had such a tremend-
ous allegiance to Husky, maybe it was
that he was riding totally trick, one-off
bikes that would have any factory
rider drooling. Anyway, we decided to
press on and, with a couple of calls to
Husky, a bike was lined up for the last
National Enduro of the year. This
would be aracetest on a typically tight
woods run found in the Midwest. The
bike would be a 1981 Husky XC250.
Box stock. If there was any magic to
this Swedish iron, we’d find out, real
quick.

Wondering what the XC stands for?
We were too. Simply stated, it means
Cross-Country. Makes sense even to
our feeble minds. The XC has taken
the place of last years OR models.
Folks at Husky felt that too many
people associated OR with desert rid-

ing and XC would broaden the capa-
bilities of the new Husky.
First Impressions
As we rolled the XC out of the van,
the first thought was jeez, check out
those big forks. Big indeed; 40mm to
be exact. They looked giant compared

to the pencils found on last year’s bike.

‘““‘Almost 12 inches in those babies,
and not a flex to be found,’’ beamed
Dick, as we threw it on the stand.

Second, a large void existed between
the rear fender and tire; 12 plus! It
looked more like a motocrosser than
anything. Dick explained that the ma-
jority of people racing Huskys were
taking the CRs, putting a spark-arrest-
or on ’em and riding the local event.
Dick’s been doing it for a couple of
years, so Husky decided to offer a
woods bike with the long legs of the
MXer. While the travel is increased,
the seat height remains a mere 38
inches; still short enough for Burle-
son’s small 5’9’ frame.

The other thing that caught our
attention was the totally redesigned
gas tank. While still incorporating the
traditional good looks of the old Hus-
ky gas tanks, the new one is much slim-
mer, making weight transfer to the
front of the seat a simple proced-

e

B

Since our bike was preproduction, it wasn’'t equipped with the FIM style number

plates that will be found on the showroom models.

ure. In the past, they were fairly bulky
at the seat/tank junction and sliding
forward could result in instant grief.
Even with the slimmer profile, 55
miles to a tank is no problem.

Other Zoot, Stock Tidbits

Huskys have been coming stock
with Ohlins shocks for the last couple
of years. The XC is equipped with the
new generation piggyback style shocks.
These state-of-the-art units feature
Heim joints and dual-rate springs.
Piggybacks eliminate the hoses and
reservoirs from being bolted in strange
places on the bike.

Both top and bottom shock mounts
incorporate studs welded to the frame
and swingarm that the shock slips on-
to. Two 6mm bolts hold them in place.
Sano setup. Easily removed, no nuts
to mess with and the whole system is
well thought out. The mounting stud
on the swingarm is angled upward five
degrees. During compression, this
forces the shock inward on the swing-
arm, rather than outward. This takes
all the load off of the 6mm bolts hold-
ing them in place. Ingenious. Dust
seals are found on the bushings, and
these insure a long life for the Heim
joint.

Noise emitted from the Husky was
very low. Two reasons for this: 1.) The
expansion chamber, which is primar-
ily a CR unit, is constructed with two
walls. Between the walls, there’s a lay-
er of fiberglass, helping to keep the
decibel level down. 2.) The icing on the
cake is the spark-arrestor/silencer,
which also makes it off-road legal
wherever you ride.

Again, a 17-inch rear wheel appears
as a stock item, a factor that keeps the
seat height low while still allowing a
long-travel rear end. The gold rims re-
main, and the folks at Husky assured
us that the problem of the paint flak-
ing off is history; only time will tell.
The rims are accented by the gold
front forks, giving the bike a function-
al look while keeping the good Euro-
pean lines.
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- - Piggyback Ohlins worked great; they're
40mm forks provide a majorimprove- mounted on studs welded te the frame
ment over last year’s smallish models. and swingarm and pivot on heim-joints.
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Both hubs are conical in design and
laced up with good sized spokes. Dur-
ing the event, the spokes were checked
at all the pit stops, but they remained
secure. The rear brake pulls directly
over the swingarm pivot point, mak-
ing the action precise and lessening the
chances of chattering over stutter
bumps. While the front brake wasn’t
as strong as some of the Japanese units
offered, it had a positive feel to it.
Traveling down the left side of the
forks, the front brake cable was routed
in a way that, while braking, no pul-
sating was felt in the handle. On the
front backing plate, the brake arm
tucks in close and prevents the chance
of eating tree bark for lunch. Sum-
ming up the binders, they were good,
yet didn’t have any tendencies to lock
up unexpectedly. The shoes are large
and offer a good brake surface area,
which explains their stopping power.

Bits and Pieces
One thing noticed was the ease of
the clutch and front-brake action. The
light pull of both levers can be attrib-
uted to the cables. Both house lube fit-
tings on them, and Dick explained that
they should be oiled before every ride.



HUSKY XC 250

Saddle foam has been improved this
year, offering a firmer feel while rid-
ing. Older models had the foam break
down quickly.

A giant air box is hooked up to the
38 Mikuni. Utilizing two spring clips
to hold the filter in place, just pinching
them together lets the filter slip out.
Pull theright side cover out and the fil-
ter is staring you in the face. The air
box is simple, effective and easy to
service.

Almost forgot to mention the gas
cap. Goneis the ventless type found
on earlier models. It’s offset on the
tank, and not a drop of the precious
stuff leaked out.

As with last year’s bikes, there’s a
bar welded under the motor for pro-
tection. Running lengthwise on the
bike, the skid bar dips about an inch
lower than the bottom frame rails.
Average coverage for the cases but
lottsa luck throwing it on a milk crate.
Balancing at a 45-degree angle isn’t
one of its better tendencies; you’ll
need to make a custom stand for it.
For desert or heavy rock use, we sug-
gest a full-coverage skid plate.

Other stock items include a Gunnar
gasser throttle, split perch Magura
lever assemblies and a folding shift
lever. (Where’s the folding brake lev-
er?) Husky finally took off their blind-
folds when it came to the kickstarter.
Still not great, but it tucks in far
enough so that it doesn’t interfere with
your leg. Like most European bikes,
it’s found on the left side. Operation is
marginal, but the bulge is gone.

Riding the Swedish Way

While talking to the King about rid-
ing the Husky, he says that its best
traits are found when it is ridden ag-
gressively; weight forward, power on
through the turns, using the clutch
whenever possible. When practicing,
we found this absolutely true. The
Husky turns best when you are on the
gas. Start cruising, get a little tired,
and all the nice mannerisms disappear.
A smaller flywheel is found on the XC,
as compared to the WR. This is anoth-
er reason for assaulting the trails,
rather than just motoring. The bike
would explode from tree to tree when
ridden correctly, just like Burleson.
Back off, lazily move your weight to
the rear of the bike, and it steers like a
battleship.

Finally, it was time for the race.
Zero the odometer, and we’re gone.

After riding the bike for a while, you
feel like the bars are a tad too high. A
little lower would allow you to get
your weight forward and over the bars
while turning.

The suspension soaks up anything
that the trail has to offer, quite easily.
The forks are the single-best improve-
ment and their action is great and flex-
free. Over rocky trails, the front and
rear suspensions are soft enough to
keep the wheels from reacting violent-
ly; they stay in contact with the trail.
Big jumps and large whoops are not a
threat either. The suspension is very
progressive; soft on the small stuff and
able to handle the hard, heavy impacts
upon demand.

In the real tight woods, the power-
on style that the Husky demands had
us rocketing from turn to turn. Weight
over the front wheel when entering a
turn, power on, clutch it and, the XC
was through the turn effortlessly. Dur-
ing the enduro, the long test sections in
the woods brought out the finest in the
XC. The tighter the trail, the better the
Husky would go. Even with very little
time on the bike, the Husqvarna had
us going for a top-five finish overall.

Long, rough uphills were tamed eas-
ily; the 250 would pull them without
the slightest hint of bogging. The
motor pulls from the bottom. Off-
camber hills became a joke; just throw
itin a higher gear and lug the engine.

.  : FA‘\ TOR} RECOMMENDED JETTING:

.94 octane min

HdﬁdVatriaZﬁOXC:: -
CI'OSSCOUnth', '

38mm Mikuni  TRA

..... 2 9U S. gallons -
AAIumlnum‘ -

(RA E) .

‘ 152mm (6.0 inches)
WEIGHTWITH ONE GALLON GAS . ...231Ibs.
RIM MATERIAL A!ummum alloy

..300x21 Barum
..B 50x17 Barum
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WAREHOUSE SALE

- IKRAUSE RACING

Compare Our Prices
& Go For It!!

HI-CARBON STEEL BARS

$15.49
RED, YELLOW, BLUE — ALL BENDS
O RH SUZUKI O TYPE I HONDA
O OW-HI YAM. 0O OW-LOW YAM.
O MINI RH O MINI G P

NYLON/VELCRO BAR PADS

$4.95
0 HONDA O SUZUKI O YAMAHA
O HUSKY O KAWASAKI O ONEAL

NATIONAL CENTER

=FIZOW=BENCH rorTing ’

FACTORY PARTS

SUN ALLOY RIMS
ALL MODEL BIKES

O 18 inch

STAINLESS SPOKE SETS
ALL MODEL BIKES

THIS END UP
BOYESEN
DUAL STAGE REEDS:

Ml O CR80R, KX 80, YZ80 (D,E,F,G,H),
YZ 100/125/175F, YZ 100 G, H,

O KX 125/250/420, KDX 175/250/400,
CR 125/250 R, Maico 250

0 RM 80 (C,N,T), RM 100/125 (N,T),
RM 100 thru 400 (A,B,C,N,T)
PE 175/250/400 (N,T) $10.95
O YZ 125/250/400/465 (D,E,F,G,H),
IT 125/250/400 G,H

$35.95 | ¥

.| O Husky 250/390/420

We ship worldwide - UPS/COD - No
minimum - Allow for modest freight
fee - VISA/Mastercharge O.K. - Dealer
inquires invited - 1981 catalog $3.00 -
Call now or write: Krause Racing,
305 E. North Ave., Northlake, IL60164
(312) 344-2233, of course!!

Name.

Gargantuan get-offs! Endless endos! Fab-
ulous feats of self-inflicted fanny flogging!

You guessed it: It's time for another fantastic issue of
CRASH & BURN. Pages and pages of some of the funniest
situations to tangle man and machine together. See once-in-
a-lifetime events forever preserved by the impeccably taste-
ful staff of DIRT BIKE Magazine. You'll laugh until your
fenders turn limp and fall off!

Make check or money order payable to: CRASH & BURN,
Box 317, Encino, California91316

Address

City/State/Zip

(Please enclose $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling for each
copy ordered. Canada add $1 and all other foreign add $1.50
postage and handling for each copy ordered. All items will be
shipped by surface mail. U.S. funds please.) DB2-1
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HUSKY XC 250

Husky style demands weight forward,
power on and liberal use of the clutch;
Burleson demonstrates.

Shifting was positive. The throw is
longer than on Japanese bikes, but any
missed shifts were usually the rider’s
fault. An area where the Husky is in
the dark ages is primary start; they still
don’t have it. If you never stall it dur-
ing an event, then the non-primary
start won’t bother you. Most of us are
human, though, and locking up the
brakes and killing the motor in a tight
section is commonplace. Trying to
find neutral once you’ve stalled on a
gnarly, rocky trail will get you snarling
with anger. The Husky 430 (available
soon) has primary kick. Why not the
Husky 250?

Summarized. . .

As you’ve probably figured out by
now, we fell in love with Husky’s new-
est woods weapon. The bike we rode
was stock—down to the bone. To
make the bike enduro legal, a head-
light, speedo and WR fender were in-
stalled. These come stock on the WR
models.

What doesn’t come from the factory
on the WR is the 40mm fork assembly
or the + 12-inch travel found in the
suspension department. This question
now comes up: Would you be better
off with the shorter enduro ready
WR? Are the larger forks and in-
creased travel on the XC worth the ex-
tra cost of having to fork out for a
speedo and lights? It is our feeling that
the XC is well worth the added ex-
penses of having to buy the accessories
tomake it enduroready.

Last month, we tested the KDX 250
Kawasaki. At that time, we felt the
chance of someone bettering that bike
was slim. Well . . . Husky takes it, by a
nod.

All in all the Husqvarna XC250
allowed you to get through the woods
and tight trails with maximum effi-
ciency. Ridden right, you can focus all
your attention on speed. And, if tro-
phy hunting is your bag, the XC is the
bike you need. []



