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L e in the ATV fast lane has been evolv-
ing at an epidemic rate. Just a few short
years ago, most AT Vs had the sophistication
of a wooden spoon. They were big-wheeled,
bogus-handling blenders that featured very
little suspension technology and used dated
engine concepts dropped from the moto-
cross lineup years earlier. Not any longer,
Barklips!
Today’s high-performance, sport-minded
 ATVs are, in a word, advanced. The two-
_stroke engines are specially made for the

ATV pilot, designed with counterbalancers

to limit vibration, and have wide-ratio gear-
boxes for overall usability. All of the power-
plants can be made hostile with a little bit
of aftermarket triekery, and in stock trim
each chassis features rising-rate, ad Justable
rear suspension systems.

Dirt Bike has tested all of the top mociels ‘

on the market. The Honda ATC250R, the
Kawasaki Tecate, the Yamaha Tri-Z, the
Suzuki Quadracer and the Honda Fourlrax
250R. What we have left is World War 11I—a
giant shootout between the five contest-
ants. Three three-wheelers and two four-
wheelers, 17 wheels face to face. Let’s meet
the warriors.

Serious air is possible on both three- and
four-wheeled machines. The Suzuki proved
to be the more stable flier, but the Yamaha
was quite capable of the long launch.

HONDA FOURTRAX 250R

This is probably the most awaited and
dreamed about ATV in history. It’s a four-
wheeled, 250cc tyrant that boasts nearly
eight inches of front travel and nine inches
out back. Up front, longish shocks are
mated to tall front meats, and the system is
designed not to bump-steer. The tail section
is handled via a single-shock Pro-Link that
is multi-adjustable in its damping. Power is
supplied through Honda’s proven R-series
engine, which has been detuned from the

ATC version to compensate for the added '

weight and drag of the extra wheel.

o

ATV dune shredding.
In conditions like this,
all the ATVs performed

... 1o perfection.

e

KAWASAKI TECATE 250

Here’s the power demon of the class with
a KIPS power-valved engine and a usable
spread of juice that ends somewhere near
the stratosphere. This year Kawasaki thor-
oughly updated the Tecate with new, beefy
forks, more travel, a longer chassis and
lower-profile rear rubber. The rear Uni-Trak
spits out just under ten inches of travel, and
the machine is renowned for its incredible
handling and cornering ability. Add the




snarling-fast, mid-range to top-end power,
coupled to a five-speed tranny, and you’ve
got a competitive racer wearing a farmer’s
overalls.

YAMAHA TRI-Z250
Yamaha spent the off season performing

major surgery on its Tri-Z. Effectively, the
powerband has been lengthened, giving it
a shade more in the revs department. It’s still
the torquer of the group, and with a six-
speed gearbox, it is definitely aimed at the
all-around driver. The Tri-Z is unique among

Tecate, Suzuki and FourTrax. The fling-

., ability of the Tecate lends itself to rad

erials, even with the large frame of the
Yolfman aboard. Sky jamming on the four-

“wheelers is a matter of “point it and

pegit.”

the entrants since it carries the fuel under
the seat and has the airbox mounted high,
where the tank normally rests. They’ve add-
ed some girth to the cheesy suspenders,
making them more rigid, besides having a
lot more travel.




ATV SHOOTOUT CHARTS
o

 AVERAGE . EXCELLENT

POWER

ATC250R .
FOURTRAX 2508
TECATE 250
QUADRACER 250 _
TRIZZ50

HANDLING

ATC250R
FOURTRAX 2508
TECATE 250 .
QUADRACER 250
TRIZ280

SUSPENSION

ATC250R
FOURTRAX 2508

TECATE 250
QUADRACER 250
TRI:Z250

ATC250R -
\FOURTRAX 250R
TECATE 250

SHOOTOUT?

HONDA ATC250R

Without a doubt, the ATC250R has been
the leader in both motor technology and ad-
vancements in ATV suspension. The Honda
six-speed, R-series motor pumps out serious
horsepower off of idle. It has an awe-inspir-
ing mid-range wallop and, combined with
the wide-ratio tranny, tops out at nearly 75
mph. It’s the first three-wheeler to come
with big, flex-free forks and almost pins the
10-inch mark on travel. By using low-profile
Ohtsu rear meats and an adjustable axle
width, the 250R has held top billing among
the three-wheelers in the handling wars.

SUZUKI QUADRACER 250

This is the machine that set the ATV on
its fanny last year. The first high-
performance four-wheeled ATV made its
debut in ’85. Via good overall suspension

mixed with a ‘“grunter” engine and han-
dling prowess that borders on perfect, it
became the machine to beat this year. Suzuki
merely updated the Quadracer for ’86 with
a healthier engine and better rear damping
on its Full Floater. It has proven itself as
the top ATV in ’85 and, with the unveiling
of Honda’s FourTrax 250R, it finally sees
some competition.

WHOA, NOAH. WHO WINS AND

WHO SHOWAS?

While we have nothing against three-
wheelers, we’re going to put it on the line.
Four-wheelers are the future of ATVs.
They’re easier to ride, more stable for the
masses, and in the end, do everything a
three-wheeler does, only easier. With that
in mind, here’s our final breakdown in the
ATV shootout.

1. Honda FourTrax 250R

2. Suzuki Quadracer 250

3. Honda ATC250R

4. Kawasaki Tecate 250

5. Yamaha Tri-Z250 []

f| QuabRACER D50

TRIZ250
EASE OF RIDING

ATCos0R
FOURTRAX 2508
TECATE 250
QUADRACER 250
TRI-Z250

FOURTRAX 2508
QUADRACER 250
ATC250R
TECATE 250
TRIZ250

HONDA ATC250R HONDA FOURTRAX 250R KAWASAKI TECATE KXT250B1 = SUZUKI LT250RG QUADRACER YAMAHA TRI-Z250
| Enginetype .. .. ... . . .. Single-cylinder, liquid- . . ... . . Single-cylinder, liquid-. . . .. .. .. Single-cylinder, liquid-. . .. ....... Single-cylinder, liquid-. . .. ..., .. Single-cylinder,
I cooled, 2-stroke cooled, 2-stroke cooled, 2-stroke cooled, 2-stroke liguid-cooled,
2-stroke
! Displacement .. ... .. ... ... 246cc. . 2d6ce . g496c o 249cc 246cc
’ Boreandstroke ...... .. ... eemmx7amm ... eemmx72mm ... . 70mmx649mm. ... . ..., .. 70mmx648mm. ... . ... 68mmx68mm
\ Carburetion. . ....... ... .. . 34mmKeihin ... ..o 3dmmKeihin ... ... ... dmmMikuni ... 2mmMikunt . 32mm Mikuni
: Ignitlon ... . ... ... . Bl el Sl PEL . CDI
g Transmission .. ........... Bspead o Begpepd 0 Gspead ... Bespepd o 6-speed
Fuel tank capacity ... ... ... 28pals 0 26gals. 0 23gals... o 29gals.. ... 2.6 gals.
Wheelbase ... ... ... .. . .. Sibin. Bldin.. 0 504 SO8IN.. 524 in.
Seatheight ... . ... ... . .. o5Mm......... ... eg9in. . . 295in. 0 im0 29.7 in.
Weight claimed, dry . .. ... .. 29108 . 0 2B, 280lbs: ... 29810bs. . 0 294 Ibs.
Suspension:
Pront . . 39mm air adj. forks, ... .. ... . Double A-arm, preload adj., ... .44mmairadj.forks, ........ .. .. Double A-arm, preload adj., ...... 39mm air adj. forks,
98 in, travel 79 in. travel 98 in. travel 79 in. travel 10.0 in. travel
. Rear ... Pro-Link, comp./reb. damp. . . .Pro-Link, comp./reb. damp. . . . .. Uni-Trak, comp./reb. damp. .. ... .. Full Floater, reb. damp. adj., .... .. Monocross, comp./
’, adj., 98 in. travel adj., 9.0 in. travel adj., 9.8 in. travel 78 in. travel reb. damp. adj.,
93 in. travel
Brakes:
FOmt. ... Hydraulicdise ... .. . . . Hydrauticdise .. .. .. ... .. Hydrauliedise . . 00 Hydrauliedise ¢ . .0 0 Hydraulic disc
Rear . Hydraulicdise ... ... Hydraulicdise ... .. Hydrauliedise .. ... .. . Hydraulicdise ... . Hydraulic disc
Intendeduse. ... ... .. ... .. Recreation/racing . ....... .. Recreation/fracing .......... .. Recreationfracing . ............. Recreation/racing . ... .......... Recreation/racing
Countryoforigin .. ...... .. Japan.. .. 0 dJapam. o dapan oo e dapan .o o Japan
Suggested retail price . .. . .. $2348 . ... ... $2doB. $2349 $2349. . $2299
Distributor/Manufacturer . . .. American Honda Motor Corp. . American Honda Motor Corp. . . .Kawasaki Motor Corp., USA . . .. . .US. SuzukiMotorCorp. ..... . .. Yamaha Motor Corp.
100 W. Alondra Blvd. 100 W. Alondra Bivd. 2008 E. Edinger 3251 E. Imperial Hwy. 6555 Katella Ave.
Gardena, CA 90247 Gardena, CA 90247 Santa Ana, CA 92705 Brea, CA 92621 Cypress, CA 30630
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