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ON THE COVER:—Dirt Bike test rider Steve Schmitz gets absolutely nuts aboard the rejuvenated
Yamaha YZ125. Steve completed a 180-degree aerial maneuver for the DB cameras. Tom Webb
took the photo, and Flash Kuhn snapped the awesome “whip” shot. DeWest artfully designed the
cover, and Valley Film performed the color separations.

WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine is poten-
tially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our photos are
experienced experts or professionals. Do not attempt to duplicate
any stunts that are beyond your own capabilities. Always wear the
appropriate safety gear.
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FIRST MUD, PART 1

Off-road life is tough. It’s savage. It requires
consummate skill, inside knowledge, well-
tuned equipment and, yes, sheer personal
courage. It can be areal jungle. . .or a desert
.. .or a gnarly, tree-choked forest. But what-
ever it is, DIRT BIKE gives you everything
you need to conquer it. Riding tips from the
masters of terrain like Gary Bailey, the MX
Professor, Husky’s Larry Roeseler and Hon-
da’s Johnny O. Tuning secrets, inexpensive
hop-ups, trick new items and comprehensive
bike tests. That’s the DIRT BIKE advantage.
Because what you find in here gives you a
brutal edge over the competition—out there.

One-year subscription $14.98, two-year
subscription $25.95. Canada add $4 for one-year
subscription and $8 for two-year subscription addi-
tional postage and handling. All other foreign
orders add $5 for one-year subscription and $10 for
two-year subscription additional postage and han-
dling. PLEASE USE INTERNATIONAL MONEY
ORDER IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY.

“TOMBO” STALKS THE
NEWSSTAND

.. .and can't find a copy of DIRT BIKE
anywhere—it’s all sold out! Tombo’s not too
happy about this, but hey, it’s really his own
fault. He’s been meaning to take that trip into
the village to mail in his subscription.. . .

Don’t make the same barbaric mistake.
Make a command decision toward more off-
road adventure: Subscribe to DIRT BIKE
right now!

See envelope for more details on how to
subscribe.

GET THE

AT BIKE

"ADVANTAGE.
SUBSCRIBE

Please allow eight weeks for delivery of first

et oot ] ZZW ) ONE OFFROAD
ease make check or money order payable to -
9502, Mision il Catforaia 913459500, U . Z// IZQ/ , MAGAZINE







had its fair share of problems, but like the
-red competition, when left in a stock state, it
was as reliable as a tank.

'REWIND, REALIGN AND REFINE
~ For 1986, Yamaha has opted to go with a
~ middle class four-stroke designed to fit the

. cavity left by Honda, which decided to drop
its 350 in favor of a 250. This may prove to

be the “Pepsi challenge” as far as marketing

genius is concerned. The ’86 Yamaha TT350

~ putsout a very potent four-stroke rush that -
would never be mistaken for a 250. Powered

by 346cc of four-stroke, four-valved, ove
'head cam muscle, the 350 has more tha

. 'stump—pulling,tcrque of this machine will
 leave you without excuses if you fail to scale
your intended goal. ,
~ Out on the flat tarmagc, it’s simply a ques-
tion of how fast the operator is willing to

For serious play, small four-strokes
tend to be no fun, but big four-
strokes are tons of fun.
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SINISALO COMFORT DEFENSE

The new SCD system brings to the market

a complete new concept in product development.
We have tomorrow’s product technology here to-
day. Introducing the new 1986 Sinisalo mx-boot.
Designed to be the ultimate in comfort, protec-
tion, and durability. Constructed with the finest
grade of leather available. This boot will fit
your needs as well as your wallet. It's the best
choice in boots for several seasons ahead.

\ @/ A
See your local dealer  Sinisalo USA Corporation S J M ![ SAM

for more information 23042 Alcalde Drive, Ste B
v or call Sinisalo Laguna Hills, CA 92653

',. UISA Corbaratin, Tol: (714) 768-4188 allow yourself something perfect




mm YAMAHA TT350 ms

Flight time aboard the TT350 resulted in
“four-stroke stability’”—meaning that
though burdened by 250-plus pounds, the
TT proved a safe flier.

bike, the pressure was relieved in the forks,
and this helped but didn’t cure the dilemma.
We learned to live with the situation. Raising
the oil level 10mm helped, but it’s our esti-
mation that the forks need stiffer springs.

The damping chores out back are handled
by a rising-rate monoshock, again a YZ
hand-me-down. The progressive action of
the gas/oil shock brought smiles to the faces
of all testers. In the course of the test, the big
TT was put through its paces in every imagi-
nable situation, and the rear end responded
with nary a snivel. In direct comparison with
the front end, the rear suspension system
passed with flying colors.

IT’S HANDLED

With a claimed dry weight of 249 pounds,
the TT is definitely not anorectic. But then
again, try naming a production four-stroke
that is. Weight, when distributed correctly,
can be dealt with, and the ’86 350 is proof of
that. While slightly hampered in the high-
speed department by the fork action, the
overall handling of the thumper is surpris-
ing. In all but the tightest situations, the
Yamaha responds as it should. There are no
eye-opening glitches through high-speed
sweepers, and the straight-line tracking is
smooth and controlled. In tight switchbacks
or rock-infested trails, the 350’s weight will
become apparent, but a qualified jockey
should have no problem dealing with it.

The newly designed single downtube
cradle frame must take some of the credit for
the overall handling prowess of this big ma-
chine. The aluminum swingarm out back
keeps the rear end from doing any sudden
break dances, and the positive weight distri-
bution handles the rest.

Fueled by twin Teikei Kikaki carburetors,
the TT runs cleanly and efficiently through-
out the range. Even killer nosebleed hills
failed to make the Yamaha blubber, and in
the wide-open spaces the big 350 just
kept pulling.

A LITTLE OF DIS
AND A LITTLE OF DAT

Thankfully, a machine capable of such
top-end speed and weighing nearly 250
pounds without fluids, has been graced with
a front disc brake. The reasons are obvious.
The front stopper on the big thumper is pro-
gressive, and plainly and simply, a pleasure
to deal with. The trick plastic guard protect-
ing the rotor is not only hot looking, it will
prevent mud and brush buildup.

Standard drum-type shoes handle the
stopping chores out back. When compared

The eye-watering top-end muscle is easily
harnessed by the power of the disc front
brake. The fancy plastic guard, though not
capable of preventing serious rock dam-
age, should be able to keep the smaller
branches from disrupting stopping ability.

Such trick features as the case savers and
sturdy folding brake add up to a big plus
for the off-road enthusiast.

Enginetype ... = . . Alr-cooled single-cylinder,
' ’ _ SOHC, 4-stroke

Bore and stroke . .
_ Displacement .. . ..
 Carburetion . . .
Fuel tank capacity

:  Lubrication .

TeikSI Kikaki Y24PV11

. pae6

. 08891

Gea:lng ftontlrear
ignition .
. Recommended spark plug;
_ 'SIlencerIspark arrester

.Cbi

144ﬂmm issl]in )

1986 YAMAHA TT350

. 86mmx596mm

Seat height ... .. . .920mm (36.2 in.)
Rakeftrail. . .. . | .. 275%115mm
 Wet weigt\t, no fuet . L .. 253 Ibs.

Tire size and type:
946 L (25 gals)
. Wt sump.' _

182
13681
10801

07591
. 14/50

From,..“.,,; 41mmte1&soopnc

. . . 280mm (110 in.)
R_ea‘r o Mnnocross, adj]. comp./reb.,

v . _ 280mm (110 in)

_intended use . . Off-road/enduro

Country ét'origm - Japan

Retallprice, approx. ... ... . $2199

Ground clearance ... ... ... ... .. .. 310mm (12.2 in)

.. 80110021 4PR IRC
100/100-18 4PR IRC

Distributor/Manutacture
Yhmaha,Mo!or

el
Cypress. CA 90830
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FACTORY
PARTS
OUTLET

e WE SPECIALIZE IN GENUINE
FACTORY REPLACEMENT PARTS
AND ACCESSORIES

e ASK ABOUT OUR DEALER
DISCOUNT AND MICROFICHE
PROGRAMS

e WE WILL MATCH ANY
ADVERTISED PRICE FOR
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT PARTS

EST/MON-THURS 10-9 PM
ORDER DESK FRI & SAT 10-6 PM

1-800-321-0593

IN OHIO, CUSTOMER SERVICE AND U PS DA| |_Y

ALL OTHER INQUIRIES—216-352-3729

SAVINGS
UPTO
25% OFF
' YAMAHA
sSUZUKI

mm .YAMAHA TT350 ==

with the powerful front disc, however, the
action feels anemic, and they barely fulfill
their intended use.

In the looks department the TT got oohs
and aahs wherever we went. The plastic air
scoops enhance the exterior package, as well
as direct cool air to the magnesium alloy
head.

The fuel tank carries gas nice and low on
the left side of the machine, where it should.
The side panels tuck in nicely, and we experi-
enced no meltdown on the exhaust side. The
front numberplate/headlight combination is
sano and functional. The 55-watt halogen
headlight should shed enough light to keep
you on the trail. Both front and rear fenders
keep the muck off the bod, and the front
unit is vented to further increase airflow to
the powerplant. The stock plastic lever pro-
tectors are a welcome sight, and the rear tool
pouch carries just about every tool needed to
keep you chugging along.

Little trick items like the case savers on the
frame, aluminum folding shifter, and stan-
dard odometer all result in a sano package.

THE RIGHT WHITE

Yamaha has come up with a highly com-
petitive four-stroke muscle machine that is
quite capable of giving the dominant Red

PO. BOX 999, PAINESVILLE, OHIO 44077

Brigade a run for the money. The four-
stroke enduro mount is here to stay, and
judging from this bike, there is no reason it
shouldn’t be. []

NEW'
D L. D 520 TURBO
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World’s First ““Self-Cleaning”
- Off-Road Chain

D.I.D is pleased to introduce their all-new 520 Turbo
Chain. Specially designed ““fluted” side plates allow
dirt to easily escape from between the chain and
) sprockets, reducing the chance of an engine “‘stall’”’ or of
derailing the chain from the sprocket.
Whether you ride an off-road motorcycle or ATV, you'll
really appreciate this remarkable engineering
breakthrough. New D.I.D 520 Turbo Chain costs little more
than ordinary chain but gives you D.I.D features, D.I.D
quahty and legendary D :

Puttmg the power to the

g MOTORCYCLE
'CHAIN & RIM

rbu‘nd for over 50 years.

chain 100 links $46.46 plus $10.00 shipping
Centennial Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854.




