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SUZUKI
TS-90
HONCHO

A Powerful, Rotary
Valve Lightweight
with Big Bike Styling.

CYCLE WORLD
I S
I MPRESSION
e

plifies an ideal of sorts; some-
thing sought by enihusiasts and
molarcycle manufacturers alike. The
Honcho will be desired by the motors
eyelist for its spirited acceleration, along
with comfori, siyling and street-dir
versatility —factors delermining one's
“fun quotient” out in the boonies,
Those in the bike business will find it
appealing as% a goal; an excellent blend
of styling, mechanical design and 2
competitive price tag (5374 p.o.e.),
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T]lE SUZUEIN TS-90 Honcho exems-

In appearance the TS-90 shares the
basic styling theme of the Suruki 250
Savage, with an extroslarge seat which
flips wp for aceess to the ol tank and
teol kit, low profile gas tank and moto-
cross [ype front fork. It also has o new
double cradle frame rather than the
pressed  sieel backbonme wsed o most
carlize Suzuk: small bores. And while
the tube frame is a bif more expensve
tee produce than the pressed unit, it can
b somewhal lighter, an important fac-
tor in small displacement machines

But i spite of this the Honcho is noi
truly o lightweight lghtwelght, It s
actually a trifle hefty for a 90, scaling
213 Ib, with o half tank of fuel But
trimming off excess poundage should be
an  eaty chore ax lighte, horm, steel
fenders and such can be femoved by the
racerto-be in short order. In this way
omne could pare away 30 b, or 50

Further. a hl,g,ll performance kit is
available from Surzuki dealers thal
boosts displacement 1o 100 ¢c. In its
standard state of tune the rotary valvesd
efgie & no slouch, producing a genuine
Il bhp which scoots the bike right
along. With a few more bhp the high
strung Honcho becomes 3 rapid Little
mount indeed,

Barly in the tesi we found ihat the

Hancho thves on revs but comes with
gearing a tad too tall for the dert, 0
doesn’t lend itsell to lugging but when
engine speed approaches aboutg 55040
Tpm, power comes on with o respectable
snap.

However, this moderate “peakiness”
combined with the T590'% compara-
tively short (47 in.) wheelbase makes
for rather casy front wheel lofting. This
v particularly npoticeable wnder hard
pceeleration when third gear wheelies
itarile the unsuspecting rider,

The short wheelbase also allows for
quick stesrnng and mancuverability in
the dirl. at o slight expense in stability
on really rowgh ground. Here, a rider
cam pick hes sway past rustic obsiacles
with ressonoble eose, steering as muwch
with thraftle as with fork lock

We were well impressed with the
bike's sturdy suspension, Damping at
both ends is good, with generous travel.
The front fork provides 5.5 in. maowe.
ment whele the rear travels about 3 in.,
allowing the fider to challenge some
very rough countryside before things
begin (o clatter and clunk.

Eoth front and rear wheels were shod
with 2.75-18 Trials Universal tires. Foz
the front thit £ a wite choice of rubber
as it bites well and resists sbding away.



But in our estimation, the rear lire
doesn’t offer a large enough foatprint
On the sireet it is adequate, bul fof
aff-road work a fatter 3.00-15 would be
more approprate.

Quite surprising s the lttle bike's
readiness o £ing up Lo ils top speed of
60 mph, By using the alloroller-and
meedle bearing engine's ability o ey
freely, one merely 1akes 2 handful of
throtile, releases the clutch apg begins
rowing on the lefl mounted shitler ol
the [ive-specd gearbox. The ratios seem
well placed with overall gearing spread
between 32.5:1 (first gear) and 100
in fifth. We'd 'ill:!liililll.' 1o predict wial
the top speed i with the hop-up kit
without actual experience with L, bui
factory sources indicate the far side of
70 mph 1 attaimable with $tandard
gearing

Im all, the Suruki TS 15 an impres-
sive bike in several aspects. The empha-
55 & on racy, molodross styling, hare
moanisusly combined with street Regal
equipment. Call it Japaness Meo-Cobby;
pa doubt the Honcha will be o bag seller
on that count alone. And it offers
plenty of oats for its diplacement in
standard form, with a kil o extract
gven more powef 107 The racer In sum,
lots of fun Fof 4 good price )
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