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You can bet your case-reeds on this open c/ass contender
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Huge, notched cylinder fins and four-petal case reed block are departures from standard Can-Am technology.

. J
MX4 370 is Can-Am'’s first open class motocrosser.
Its engine produced 37.6 horsepower at 7500 rpm.
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Marzocchi's new ZTi magnesium fork
370 and works well; the Dunlop front tire does not.

® |N MOTOCROSS THERE'S A SHORT WAY TO
spell horsepower: Can-Am. Bombardier’s
early rotary-valve motorcycles booted
their small-bore opposition right off the
first available straightaway and into the
nearest weed patch. Had motocross
tracks been dragstrips, Can-Ams would
have ruled absolutely. But motocross
tracks weren’t, and the Can-Ams didn’t.
When tracks got serious in a treacherous
sort of way, better handling motocrossers
kicked in the Can-Ams’ rotary valves. So
Can-Am learned. The MX4 series brought
the Canadian bikes into the world of con-
temporary suspension, and at the same
time Bombardier dialed the horsepower
down to make life easier for riders.

But the page-one sensation in the MX4
series is Can-Am'’s all-new 370 open class
motocrosser. There’s not a rotary valve in
sight. To Can-Am’s disc-valve faithful, this
piston-port, case-reed 370 is no less he-
retical than appointing Rasputin to the
College of Cardinals. Can-Am has made
the switch work, and the new 370 will heat
up open class motocross.

When you climb aboard the Can-Am
MX4 370, you notice at once that your feet
can rest comfortably on the ground,
something that's becoming increasingly
rare as motocross designers increase
suspension travel every year. The spring-
loaded, folding footpegs are mudproof
and really grip your boots in wet or dry
conditions. The riding position and con-
trols are quite comfortable. The 370’s
handgrips are our personal favorite.
They're so good, in fact, that they would
make a good accessory for any bike.
Other soft rubber grips develop a slick
glaze after extended use; the Can-Am
grips don’t. The throttle assembly and
contoured levers are Magura compo-
nents; and although the throttle isn’t as
fast as some quick throttles, it's suited to
the power characteristics of the engine.

The orange plastic tank holds two gal-
lons; while this small capacity tank will
discourage enduro and desert use, its
design provides for a narrow tank/seat
junction—just perfect for motocross. The
large, Preston Petty fenders are orange
with black pin-striping; these plastic units
are both light and strong.

The 370's frame, built in pure-grade
chrome-moly, is exactly the same as the
smaller MX4 250. Can-Am, like European
manufacturers, makes the same frame
serve double duty in both the 250 and
open class. This saves money on the
production line but sometimes leaves a
company with a pudgy 250. The Can-Am
370 engine fits the frame perfectly, and it
weighs a trim 238 pounds. That’s only two
pounds more than the 250 Can-Am pro-
totype Cycle tested in March 1978.

Viewed from the side with the tank and
seat off, the Can-Am frame appears to sag
worse than a milk wagon’s horse. The
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main backbone and the seat-support rails
intersect to form a V-shape. This design is
primarily responsible for the bike's low
seat height, despite the fact that the Can-
Am has 9.8 inches of rear wheel travel and
over nine inches up front. On the starting
line both feet can be planted firmly on the
ground, and that’s a good thing. However,
the seat—though it's thickly padded and
very comfortable—angles downward into
the tank and tends to slide you forward in
sand or under heavy braking. This be-
comes uncomfortable when you brake
hard just before hitting a berm, or when
centrifugal force shoves you into the back
of the gas tank.

In the steering head are two adjustable
cones that can be positioned to alter the
rake angle as much as six degrees. Large
O-rings protect the cones, and the radial
needle bearings supporting the steering
stem, from dirt. When we received our test
bike the steering rake was set at 31 de-
grees. After riding the bike on hard-
packed motocross tracks and a sand
course, we changed the rake angle to 29
degrees. The Can-Am then steered much
quicker but developed straight-line
instability in the sand. The quicker 29-
degree setting works well for tight moto-
cross tracks, while more rake will be re-
quired for desert racing events. The rake
can be varied from 26 to 32 degrees.
Assuming you know what you’re doing
and can actually track-tune the suspen-
AUGUST 1978
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To insulate the cases against the imbalance of a
single-cylinder engine and to keep the main bearing
from creeping, a nylon race is fitted in the case.

Due to the 3
fort to keep the engine narrow enough for motocross,
Can-Am replaced traditional rotary valves with reeds.

sion, the Can-Am’s adjustability can give
you an edge. But if you're lost when you
start fiddling with the cones, you'll proba-
bly dig yourself deeper down a one-way
mineshaft. Depending upon one’s me-
chanical expertise, the rake changeover
operation can take from 10 to 40 minutes.

The frame’s front downtubes drop from
the stem, run under the engine and rise up
again to join the base of the massive
frame backbone Just above the swing-
arm pivot area, two tubes run on a diago-
nal up to the main backbone’s midpoint.
Another pair of tubes is angled toward the
rear of the bike, forming the structure for
both the upper shock mounts and the
base of the seat.

The swing arm is bent slightly so that it
41



The countershaft sprocket and the swing arm pivot
are only 76mm apart. Ignition cover is magnesium.

The “inside-out” ignition syste used on the Can-Am
370 has both high and low-speed energizing coils.

In the MX4 370's head, Can—A used a conventional
concentric-shaped dome with a narrow squish band.

Make and model .................cccoeeviiiiininn, Can-Am MX4 370 CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT
| Price, suggested retail .................c..coccoovviviiiiiiininn $1899 Bombardier Corp.
| 4505 W. Superior St.
Duluth, Minnesota 55807
ENGINE : .
Y D i hansi v e Two-stroke, air cooled, case reed ARICUSIoMCREoRICE
Bore and stroke ....... ....84 x 66mm (3.31 x 2.60 in.)
Piston displacement ........................... 366¢c (22.33 cu. in.) : |
Compression ratio .............cccooeeeeiininn 12.5:1 (uncorrected) [ Engine 7
CAMDUIBHION .o At i et o o 1; 36mm Bing - 3%%%“ ?_':BP '_“T°r;gg 5
Exhaust system Expansion chamber with - 8500... 7.98 ... 11.98
3 L 4000 ....12.77 ... 16.76 pl
Super Trapp silencer L 4500 . 19.30 .. 22552 ]
Ignition ........... Magnetically triggered, magneto-energized gt ]
electronic Bosch CDI 40 [~ 6000...80.79 ... 2695 3]140
L) i s s ool e oo Gauze element o e -
O ST et O e e s s i s s bt None required C ?..&93;% 2t /'\ =
= oI T o mm VR S e R 37.62 @ 7500 % [y I 0
Torque @ rpm 27.56 @ 6500 C 7 ”
330 : : 30%
TRANSMISSION E L oL BHP 4 8
DY DB s T Ao oo R 1 Constant mesh, five speed L » b (@762 max) - =
PHMAry drive...........ccooovcovvovvieiionionrennonn Straight cut gears ¥ [ - 5 §
Binalidive e st 0 NS a0 Rl L %X %chan B I ‘ 1 i 2
Gear ratios, overall ...................... (1)2.38,(2)1.75,(3)1.39, F I i 1 3
(4) 1.10, (5) 0.91 §2° - T 5 2°§
O CapaCItY L i i R e 1100cc (1.2qt) & [ (2';%';0"?;) g
ﬁ - =
L I 3
CHASSIS B /] ]
Type....Chrome-moly tubular steel, double downtube craFJIe e " ‘%ggtg;%% mx s
Wheelbase ..........ccccccvveviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeens 1473mm (58 in.) [ r Barometer 29.80 d
Rake/Trail......ccccccoovvvvveres 27°-32°/127mm (5.0 in.) @ 31° C 0 e Dy
Brake and hub, front .............. Drum, confcal, double shoe r CBZ}?&?'}QF&WSG—
(ST et O Lo Drum, conical, double shoe B As Tested on the ]
Wheel, front ...........ccccvvvvvieeriiinaenns Sun, shoulderless alloy E Webco Dyno d
FORT: ot e . SR Sun, shoulderless alloy BTl 1 NS i e i i
iiresfrant LT 3.00 x 21 in. Dunlop Sports Senior, 4 PR RPMx100 20 40 60 80 100
= . o ....5.00 x 18 in. Dunlop K-88, 4 PR
Seat eight v n o 914.4mm (36 in.)
Ground clearance..............cccccccooieeeniicnn 292mm (11.5in.)
Fuel capacity 7.57 liters (2.0 gal.)
Curb weight, full tank ............................ 107.96 kg (238 Ibs.)
Suspension, front .......... Marzocchi magnesium, telescopic,
forward-axle fork
T AT v et s T T o RIER RIS Gas-charged Girlings
CYCLE
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CAN-RM MX4 370

can accommodate the rear shocks and
still not alter the frame’s geometry. The
chrome-moly arm is strong and light; gus-
sets are welded on both the top and
bottom of the swing arm to increase its
rigidity. The arm pivots on Can-Am’s ex-
clusive “Nylatron” bushings. While prop-
erly designed and selected needle bear-
ings can be excellent, such bearings must
be kept clinically clean or they will self-
destruct. The Nylatron bushings—which
appear to be a combination of nylon and
teflon—are claimed to be virtually mainte-
nance-free. You might expect that the
material wouldn’t be tough or hard
enough to survive in such a dirty environ-
ment; on the contrary, a post-test inspec-
tion revealed almost no signs of wear.
And during the test, there was no behav-
ior that would indicate the swing arm was
sloppy-in its bushings.

Unlike Can-Am’s other two-stroke en-
gines, the 370 is a piston-port engine. The
charge is fed into the cylinder through
piston-controlled ports, assisted by a
case-reed arrangement.

The 370 uses fiberglass reeds. If chips
come off a reed, there’s at least a chance
that they will pass through the cylinder
without damaging anything. But a metal
fragment from a stainless steel reed will
very likely tear things up in the engine. On
the other hand, stainless steel reeds won'’t
fret and come apart like fiberglass reeds,
so the steel flappers require less mainte-
nance. So it's something of a tradeoff,
danger vs. durability.

When the piston is in the bottom portion
of its stroke, the charge flows across the
top of the four-petal reed block directly
through the intake ports and into the
crankcases. As the piston returns toward
Top Dead Center, a negative atmosphere
is created in the crankcase. This causes
the reed petals to open, thus drawing
additional mixture down into the crank-
cases. At low revs it’s technically possible
for part of the intake charge to flow
through the petals, into the crankcase
and up the transfers. At higher revs, of
course, the charge goes through the pet-
als into  the crankcase and stays there
until the piston begins its next down-
stroke. As the piston goes down after
combustion, it first uncovers the exhaust
port and then opens the transfer ports. At
this point, the fuel-air mixture begins to
flow out of the crankcase and into the
cylinder through the transfer ports.

To make the 370 Can-Am a rotary valve
was physically impossible. There is simply
not enough room (while keeping the en-
gine narrow enough for a motocross bike)
for a rotary valve. Nor is there space to get
a rotary valve intake tract through the side
and into the interior of the crankcase,
because the huge main bearings rule out
such an entry way. In any event, race-
track results are more important than
AUGUST 1978

fancy techo-prejudices. The case-reed
370 has a smooth powerband that allows
you to increase speed without any hesita-
tion or flat spots in carburetion.

On our dyno test of the MX4, the Can-
Am developed 5.5 horsepower at 3000
rpm and pulled steadily to its peak of 37.6
horsepower at 7500 rpm. Compared to
the Yamaha YZ400E, the Can-Am is down
about 3.5 horsepower at peak output lev-
els; by numbers alone the Can-Am again
would seem to be at a disadvantage. But
extensive starting-line drag races demon-
strated that the 370 could hold its own
against any open class bike, including the
Yamaha. The Can-Am’s 37 horsepower
proved to be more than most riders can
use at most motocross tracks anyway.

The MX4’s strong, steady power—quite
unlike the explosive power of Can-Am’s
rotary-valve engine—makes the 370 the
easiest open class bike to ride fast we
have tested. While the Can-Am’s handling
can be tuned to feel like a 250, there’s no
mistaking the MX4 for a real open class
bike when you accelerate out of turns.

This power-anywhere-you-want-it per-
formance makes the front end of the Can-
Am seem light everywhere on the track.
With just a flick of the throttle, the front
can be coaxed into the air to skim over
whoops or holes. Though impressive, the
power is never surprising.

Both aluminum case halves and the
ignition and clutch side covers have small

(Continued on page 96)



—iick-e7 Up

Pressure Sensitive Stickers -« - Finest Qualiry

RACING
LUBRICANTS

‘““‘Rainbow Stickers’’
‘““‘Factory Stickers”’
‘““‘Over 500 Different Stickers”’
For 1978 picture catalog, order form and 5
samples; Send $2.00 to:. Stick-Em-Up
1858 Catalina Ct., Livermore, Ca. 94550

CAN-AM 370 ... Continued from page 43
cast-in bosses that serve as fulcrum
points for' prying the components apart
with a screwdriver. To protect the cases
from the chain, the 370 has a very close-
fitting harseshoe case-saver for the coun-
tershaft sprocket. The fit is so precise that
Can-Am includes a new saver with each
countershaft sprocket they sell. To help
prevent accidental chain derailment over
rough terrain, the centers of the coun-
tershaft and the swing-arm pivot are only
76mm (three inches) apart.

The 370 gearbox has the same ratios as
the 250, but the gears themselves are
wider and stronger. Credit for the 370’s
rocket starts largely goes to the gearbox
and the way it shifts. The ratios are prop-
erly spaced, though in truth it would be
difficult to mismatch a gearbox to an
engine that has the Can-Am’s kind of
power. More important to quick starts is
the rapidity and accuracy with which the
gearbox shifts. Change-ups go through
clean and fast even under full power. The
quality of the gearbox showed up in dis-
tance gained from the starting gate to the
first turn. Downshifts, as well as upshifts,
could be made with precision and ease.

The main bearings do not ride directly
in the aluminum cases. Rather, the bear-
ings fit into nylon inserts that have been
pressed into the cases. It’s actually possi-
ble to slip the main bearings into the nylon
inserts without using a press. When the
engine is running and up to temperature,
the outer races of the main bearings are
held secure in the nylon liners. The outer
races of the main bearings will not spin in
the nylon, nor will the inserts turn in the
aluminum case. Different coefficients of
expansion of the components—bearings,
liners and cases—insure that there’s no
unwanted slippage.

According to Can-Am, the mains will
not orbit inside the nylon liners, though
the nylon has some resilience which helps
damp out a bit of the natural imbalance
inherent in single-cylinder engines. This
nylon liner for the bearing races is a
design feature peculiar to Can-Am; the
inserts were first used on the drive side of
the rotary engines to help cushion the
pounding which the magnesium cases
took in the main bearing areas, and this
system has been carried over to the alu-
minum-cased 370.

The 370 has a magnetically-triggered,
magneto-energized Bosch electronic
CDI. Its stator/rotor is an inside-out de-
sign (similar to the Honda CR250R’s), but
the Can-Am does not have a way to adjust
the timing externally. The ignition case
cover has a small plastic timing-inspec-
tion plug; removing the plug uncovers a
timing mark on the rotor so that the igni-
tion advance can be checked quickly.
Bosch ignitions, once upon a time, were
trouble-prone on Can-Am motorcycles;
currently their reliability record is good.

The 36mm Bing carburetor, in part re-

(Continued on page 98)

SUPER RADAR DETECTORS
FOR MOTORCYCLES

WAKE UP AMERICA!

by ¢ - .
Features: Weatherproof - Covers all
police radar - Exceeds all military
specs * Loud P.A. speaker - Can be
operated with gloves on - Solid brass
internal parabolic antenna & wave-
guide - Legal - Heavy bar mounting
included - Total satisfaction guaran-
teed or full refund if returned within 30
days.

Interstate Cycle Scout—$159.25. The
Convoy Scout for cars (same internals
but not weatherproof, built-in speak-
er)—$149.95.

Mastercharge & Visa welcome on
radar detectors.

Have you hugged
your motorcycle today?

Copyright 1978
This is the most beautiful slogan in
the world. This sticker is heavy vinyl
and can be pulled off and moved on
your car, truck or bed in one piece.
FEATURES: Improves value of your
car; Covers holes and rust; Dishwasher
safe; Gives car drivers some class!!

The posters, T-Shirts and post cards
have the picture and slogan shown
above. The poster is intended for your
living room or office. Autographed upon
request. This stuff makes great gifts!!

e oo e e e Cos e s e e mmms
Postcards 15¢
Vinyl Bumper Stickers . .
$1.00 ea. for 3 or more
Tie Clips . . . $2.25 ea. or $2.00 ea. for 3
or more
Battle Ribbons . .
for 3 or more
Posters . . . $2..00 ea. or 3 for $5.00
T=SHITTS, . e Dl B Sy s leseX e
Oider From:
CHUCK FOWLER
C/0 Highway Drydock Corporation
P.O. Box 554, Addison, ill. 60101
(707) 763-8241 CcY8

Brochure included with orders
Dealers inquiries invited.

. $1.25 ea. or

. $2.25 ea. or $2.00 ea.
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Maxim Lock Company
4314 N. Western Ave.

THE FINEST ANTI-THEFT DEVICE AVAILABLE
MR>wam78 Maximum Security Locking Cable

For the best protection, we offer a full 5/8", six-strand high

carbon steel cable with a total of 234 wires and a strength

of 260,000 Ibs. per sqg. in. — far more resistant to cutting

than a solid link of the same diameter. To protect finishes,

we coat the cable with 1/8"" of vinyl, giving a total diameter

of 3/4", and make it a full 7 feet long, so that you can

secure it to immovable objects. And, our lock is as strong as

the cable — 1-3/4"” of high tensile cold steel with a

concealed joint. It is finished in black chrome for

durability. The joint between cable and component cannot

be pulled apart. Finally, there is a virtually unpickable,

. 7-tumbler tubular key lock. An optional carrying case

S~ ' stores the cable neatly, and mounts easily to any

motorcycle. At a low $39.95 (carrying case $9.95

additional — add $3.00 for shipping) can you afford to be

without Maxim protection? See your dealer, or if not
stocked, send check or money order today.

Chicago, IL 60618
MRewm76

Write or Call Toll Free

A CAREER WITHOUT COLLEGE? YES!

BE A PROFESSIONAL IN THE CYCLE AND

0 WMOTORCYCLE
‘5&\“ /"/J‘)/) g

Florida Residents Call Collect
800/874-0645 904/255-0295

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE
INSTITUTE &

P.O.Box 9128
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32020

FOR FREE INFORMATION:
78-8-10-
Name:

Street:
City:
Phone: ( )

State: Zip:

If it goes on
a bike, we make
a cover to
protect it.

SISSY.
BAR

TOURING
PACK

LUGGAGE
RACK

SADDLE
BAGS

CUSTOM
SEAT

CRASH
BARS

Protect your bike and

——THANKS, GA-ZEE-BO

FAIRING

SPECIAL
INSTRUMENTS

CB RADIO

AM/EM
RADIO

SEND FOR A FREE

accessories from CATALOG OR
theit, vandalism and ORDER FROM
bad weather with a YOUR

FAVORITE DEALER
TODAY.

quality Ga-Zee-Bo
motorcycle cover.

'/}
J4eebo.
<~ —— 7 MOTORCYCLE COVERS

BY: TEX-ALL COMPANY, INC., 14001 N. McKINLEY RD., MONTROSE, Ml 48457
PHONE TOLL-FREE (800) 521-7916 IN MICHIGAN (800) 482-0988

/)
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CAN-AM 370 ......... Continued from page 96
sponsible for the easy starting, has a
standard “Mikuni type” choke lever and
an additional cold-weather primer plung-
er, but in sunny California we didn’t need
the cold-weather feature. It reportedly
works quite well in frigid conditions.

Like other Can-Ams, the 370 has a quiet
expansion chamber and muffling system.
The header pipe is routed up and along
the left side of the tank. To tuck the pipe in
snugly to the frame, five cylinder head fins
have been trimmed. Even so, the pipe will
still toast your leathers when you sit for-
ward on the tank to negotiate tight turns.
Once past the tank the exhaust system
presses tightly against the frame and ter-
minates with a Super Trapp muffler. The
Super Trapp muffles the 370 down below
86 dB(A) (the California limit for off-road
motorcycles as proposed by the EPA for
1980 standards). The Can-Am is the only
open class motocrosser that is legal in
stock trim. Consequently the Can-Am is
also approved for riding in National For-
ests with designated off-road trails.

The Can Am’s front suspension is the
latest magnesium Marzocchi ZTi with
38mm tubes. The sliders hold 365cc of
fluid per leg and a 19 pound-inch spring.
Unlike other Marzocchi forks we have
tested, the 370’s fork didn’t need the usual
break-in period. The Marzocchi produces
just over nine inches of front wheel travel.
Fork action was excellent.

A good air fork has the infinite ad-
justability that pressurized air can pro-
vide. This led us to try accessory air caps
on the standard oil/spring Marzocchi.
With air caps, the 370’s fork responded
just as progressively as the fork without
caps. The difference between “air” and
“airless” forking became apparent when
we changed our riding to include deep
sand whoops. The unmodified oil/spring
fork bottomed over the largest bumps.
With 14 psi in each leg, the fork would not
bottom over rough terrain. By adding a
heavier oil the fork resisted bottoming out,
but the increased viscosity made the fork
respond slower and left it quite stiff ovel
smaller bumps.

The rear suspension is handled by a
pair of emulsion-type gas-charged Girling
shocks. As with all Girlings, the shocks
are not rebuildable, but you can replace
the entire body for around $31. Girling
has upgraded its shocks, and the units on
the 370, with increased oil capacity, re-
sisted fading longer than before.

Even with the larger shock bodies the
new Girlings begin to fade around the 30-
minute mark. For longer motos or ex-
tremely rough use, Girling makes ac-
cessory reservoir shocks ($150 a set)
which use the same bushings and clips as
the stock shocks. Compared to other add-
on shocks and true to Girling’s reputation,
the remote-reservoir shocks are less ex-
pensive than other aftermarket units.

The standard shocks use two springs

(Continued on page 100)
CYCLE



USED PARTS

Save 40-60%

HONDA—-KAWASAKI-YAMAHA
i SUZUKI

Clinton Cycle
& Salvage Inc.

FOR PARTS OR FREE PRICE LIST

Call or Write 301/297-8412
6709 OLD BRANCH AVENUE

Washington, D.C. 20031

ROAD RACERS — CAFE RACERS
RD350/400, Honda, Kaw, Suz & others

Road Race/Cafe fairings, seats, tanks, pipes, tires,
RR boots & gloves, Special tools &
hardware, racing brakes and

many other hard to find items.

New 1978 Catalog $1.00

Racers Supply, Dept Cycle
6959 Van Nuys Blivd., VN, CA. 91405

MODEL AND YEAR

HONDA GL1000

CB750K-550-500 1972-1978
CB750A 1975-1977 Models

CB750F 1975-1978

CB550K 1972-1978

CB550F 1974-1977

Hawk 400 1978
KAWASAKI All KZ1000-KZ900-Z1
All KZ650 Models

YAMAHA All XS1100 Models

All X§750-2D & E Models

All XS650 Models
SUZUKI All GT750 Models
All GS750 & 550 Models
All GS1000 Models

BMW All/7 & /6 Models

MOTO GUZZI All Ambassador & Eldorade Models
All 850T3 & 1000 Models

PATENT PENDING

“THE VERY BEST"”
Custom Seats

% QUALITY % STYLE % FIT %
A FACT WE GUARANTEE!

TRAVELMASTER
COMPANION

TRAVELMASTER

SPORTMASTER

TRAVELMASTER
WITH BACKREST

SPORTMASTER
WITH BACKREST

HANG 2, INC. / 12950 BRADLEY AVE. / SYLMAR, CA.91342 / (213) 367-5986

100 CIRCLE NO. 29 ON READER SERVICE PAGE.

CAN-AM 370 ......... Continued from page 98
that are stacked on top of each other and
work together like a dual-rate spring. The
short top spring is made of square-section
wire and has a 180 pound-inch rating. The
longer round-section wire spring has a
128 pound-inch rate. The use of two .
springs allows for numerous rate com-
binations. Although the short spring com-
presses first, it does not coil-bind before
the longer spring begins to work.

At 238 pounds the MX4 370 weighs four
pounds less than the Yamaha YZ400E.
The Can-Am'’s low weight wasn’t an acci-
dent. Weight is saved in small increments
everywhere. For example, the front axle is
tubular rather than bar steel. The fork has
magnesium sliders. The new slider cast-
ings save 3.5 pounds over the older alumi-
num units. Magnesium is also used for the
brake backing plates on the 370, and the
stylish conical hubs also save precious
ounces.

The liners in the brake hubs have also
been upgraded. The old cast iron piping
method, where a long cylinder was cast
and the liners cut off the end, has been
replaced by a centrifugal casting process.
Still, the brakes could be stronger.

The spokes are laced to Sun wheels in
the race-proven cross-four spoke pattern.
The wheels are light and shoulderless. On
the inside of the wheels special conicai-
shaped pins have been driven into the
bead contact edge of the wheels. The
hardened steel pins measure 3/16-inch at
their base and are 3/16-inch high. When
the tire is mounted and inflated, the bead
is pressed against the pins which pene-
trate the surface of the tire’s bead.

Dunlop supplies the tires for the Can-
Am. Up front is a Sports Senior 3.00 x 21-
inch four-ply model. On the Can-Am the
Sports Senior is a marginal performer at
best. We lowered the air pressure to six
pounds psi attempting to get the front tire
to stick in hard-packed turns, but we were
only partially successful. Unlike the front
tire, the rear Dunlop K-88 5.00 x 18-inch
four-ply tire was excellent. The tire could
handle the Can-Am’s acceleration without

tailwag or excessive wheelspin, and in

corners the tire would bite in well.

The MX4 370 is Can-Am'’s first open-
class bike. As a first year effort, the bike is
remarkable. kit’s light, has plenty of power
and is easy to ride. The nimble 370 does
not handle like a big open class bike. The
bike’s 238 pounds work to the rider’s
advantage, especially when coupled with
the powerband; the rider does not tire
prematurely or just wheeze out at the 25-
minute mark. You can simply ride the
Can-Am faster, for longer periods, than
any other open class bike in recent mem-
ory. And this makes us wonder whether
the Japanese, now locked in battle for the
250 motocross market, may have taken
their eyes off the open class, at least
temporarily. Can-Am has not. Bombardier
has arrived with a very competitive open

class weapon, first crack out of the crate.®
CYCLE




