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know all he can about his surroundings
and how they relate to him. Whether, for
example. he is faster, his bike is faster, or
his tires grip better: or which combination
of all three. His business is very concrete
indeed. Not only does he stand to lose if
his judgment starts to mist up; he stands to
get hurt. For all these reasons. Kenny
Roberts’s view of himself is sharp, simple,
clear. The realities of American racing,
good advice, timely experience and his
own common sense made him that way. In

Europe, meanwhile, things had tdken a

different turn.

In Europe, when Roberts arrived. per—
sonality, rather than character, and rather
even than ability, dominated road racing.
There was a seedy corruption, a kind of
overblown pomposity about it that pro-
duced both illusions and fatal weaknesses.
Roberts didn’t directly concern himself

with that. He just rode his motorcycle. He

rode it faster, rode it better, and knew what
he was doing. Only Pat Hennen was able to
match the clarity of his approach and
between them they dominated the early
part of the season. Ability apart, Roberts
won in Europe for two reasons. First be-
- cause his character was far better adapted
to his work than that of his opponents;
second, because Europe attemped to see
him in its own terms. fed him through its
personality process and came up not
merely with a blank, but with a distortion.
Life was in fact easier for Roberts because
he was so thoroughly misunderstood.

Europe is a wonderful place for making
up stories; there’s a rich tradition. For
example, a few years ago, a British journal-
ist with a sense of humor penned a good-
natured satire and illustrated it with droll
cartoons. One day, the story ran. an Aus-
tralian sheep farmer was out in the bush
when. sitting in the middle of nowhere, he
came upon a small. sandy-haired child.
Upon inquiry, it turned out that the child
had come from space. Furthermore, he
possessed the traditional powers: he could
do anything. This, of course, gave the
farmer much food for thought. What
could he best do with the cosmic prodigy?
He took him home and began to think it
over. Finally. after deep pondering, he
decided. The farmer had always had a
feeling that motorcycle racing would be a
lot of fun, so why not set the kid at that?
Australia, however, was hardly the place
for it. So off they went to where the action
was: to California. As the kid grew, he
became really, really good, as you'd expect.
He won a lot of races. And he had a nice
name. What the farmer called him was
Lenny Robot.

Last year, in Amsterdam, a small, blond-
haired boy rode a bicycle round the corner
of a building, and standing on his pedals as
he straightened up. accelerated down a
brief concrete strip. He went for a left
between two motorhomes, missed the turn,
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crossed up the bicycle, and slammed side-
ways into the rear of the second vehicle.
The bicycle fell on top of him. Briefly, he
considered his position; he picked up the
bicycle and rode it away.

Kenny Roberts explains himself in terms
of his small. tough son. “I was like that,” he
says. “Just like that. As a matter of fact, |
was a mean bastard. Really mean. That’s
all there is to it.” , '

Europe was expecting something of the
sort, Britain in particular. When Kenny
Roberts first appeared there. with the
Transatlantic Trophy match race team in
1974, he won three races, came second in
the other three, and set new lap records on
all three circuits. To do th u have to be
some kind of bastard. At the time. Roberts
was the AMA Number One, a dirt track
racer. It became known that he had ridden
in fewer than 30 road races. and that made
it serious. What it meant was that certainly
reputations. and probably institutions,
could be kicked into the guardrail by some
little sod who wasn’t even a proper road
racer. The British were impressed by
Kenny Roberts but they didn’t take kindly
to what he implied. And right away, they
began to make up stories.

America prepared Roberts for Europe,
just as it prepared him for two AMA titles,
but not, as the Europeans were to believe,
because in some peculiar American way it
had made him mean. All sorts of people
are mean. Asked, Roberts describes him-
self as “normal,” and he says he always has
been. , ;

Life was in fact easier for Rob-
erts because he was so thorough-
ly misunderstood.

As a kid he was a normal cowboy, he
wore a cowboy hat and sometimes rode his
horse to school though mainly he rode a
normal bicycle like everyone else. He was
small though, and because he was a cow-
boy, it seemed that he would become a
jockey. Evenings and weekends he helped
a farmer train Tennessee walking horses,
schooldays he fought, didn’t learn much,
slid rulers up the girls’ butts and did all the
normal kind of stuff. He says he was a
ruffian. When he got involved with motor-
cycles, of which he was initially afraid, he
used them to conduct water skiing sessions
by towing the victims along the canal; and
then he began racing them. two years
before leaving the school he was supposed
to have been going to. Just the normal
stuff.

Kenny Roberts had a hard upbringing.
Of course he describes it as normal, and so
it was in the sense that he understood it
perfectly and it did nothing but make him
tough and straightforward. There were
some plain ethics and plain remedies in
the Roberts household. Kenny, for exam-
ple, fought with his older brother and his

mother grew tired of it. “She would send us  t

_ more clearly than

out in the yard with straps and make us
fight,” he recalled, as well he might. “And
then, when we nished, she would
strap both of us.” You don’t do what
Kenny Roberts does without having some
forceful influences behind you. When he
gets out on the track with a view to riding
faster than anyone else and the pace gets to
the point where he starts to slide his tires
through the fast bends and begins to race
on what he calls the “aggressive” line, he is
every inch a mean bastard. And back in his
motorhome, he is, as he says, ordinary.
Sort of.

When Kenny appeared in 1974, the
European press gave very little thought to
the critical quesu@ of what kind of man
he was. But, in Britain in particular, they
quickly formed an impression that had a
lot to do with convenient American ster-
eotypes and nothing to do with the real
American traditions of which Roberts was
a part. To his ultimate advantage, he was

_entirely misunderstood. The question of

character not only decided the 500cc world
championship that Kenny Roberts won in
1978; to some extent it decided it in ad-
vance. What Roberts had been in 1974 and
what he had become in 1978 were mar-
velously unrelated to what most Euro-
peans, from press to public to leading
competitors, had constructed during those
long winter evenings. Lenny Robot was the
least of their misapprehensions. They
could probably have dealt much better
with a robot than with what actually
turned up with Farmer Carruthers at the
start of the season.

The impact of Roberts on Europe, and
of Europe on Roberts, can only be seen
against the background of what was there
when he arrived. It wasn’t just a question
of the quality of the racing. For years,
mythology of all kinds, a lot of unclear
thinking, and a lot of unstraight talking
had confused not only the issues but the
participants. An uncritical press had made
it worse. There was, to take what turned
out to be a supremely relevant example,
the question of Barry Sheene’s starting.

~ Sheene, in winning two consecutive world

championships, had consistently asserted
that his factory machines were little or no
different from those of the privateers. He
had made a lot of mediocre starts over the
last couple of years, and in coming steadily
through the field in race after race had
somehow impressed upon Europe the su-
periority of his skills and the ordinariness
of his bikes as being part and parcel of the
same thing.

Roberts, from another theater of racing,
was not like the Europeans. But what set
him apart was not his accent; it was simply,
and decisively, that he saw them much
1 they saw him. He knew,
for example. that factories do not send
senior riders after world championships on
ordinary bikes: and he knew that riders
going for world championships on ordi-
nary bikes, should they start badly, which
rnestly to avoid, do not>







n why he went to Europe last year,
and what it took for him to go this
year:

“There was some confusion last year on
why I was going and who was doing what. I
went last year because they said I couldn’t
do it. The Japanese at Yamaha knew I was
good. although they wouldn’t commit to a
full racing program. They just sort of said,
‘Well. you ride for America and we’ll see
how you do.” Obviously I had to prove that
I could ride a road racer with Barry Sheene
and the rest of those who were dominating
it at the time. I had to do that to make the
sort of money that you have to make when
you’re Number One. I couldn’t demand
that much last year because nobody knew I
was going to be Number One. So I had to
go over there and show everyone that I
could ride a road racer. Now I don’t have to

do that. I already proved that I can do it.
Now I'm gonna get paid what Number
One should be paid. I think that to go and
compete for a world championship a guy
should be able to make half a million
dollars without a whole lot of trouble. and
more if he does good. It’s worth that for the
risk and everything else.

“I don’t really know how much money I
made last year yet. About $400,000 I would
imagine, somewhere around that. I figure
Number One should be paid a lot higher
than everyone else. You always want more,
but I'm sort of satisfied with the money I'm

getting (for 1979). I wouldn’t be doing it if

[ wasn’t.”

n points of disagreement with Ya-
maha—besides money—that had to
be resolved before signing the contract:
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“Last year we competed against Ya-
maha. We were a factory effort but we were
competing against the Japanese factory
effort. We had no team orders when we
really needed them. I wanted to make it
clear who was the main effort so if we came
into a spot like we did last year I could have
some help from Yamaha and not have to
race against them.”

n what will be different about 1979:
“We're gonna drop the Formula

750, and there won’t be any 250. I'll be able
to be a little more relaxed. I know most of
the circuits now, I know what it takes to get
there. I know what it takes after I'm there.
I'll have a little more time. Last year I
raced every weekend after Daytona until a
month after Laguna Seca and that’s proba-
bly more races than I've ever done in a>




season. It was a little bit tiring although
everywhere I went was new and wasn’t very
far to drive. And I had the wife and kids
there so it wasn’t like I was away from
home for seven months. But this year just
doing the 500cc races, I’ll be able to have
five or six weeks off during the season,
which helps to mentally prepare yourself
for the best effort at each GP. Last year I'd
finish a 500 GP and Barry Sheene would
take off and not race for two or three weeks
while I'd be out running three 750 races.

“It is really difficult to put out 100
percent each race when you have to run
three classes. I did it because that’s what
we set out to do. This year I don’t have to
do that.”

n start money for the World Cham-
pion:

“They didn’t offer any for me last year,
maybe $200 for a half-ass race in 500 GP
racing. This year I have not figured out
what I’'m gonna get yet. I'm not sure what
it is, $4500. five grand, something like that
to start a GP. Or maybe more. I don’t
know. I know it’s not a whole bunch of
money. I don’t really want to say how
much.”

o n racing in America in 1979:

“I’d like to do a few more Ameri-
can races than I did last year. Hopefully we
will come to some agreements to be able to
run Sears Point because I have an off date
on that one. I’d like to ride a 500 at Sears
Point. That’s what I'm planning to do if
that comes about.”

n the competition for the World
Championship:

“I'm always worried about getting beat.
There’re a few people that can go fast
given the right stuff. At the end of the year
last year Wil Hartog was going good. A
consistent guy like Sheene is going to be
pretty hard to beat. If Virginio Ferrari gets
his stuff to where it runs the whole race as
fast as it ran at Nurburgring, he’s gonna be
tough to beat. Sheene is the most consis-
tent, and I think he’s gonna be the most
consistent again next year. He’s gonna run
the same everywhere and get thirds, sec-
onds, maybe win one or two and get
fourths and fifths. I’'m gonna probably run
a little stronger at most of the racetracks
and it'll probably end up being just like
last year—pretty close to the same at the
end. Because you get 15 points for a win,
12 for second, and 10 for third, and there’s
just not enough break for a winner to make
out. If the bike breaks down twice or three
times like mine did you’re right back to
being even with whoever’s running fifth
and sixth.”

On being the best in the world:

“It would be very stupid for me to
say that I'm the best rider in the world and
then someone comes out and beats me.
There are a lot of reasons why you don’t
win sometimes. If I act like Barry Sheene
and say that Barry Sheene is no good and
that he can’t ride, then the first time he
beats me I've got to make an excuse be-
cause a month earlier I said that he was no
threat at all. It would be very foolish for me

to say it because I've never met anybody
yet that couldn’t be beat. I'm gonna get
beat. It’s just gonna take someone that puts
together the right program. But I work
harder at beating everyone else at this time
then they do about beating me. Last year
they didn’t seem very worried about me
beating them and all I worried about was
beating them. They may be worried about
me now, but I’'m not gonna stop worrying
about beating them. I'm not going to say
that I'm the best guy in the world and all I
have to do is have equal equipment to beat
them. I've got to have a lot of things to beat
them. I've got to be in shape, I've got to run
100 percent to the last lap and [ know this.
And I'm gonna get better next year. [ know
I’'m gonna have to work my butt off to get
the championship again next year.”

n shooting down a helium-filled
Michelin balloon with a rifle:

“I shot the Michelin blimp down at
Loudon, New Hampshire after I won the
race in 1977. It was just a joke. They
deserved it. We won the race, and they had
a blimp. A little target practice. I was
shooting at a bird, and the bird flew in
front of the blimp, so something hit it. It
was something you do after you win a race.
It was the right thing to do at the time.

“I almost ran over a Michelin man in the
pits in Europe. Almost run over him once,
but found out it was a girl inside and
changed my mind. But they’re trying very
hard. They turned out to be really pretty
good people.” B
—John Ulrich
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- The Professional

continued from page 170 |
little, to maybe 166 or so. But he beat
Sheene, who was not only the world cham-
pion. but the lap record holder. Hartog was
on intermediate tires: Roberts was on dry-
issue slicks.

Roberts led the 500cc series fairly com-
fortably from Sheene when he set off for
the two Scandinavian rounds, and led it by
the skin of his teeth when he came back.
The twin evils of a heavy tire-testing sched-
ule and having only one bike, which had

menaced the project from the outset, Specifically designed for the Vetter Vin-
caught Roberts squarely in Sweden dand ] CYCLE' gicator and Windjammer fairings, this
began. finally, to work him over. Riding ycle-Sound unit boasts 5-inch air sus-
too fast on a new tire, trying to slide it hard so U N D pens'i(on speqlk%rls f— thetlarge?t built-in
enough to retain a useful impression from speakers available for motorcycles.

one practice session to the next put Roberts The Road Never mglrnc: 3\,%‘:5'&% o\lfvﬁgulsti':;»‘ gun\;gt?eer g;zll’;-
in ital. Sti d, nish. : i { 2 oot
(ST gl  Scunded So Good  Sound perfoctly matches the leading
9hed by Hariop, won Since Hennen's AIV_I{FM stereo, 8-track, cassette or CB

i . units.

crash, Sheene had become the statistical Cycle-Sound. Just one of many Vetter
problem. He and Roberts faced each other accessories designed to make your road-
on the points table, but they rarely met on riding experience ... even better.

the track. They both broke down in Fin- See ytOLIJr Iocﬁlscéeﬁler, olr fend $s1 forLour
land, and they arrived in England with new catalog: aurel Lane, San Luis
three points se};mrating them, Obispo, CA 93401

Composure was critical to the two re-
maining rounds. Roberts narrowly led the
championship but Sheene was riding at
home, In media terms, he was very much
at home. In a radio interview the day
before the race he condemned the entire
sport, complaining that it was “full of
hypocrites.” and said that the press would

hound him into taking up a career as a ‘ SEPOWER TO WIN |||IROAD RACERS — CAFE RACERS

Formula One car driver. He said of the e
race that now he was not expected to win ValVe Springs” RD350/400, Honda, Kaw, Suz & others
. . Spelasiicl o glonle el = Road Race/Cafe fairings, seats, tanks, pipes, tires,

Kawasaki Z1 -etc. :

8__ 9 RR boots & gloves, _Speual tools &
Roberts didn’t like most of what =i S RAgﬁl\éEgLMs Tcyare. ol igkeh and
he encountered in Lumpean rac- == {11 Wyman Road New 1979 Catalog $1.00

4 . sai 0. ;I'eI: 617-66 Racers Supply, Dept. CW
,lng" dﬂd Sdld 50 Sends50c for Catalog 6959 Van Nuys Blivd., VN, CA. 91405

the pressure was all on Roberts. Kenny,
_meanwhile, said nothing except that he
was pleased to be back on a real race track
and glad to have, at last, a second bike to
case the pressure during practice periods.
Silverstone was to produce a special test of
self-possession and it was Sheene, at
 home, and not Roberts. the stranger, who
was to fail it. ‘

The British Grand Prix was a mess.
Roberts won, after fearsome rain had SU E D. Lewis, the world's largest mail order motor cycle
caused a mid-race tire change. Sheene clothing _Specialists offer you fine quality at
tode Faster after the change 0 fain bires cnlnn cATALUG dollar saving prices. Huge stock ensures rapid delivery.
but C o he d Rob . h ]’ Buy direct from the most famous suppliers of them all.

ut Carrutners changed Ko erts > Whiceh Save money! Top quality Send $1.00 for your copy of “The Colourful World of
much faster. Sheene was third, behind motor cycle and high speed Lewis Leathers”. A must for all motor cycle sports.
Steve Manship, a British rider who had clothing with carriage paid 14 day express service on Lewis Leathers CUSTOM
chosen to start on intermediate tires and dollar prices clearly MADE racing clothing and motor cycle jackets and

bl L K marked. jeans. Huge range of exciting colours now available.

was able to stay out on tne track. ; Top stars and riders all over the

Amid confusion, there were disgraceful ” world ride in Lewis Leathers.
scenes on the victory rostrum. The pre- ;
senter was among those who wasn't sure :To: D.LEWIS LTD. (Dept. CW), 120/122 Great
what had happened and chose the middle , Portland Street, London, W1A 2DL, England.
of the American anthem to ask Sheene for 1 Please send new catalogue by return. | enclose $1.00.
his version. While the Star Spangled Ban-
ner played and Roberts. who takes the

matter of being his country’s representa-

APRIL 1979/189




= quality motorcycle products

STOP by your nearest dealer and see
our complete line of accessories, from
sprockets to footpegs. LOOK and examine
them closely. For years we at CIRCLE
INDUSTRIES have maintained a high
standard of quality in all we manufacture.
Each product is tested under rigid spec-
ifications, assuring it's the best available.
Now we skin package them showing ex-
actly what you're getting, and marked
clearly for easy identification. So next
time you're buying motorcycle accessories
— seek out our new bright blue and black
CIRCLE INDUSTRIES packages. STOP,
LOOK and BUY the BEST!

Our new '77 catalog with specs’ and prices
on our sprockets and many other products
is now available for $1. Send for your
copy today!

~CIRCLE
INDUSTRIES

17901 ARENTH AVE./DEPT. CW
CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA. 91748
PHONE (213) 965-1622
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CARBSTIX

MERCURY CARB SYNCHRONIZER

g ¢ w 4 s
The most accurate and convenient to use
carb-synchronizer available.

with the
adapters
supplied the
CARB STIX can

be used on all
(patented) of the following:

* Kawasaki—all four strokes

e Honda—all fours and 360, 200 twins
e BMW—all /6’s, /7's and S Models

® Yamaha—XS750, 650, 500, 360

* Suzuki—GT-750, 550, 380

s Moto Guzzi—Laverda—Benelli

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.
SEND CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
PASER INSTRUMENTATION, INC.
4913 W. Avalon Dr., Phoenix, Arizona 85031 D
or call 602-272-5444
Dealer inquiries invited

COMPLETE $219.95

* Mounting Bracket * Pocket Liner

e All Fiberglass e Lighter

* Windshield * Black, White, Silver

* Running Lights  Polyurethane Paint

* Turn Signals e Decals

* Pocket Covers * 9-pin Wiring
w/Pouch Harness

Optional: Sanie windshields as below for Lee’s
Starr, same price

REPLACEMENT WINDSHIELDS
FOR WINDJAMMER FAIRINGS®

StandardiSize: .. oi v s fusver et e 7 24.95
Standard Size w/Snap Vents ............ 29.95
ExtraiTalliSize:27 ot 2oci e e sive.a e 27.95
Extra Tall Size w/SnapVents ............ 34.95
HandiSavers fo. oo i o onie s s T 29.95

Lower Wind & RainGuards ............. 13.95

IEE’S e

[ et e auarrre BANKAMERICARD

P.0. BOX 5882, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85703
WRITE OR CALL (602) 294-5875

%
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TAN K BAG The more you use a Vetter Tank Bag, the
more handy it becomes. ;

Our Tank Bag disconnects quickly for

A Great Place carrying, is designed for easy tip-back dur-
To Keep The Goods ing gas filling, and features a synthetic
:Ieecre-llned bottom to protect your cycle’s

inis

It has zippered pouches (separate com
partments for clean & dirty clothes),
transparent map pocket, and it’s available
in 18-, 24- or 36-liter sizes.

Tank Bag. Just one of many Vetter ac-
cessories designed to make your road-
riding experience ... even better.

See your local dealer, or send $1 for our
new catalog: 1150 Laurel Lane, San Luis
Obispo, CA 93401 ’

Performance Starts Here

On or off the road your bike will be running at peak performance with
the best cycle lubricants and cleaners made by:

RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO., CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28237 \
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