Pawt Smact — 740 Triumph on his way ta the first under 60 sac. lao — 69.2 secs. (§3.52 mph ).

Smart (Curley Nortan), the first of a row
generation of emerging stars, fractionally
raised 1110 80,45, From the mid 60s or:
wards many names familiar to racegoers
around the country lixe Ray Pickrell, Pater
Williams, Charlas Mortimer, Pat Mahcney,
Barry Ditchburn and Dave Potter to name
but a fews, began to appear on the Palaca
pregrammes. In 1970 Smart increcibly
established six new lap and raca records in
one meeting, a feat reminiscent of the
Surteas’ era, and of coursa at last
September's meeting he pushed his 750
Triumph to a new lap record of 84.53.

The period covered has seen many changes
in racing; the introduction of streamlining
for solos in the 50s making it difficult 1o

tell the various makes of machine apart; the
davelopment of ultra-low machines and full
streamlining for the sidecars of the three
wheelers; the emergence of the Japanasa
chzllenge in the 605 to name a few. The
crowds have bean smaller in racent vears but
the chreult still retained i3 reputation for
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cosinuss, geod viewing and a fair test of
fider and machine.

In May this year the Greater Londen Council's
Arts and Recreation Committes decided to
cloge the ¢ireu't 1o racing at the end of the
season. The desire of the National Sports
Centre w0 expand, noise pollution and the
cost of improving spectator facitities as well
as bringirg the circuit un to naw high inter-
national standarcs were among tha factors
which had forced this decision, And so the
Palece stary concludes but not without a
specizl word of thanks acd a ribute to

thosa sporting croveds, riders and particutarly
officizls who have siriven to ensure the
succass of the circuit. Some of those officials
who help out teday turned out at that first
meeting in 1953 - Dennis Bates,

H, W, Shuttlewarth and D¢ Gordon Hadfield —
and it is largaly due to their efforts and many
athers that we have a story to tell atall.
Greater London Council would like to thank
Mr H. Louils, Editar-in-Chief, Motor Cycle.
for his assistance in the production of this
bookiat,
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Patl; rucing ot 1ts height oo 6 Avgust 1527, Those vaes tha days whan you ro0e the bike 10 the races,
competed and rode it home again (Photo courtesy of Ecic Thompsan )

Opening Introduction

This story begins in 1926 when & group of
enthusiasts fed by F, E. Mockford and

L. C. Smith approached tha Crystal Palace
trustees in the neme of the London Motor
Sports Ltd, to see if the gounds of the
Palace coule provide a venue for motor
evele racing in London, Their dream was
realzed ard the first meeting was held on
21 May 1827, A crowd of ovar 10,000
trred out in glorious weather o watch
swen eolo and three sidecar events over a
one mile circuit

The two main races were the Crystal Palace
solo Grand Prix, won by L. Bellamy 1344
Covertry Eagle] in 22 min, 8.0 secs, and the
Crystel Pzlace sidecar Grand Prix, won by
G. A, Norchi 1344 Coventry Eaglel in

22 min. 12.4 saes., each aver 10 laps. AT the
end of the day it turned out that tha sidecar
race record was 6.6 sees. faster than the
solo record, F. £, Parnacott {348 AJS) put
up the fastest lap of the day in 2 min.

7.4 secs, @ Blistering speed of 28.2 mph,
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Motor cycle sport in those days was
obrdously less heetle than today, The report
of the meoting in "Motor Cycle’ relates
"evierecneene PR Bredbrook {490 Coventey
Eagle sidecar} realising that there was no-
vody to dispute second place with him and
that he had no chance of winning unless
Norchi blews up, lit a cigarette and took
matters easy. Morchi did not blow up’.
Another report notes that Gus Kubn’s
cigarette blew cutand that be did not
bother te relight it until the end of tha
race.

Two further meetings were held in 1327, on
S August before a crowd of 15,000 and en
17 September with aver 17,000 people
present, both in perfect weather, The out-
right lap record at the end of tha 1927
“xason veas held by Gus Kuhr in 1 min
56.0 secs, Gus s3t up the recerd on only the
second lap of a race on & August maeting
and ther thinking he had no more to do
promptiy turrad the bike inte the paddock
o the amazement of tha soectators,

Speedvay at the time of tha England v. Austra)

There were two meetings in 1928 before
crovcs of 17,000 and 14,000 respectively,
The large croveds were prabably in no small
measure due to tha admission price vehich in
those days amourted to the princely sum of
1/2d of which 2d was for tax. Although
Gus Kuhn's sole recora held out,the sidecar
ricord was lowered at both meetings.

Thera was only one meeting in 1929, It was
repoctad that it rained throughout but even
5o L. H. Caniefirecordad 8 naw solo lap
record of 1 min. 50.6 secs. nearly 33 mph.
andd Freddie Brackooo! lowered the sidecar
record 1o 1 min. 56.8 secs. Motor cycle
racing then ceased for a period probably dug
1o the increasing pepularizy of the nearby
spaedway circuit which had coered up in
1928, on a site now roughly cccupied by the
Nationz! Sports Centre athlatics treck.

Sovedwsy, con an oval, cinder surfacec track,
had been impeo-ted from Australia where it
veas very successful. Althoueh it started at
Crystal Palsce in a small veay it regched its

pes< of popularity in the years 193032

i tast FIR3T).

and in fact, 3 “Test Mateh” between
England and Australia tcok placa on 27
June 1931, This was won by Englanc, The
Crystel Pelece Sosedwey team was
entered in Division 2 of the Southers
League anc had moderata successes, How:
ever, motor cycle speadvway cegsed at the
end of 1933 and motor car speadway tock
over in 1834,

In the meantima, an attempt was made to
bring back racing over the existing paths and
roads, Tha Streatham and Oistrict M.C.C,
organised a revival meeting on 28 Cotober
1933. Harold Danlell, wha had wen the 1833
Marx Grand Prix, took part in a match
aganst ODcug. Piria, while other competitors
included H. E. Neveman and Jack Surtess,
Three furthar meetings veara held in 1934,

In 1935 a two mila 30 ft. wide roed veas
constructed by tha Road Recing Club. The
first mosoer cycle meeting, the Coronation
Grand Prix, was held e 16 May 1637, In
the three s2esons before the war, many of



Styles of piitevday.

the country’s leading riders caced at the
Palace, including Harold Dariell, Jock \West,
Starley Waods, Ted Mallars, N, B, Pops,

H. C. Lemacreft and Jack Surtees.

Hair Raising

All racing has its moments and Crystal
Palace has had its share.

Many yaars ago before the sleeper barricados
at North Tower Crescant it was possible to
léave the track, run up the bank and crath
into a tree. Except one man or @ Norton,
wha rode 50 yards weaving through the
trees, took one off &t the base befare falling
off. Tha 1ree 1ok the efforts of six marshals
10 remove it from the track, The Rider? He
broke his false teeth but the bike was OK to
he ridden later that day.

Unce large lakes dotted the ground. Two
edjoined the stra‘ght past the present start
lire, One Saturday afternoon during prastice
a rigar ¢id not return. A search was maca. No
6

sign of man or machine, So 2 welking search
weits instituted and by chance a marshal look ed
into & lake — fortunately dried up — and
there, barely discernibla was a Triumph

motor cycle and the rider fast asleep beside

it, None the worse for baing xnecked out

cold alter a spactecular flying leap into tha
lake,

Then thara was the sidecar driver who too
off 1oo quickly for his passenger to get
aboard, Standard crill applied — we went to
the irst right hand cornes!!

At the first postwar maet’'ng in 1963 the
very first raca was over ten laps. So, excited
wis the Startes that ha flagged everybady
off atnine laps. A few rases lator he forger
to giva the chequered flag to the winner of
1he sidocar event. The crevs did another lap
wheraupon the sscond man avertook the
actugl winner, Pip Harris [Nortonl, was
mistakenly given the chaquered flag and
hailad as the victor, untl! harsssad officials
steppad in 10 correst the ersos.

Abas: Sryies sl odsy
Belove: Myraid Daniell af Spcdonhn ond L. €. Tooih Hats round whe o inoer laoy ducing @ 1937
mesting. in the Dackground the old Morny Towvy, dematished Jn 1532,

(Prato courtesy of idotar Cyeie)




Abova;: (1932) George Rawly hides bekind Dirssd Whitveorth o Terrace (Top) Staght. The brgae wis
removed when the prasent paddack was constrocted.

Balove: Racing round South Towes cormer in 1957.

Abore: Sohn Surtees absard the 1956 250 MY Agusts (2.4.56): he won the race at & 250cc fap record
0f 69,4 560, Surtees and the Palaoe wore synonymoas, He rode MV, Nostan and REG haea ai weli as the
fabuious NSU Spostmax 250, ICspyright Kaystone Pres !
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The last chapter of the Palace story hegins
in 1953 when the London County Courgil,
which had becoms responsible for Crystal
Palace in 1951, had almost immediztely
decided to restert racing. The Crystal Palace
Mator Sport Committes, rearesenting the
various motor and motor cycling bodies and
clubs, was formed to advise the Council, It
wits decided that the existing twao mile
CIreuiT with its many tvists and turas was
rather slow and 0 & naw link was construc-
ted betweean the glade 2nd the botien
stralght, cutting out the inner laop, This
had the effect af shortening the circuit to
the present 1.39 miles.

The varly part of the period is punctuated
with the names of pro-war veserans, mechani-
cal nd human, still chasing honours on
o or three wheels, At the first motor
cyele mueting on 27 June 1953, organised
oy the 8.M.C.R.C,, tho lap record was
raised from just undar 60 mph preswar to
71.49. The start and tizish lina in those days
was & ong the bottem streight and the names
of many of the machines on the grid would
10

First 88 ok lap by local Sydantam iad Joo Baiply 1500 No,

rtan). A racord wivicl was o stand for

probably not cause & flicker of recognition
01 the fzces of many of teday's young
enthusiasts, Names like Rudgs, Maoto Guzzi
and Excalsicr were cornmon with only
Nortons and Trivmphs still around and
batiling it out with thosa Janaese and
hybrid “jobs' which so dominate racing
tocay,

INames like Maurice Carn, 'Pip’ Harris anc
Bob Gaeson caught the imagination of
those early Palace crowds but that vary
first season also saw 1 emercence of a new
lecal here, At Forest Hill, within ar engines
roar of the circu’t, sldecar veteran Jack
Surtees and his son John lived. By the érd
of tho sacond seazen John held 21l the
major lap and race records and his superh
ricing ability and meteoric starts saw him
well on the way 10 his 31 Palace wins — a
feat which has not been bettered, At the
Saster meelingin 1955 he equalled Reg
Parnell’s (Ferrari} outright lap record for
tha circuit a1 75,82 on his Norton but this
joint record ne'd only a few manths when
tha late Mike Havethorn IMaserati) setup a

Toanm Challenge Racing startod az the Patace in 1570, Here, the fiesr tess
Dgre Nixon, Mactin Corney, Charlie Sanby, Sim Racvey and Pator Gabean.

Sina round takes place fadoy.

naw racord of 77.38. John was back again
at the Easter meeting in 1966 and although
the crowds may not have realised at the
time thay were oreviewing the 1966 World
300 cc Champion,

Surtess, however, was not the only big nama
around for at a later meeting in 1965 the
Manx T.T. winner Bob Mclntyre gave the
crowds something to choer about and a new
350 cc lap record inta the bargain, Talking

of croveds 15,000 plus was not uncommen at
‘Londen’s Own' in the 505 and nearly 30,000
packed the circuit for the Easter meeting in
1956, An sdmissien charge of only 3/~ may of
course have helped.,

Jack Brobham had meanwhila pushed the
lap record up to 80,19 in his Coaper Climax
and it was Surtees who yet agair cama with-
in #n ace of equalling it or his Norzon in
1957 at 79.43. AL this time 80 mph on two
wiheels seemed just arcund the corner but in
fact it was nearly saven years before Joe
Cunphy finzlly bettered it and became the
first man to break the '80° barrier on 2
motor ¢ycle,

wn seasing lofe ra righe —
Na e in oty thivd sogson the

1958 producad & vintage crop of budding
stars with De-ek Minter, Joe Dunohy and
Phil Read all making their ‘Palace debuts
together vith a certzin $, K. B, Hailwood
whom the orogramme notes deseribed as &
¥0ung up and coming rider — somewhat of
an understatermans. Young B ke duly pro-
ceaded 0 sweep the board at the Palase that
year bt could orly manage to take the
125 cc lap recorc on his Ducat:, As currant
holder of the cutright lap record at the
Palace sat up this yaar at 103,39 he is
cartain ta remzin the only competitor 10
have held both a car and bike record.

With the new decade work begar on 1ha
construction of the Natiena! Sports Centre
anc as & consecuence the pecdack, start and
finish were moved frem along the betiem
straight to their prosont site in 1960, The
removel of the controvarsial ramp bend
bricdge improved the safery margin for
riders buz did not l2ad 1o an overall improve-
ment in the standard of racing which didn’t
quite match that of the 50s. Joa Dunphy's
Lap record held Gut until 1968 when Paul

n



