* SPECIAL
EDITION

g

' All-American

. Tour Train:
Harley FLH g _—
Classic and M b 5
Cycle-Kamp A7 =
Trailer

~ “‘(r‘"" ' ﬂ 3 v'. ] — ” t p w
2T 3 s ,\ % - 08
IEY68 AN SHHVAS
0 g8l DS A3IavH3 1201
! 023 334004 NVIV 4
% 93AD EBNNC ZTE0.89GI6N
| | 1 6

;. XS 22220oa



Contents

VOL. 16 NO. 8 AUGUST 1982

SPECIAL EDITION: SADDLEBAG SPECTACULAR

63 INSIDE THE SADDLEBAG SYSTEM what to look for, what to look
out for

65 THE BAG BOOK a steamer trunk of gear-haulers




Cycle Guide’s True Tales of Race Courses, Dark Horses and Machines at Speed

EDITED BY DAIN GINGERELLI

Storming The Hill

—

PHOTOGRAPHY ¢ 1982 RICH CHENET

Abiding by the hillclimbing rule: one hand on the bar

Finding the action on a hillside jump

o

Crossing the finish line the hard way.

Kicking up the dust with that good ol’ mountain dew.

e It happens quickly, almost viciously. A sin-
gle bike is staged on the start pad at the bot-
tom of the hill, ready for a timed run to the
crest. The rider revs the engine to the red
zone, waiting for the starter to drop the flag.
When he receives the go-signal, he dumps the
clutch. The bike’s rear tire, wrapped in case-
hardened chain, spins in the dirt, fiercely
throwing lumps of earth rearward.

The tire hooks up-suddenly, catapulting
bike and rider in the general direction of the
top of the hill. With luck, both tires will main-
tain their contact with the slope during the
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Wheel-standing up a jump

When the nitro excites the chain.

ride up. As John Williams, five-time profes-
sional AMA National 500cc hillclimb cham-
pion puts it, “‘It’s like being shot from a
cannon when that rear tire hooks up.”

The ride—if successful—ends seconds later.
There’s not much time for mistakes in hill-
climbing, for like dragracing, it’s a race
against the clock. But there’s another ele-
ment involved in hillclimbing that’s not as
prevalent in most other forms of motorcycle
competition: gravity. Since the entire run is
uphill, it takes a lot of horsepower to make a
quick climb. Hillclimbing, in its purest form, is

Continued
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(Sm an erelling career ad a . .
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC

AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF
THE PROFESSIONALS”

GO WITH THE WINNERS !

If you're serious about becoming a top-notch
motorcycle mechanic you’ll want the best possible
training available. You can’t afford second best
and neither can we. If you think you have what it

takes to become a grofessconal . ..
call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678

Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123
~ - APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING — ACGREDITED MEMBER KATTS - -
£] RESIDENCE SCHOOL 1 HOME STUDY

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS
10025 Shoemaker Ave. ® Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670

AGE

NAME
ADDRESS

Street City State Zip
©
PHONE GSJ
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Danny Halcomb and his Triumph crest the hilltop finish line in style

And from there, it’s nothing but downhill all the way home.

a showdown between gravity and horsepower.

Oddly, hillclimbing isn’t considered one of
the big-league sports of American motorcycle
racing. It shares all the drama and technical
requirements of other forms of competition,
but with only regional popularity in the
northeastern states, hillclimbing hasn’t ma-
tured as have motocross and flattracking.
Ironically, though, during the Twenties and
Thirties, hillclimbing was on a par with flat-
track racing as America’s favorite motorcycle
sport. But as flattracking continued to grow
in popularity, eventually attracting the atten-
tion of the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Com-
pany—now the primary sponsor of the AMA
Grand National tour—hillclimbing remained
secluded in the northeast section of America,
where it is still considered Big Time.

What has evolved is the Pro Hillclimb
Series: eight to 10 National events a year to
determine champions in two classes, 500cc
and 750cc. Each racer at a National makes
two attempts on the hill during a meet. The
rider with the quickest first-round time sits
out the second heat, riding the bubble until
either his time is bettered, or all bikes have
run. The winner gets 15 points, while second
place takes home 14, and so on down to one
point for 15th place.

The bikes used are as brutal as the sport
itself. Basically there are only two technical
rules for hillclimb bikes. First, they must meet
class displacement limits of either 500cc
or 750cc. Second, the engines cannot use
“true” fuel injection. As stated in the pro-
hillclimber’s rule book, “true” fuel injection

e Hillcimbers are nonconformists. Just
look at their machinery and you quickly
understand that. But while many climb-
ers base their bikes on twin-cylinder BSA
or Triumph engines, Canadian John
Williams prefers to use multi-cylinder
powerplants. And with good results: For
several years his Honda 500 four was
King-of-the-Hill in the 500cc class. This
year he hopes to be top man in the 750cc
class—with a Benelli 750 Six.

Williams’ new STP Special Six should
squeeze out more than 300 horsepower, he
predicts, using six Hilborn injector nozzles
along with Norris cams and a gaggle of
Yoshimura speed parts. Williams claims
the engine will rev past 13,000 rpm and
easily should top 100 miles per hour on a
climb. The fuel? Why, the hillclimber’s
favorite: 100-proof nitro.

STP Six-Pac to Go

The 43-year-old Williams eagerly looks
forward to conquering the hill with his 80-
inch-wheelbased Benelli, and anticipates
winning the 750cc championship—or fly
trying. —Dain Gingerelli

Williams STP Special
A dragbike with an inclination.
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Side-valve Harleys find new life

By any other name, they’re antiques.

constitutes squirting the fuel directly into the
cylinder. However, fuel injection sprayed
through an intake manifold is legal, so many
bikes use gear-driven Hilborn injection
systems.

The remainder of the motorcycle’s design is
open to the builder. Consequently, some inter-
esting machinery shows up at an AMA hill-
climb. Wheelbases tend to stretch more than
six feet long, posing the common problem:
where to position the engine? Too far forward
and there isn’t adequate drive-wheel traction;
too close to the rear lets the front end get air-
borne, which, obviously, can lead to disastrous
results on the ride to the top. One feature is
almost standard, though: Practically all hill-
climbers have the rear tire wrapped with
chain for optimum traction.

And all pro hillclimbers share the same
greed for horsepower. While engine perfor-
mance tricks are as varied as promises at a
political convention, just about all the top
racers can agree on one thing: They all burn
nitro fuel. The volatile mixture stirs up
enough boom in those Triumph, BSA and
Honda cylinders to propel these rocketman
bikes to speeds of 80 to 100 miles per hour. And
considering that this happens on dirt, uphill,

A rider prepares for hook-up

s

“At 178 mph and 11,000 rpm an
engine failure can be disastrous. That's
why | count on a copper-core Derale
Competition Oil Cooler. In testing super-
vised by technicians from a major oil
company, oil temperature in my For-
mula One Suzuki reached 180° with a
Derale Competition Oil Cooler installed.
At identical lap times and ambient tem-
perature, but without the Derale cooler,
oil temperature reached 230°.

“That’s a 50° difference. Just as
important, Derale coolers are reliable. |
can’t afford to have oil spraying all over
my tires at the kind of speeds my bike
reaches. Last year | ran the same
Derale Competition Oil Cooler in five
endurance races without any leaks or
failures. | won three of those races, and
in all five | saw other teams drop out with
broken aluminum oil coolers made by
another company.

“I've been a privateer too long to risk
using anything that doesn’t work.

RELIABLE
COOLING

Derale helped support my racing in 1981
and helps support it in 1982. But Team
Hammer has used and believed in
Derale Coolers since 1977. Derale Qil
Coolers work and they stand up to the
abuse of endurance racing My experi-

ence proves it”’
/ Bruce Hammer

Team Hammer

Buy Reliable Cooling. Buy Derale.

In a test on a stock CB750F street
bike, a Derale Street Oil Cooler out-
cooled an equivalent Brand L cooler
at60 mph. Derale dropped oil temper-
ature from 217° to 179°F, a total of
38°. Brand L dropped oil temperature
from 217° to 205°F, a total of 12°.
And Derale’s complete street kits
cost only $94.50, an amazing $60 less
than the closest competitor.

[ DERALS

OIL COOLERS

THE WORLD'’S FINEST OIL COOLER
138 W. GARDENA BLVD., GARDENA, CA 90248 * (213) 515-7266

Like being shot from a cannon.
Continued
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CRUISING
HILL PULLING
TRAIL

COMPETITION
ALL-OUT .
for :

HONDA - YAMAHA — KAWASAKI — SUZUKI
FOUR STROKES E:

STROKE SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1964

Send $3. including your

make. model. and
year. for our

Performance Fact

Book Catalog
P!

0. BOX 1206GH2 "
\ BEND; OR 7109
75033826395 1

We encourage Canadian direct sales

m

G E.N. U

BMW PARTS
20% OFF e s

Price List upon request.

Parts shipped anywhere.

v GAPITAL GYCLE
—=="] CORPORATION

2328 Champlain St., N.W.
‘ Washington, DC 20009

phone (202) 387-7360




Fork Braces
For Superior
Handling

o i - e -y o ‘ A

$59 in black, $79 in chrome
Atter years of development and testing, THE ULTIMATE SOURCE FORK BRACE is
available for most Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki and all BMW motorcycles.
Designed to keep your fork sliders in perfect alignment with each other and eliminate
front end flex. Easily installed without special tools. Thick-wall chrome-moly tubing.
California residents add 6% sales tax. Master Card and Visa welcome. Add $3 for UPS
Shipping. Send your order or phone. COD and Dealer orders welcome.

THE ULTIMATE SOURCE
1888 W.Sar) Carlos St San Jose, CA. 95128 TOLL FREE (800) 538-7518

In California (408) 295-0207

Dro

Win with Barnett Clutches.

Today s hlgh performance engines are flat out ! : w J
screamers. Stock clutches, in most cases, are the e o ‘
weakest link between this power and the rear . f
wheel. Barnett solves the problem — We build = - B
our clutches not just to take it, but to deliver it T M
where it counts “The Ground”! E

Barnett stocks the most complete line of FO0E & ENGINEEHING
corprene and Bar Flex friction plates, aluminum, @ American Made Since 1949
steel or copper-plated steel drive plates, heawy  Quality-Service-Experience .

duty clutch springs, and racing clutches. :
No slipups . . . Install a long lasting, power P. O. Box 2826, Santa Fe Springs

driving Barnett clutch! California 90670 (213)941-1284
Dealer inquiries invited.
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Long-time hillclimber Earl Bowlby
Hoping more pros will follow.

and in less than 10 seconds, it’s awesome,
indeed.

The race is more than just a smooth climb
up a slope, too. Most sanctioning clubs do a
little hill “grooming,” just to make things in-
teresting. The favorite obstacle is a jump dug
into the hillside, giving the ride a little
“action,” as former 750cc champ Earl Bowlby
puts it. Williams says of the four-jump hill in
Allentown, Pennsylvania: “After one jump
you don’t hit the ground for 40 feet.” And at
80 miles per hour, a rider had better know
which direction is up when he lands. Not sur-
prisingly, this kind of riding calls for body
English the likes of which even Kenny
Roberts couldn’t understand. “You ride these
things,” says Williams, “rather than just sit on
the bike like a bump on a log.”

The ride includes some interesting scenery,
too. It’s mostly dirt, but, “There’s no horizon
to deal with when climbing,” states Williams.
“It’s like riding on a streetbike and just look-
ing down at the pavement.”

To score points, the rider must cross the
finish line at the summit in control of his bike.

John Williams gets airborne

78

Finding action in the jumps.
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Chain-encased rear tire

The key to a successful climb.

The official rule book describes “in control” as
having one or both hands on the handlebar. It
doesn’t state how firmly they have to be hold-
ing on, either.

If hillclimbing sounds a little wild, well,
that’s because it is. There’s a bit of motocross
in it, plenty of fancy body-to-bike control,
and enough off-the-line acceleration to rip
King Kong’s arms off when that hundred-
proof nitro explodes. It’s a sport that will take
any rider to the top—if he’s prepared to pay
the price. —Dain Gingerelli

Wanted:
Pro Hillclimbers

e There are only 40 or so members in the
Pro Hillclimbers Association. That’s the
extent of professional hillclimbing in
America. These men are the elite of hill-
climbing, but if nothing is done to bolster
the ranks, they also are a breed doomed to
extinction.

Bill Amick of the AMA, a fan of the
sport as well as its overseer, confesses,
“There just is no feeder system between
the amateurs and pros.” The AMA has an
amateur program, but it is far less intense
than the pro racing, and it doesn’t provide
a real link to the pro ranks.

What'’s needed is a transition class from
amateur to pro. Earl Bowlby, a pro hill-
climber since 1966, reflects the views of sev-
eral future-conscious pros: “We need a
novice or beginner class for the amateurs
wanting to turn pro. The 500 class would
be good. A first-year rider could race in it
for a year to get a taste of what pro racing
is all about.”

A transition class, open to first-year
pros only, as Bowlby suggests, would serve
to get the new riders’ feet wet, allowing
them a place to compete without intim-
idation from the more experienced riders.
Until that happens, hillclimbing always
will be looking up to other forms of pro
racing—or become extinct when this batch
of riders wears out. —Dain Gingerelli

Continued
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By JULTRALS

Made
In U.S.A.

NONITOR

INSTANTLY DISPLAYS
ALTERNATOR/GENERATOR
CHARGING RATE AND
BATTERY CONDITION
CHARGE.

Displays Normal Battery Charg-
ing 1 0.2-Volt

Signals Overcharging to Battery
Signals Undercharging or Low
Battery Condition

Signals Direct Discharge, Short in
System or Flat Battery

The Monitor lets you protect your alternator/generator, battery, lights, igni-
tion, wiring, accessories and the electrical system from incorrect charging
current. The Monitor’s all-solid state design is impervious to damage, never
requires adjustment and mounts easily in 5-minutes. Warranteed for 2-Full
Years, Unlimited Mileage. For All 12-Volt Systems.—List, Only $21.95.

EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF VOLTPAK® PRODUCTS

ACTION ENGINEERING

SiTintemma 2726 MAIN ST., RIVERSIDE, CA 92501 (714) 686-6624  wmimam

=fFast Line

Cycle Sales%

Super Express
Same Day Service
Call (602) 841-5076

E: N,E.J Free Freight*

P.0. Box 2080 B

Glendale, Az. 85311
* §50 Minimum Order in U.S. only

e |

1981 Tourstars flush mount shield $ 81.%
1981 Star Full Face, Snell 119.95
1981 Magnum Deluxe open face 8.95
1981 Moto IIl MX Helmet 97.9%5
1981 RT Versatile open face 5.9
1981 Magnum Il open face light weight 4.95
1981 Mini Cross open face childs 4295
1981 Mini Moto full face childs 1095
1981 MI-Full Face Ultimate Helmet 179.95
____PACIF
1

Pacifico AREO-Fairing (complete) $369.95
Pacifico Classic Fairing (complete) 4595
(NEW) Pacifico Aero Foil Fairing 1265.00

Plexsifairing 11

89.95
9.9

Plexifairing Il Fairing
Plexifairing Il Fairing Smoke

sw SHOC sSW

S & W Street Strokers (complete) $117.95
S & W Air Shocks 139.95

LOCIAIRIARTT

$ 84.00
62.00

| DryRider

Dry Rider Rain Suit

GOODFVEAR

MT90X17 GTII Goodyear
350X19 GTII Goodyear
325X19 HST Goodyear
425X18 HST Goodyear

(ntinental

Lockhart 0il Coolers
Uerale (thermostat) oil cooler

425X18 K112 $ 58.95
450X17 K112 59.95
510X16 K112 61.95
350X19 RB2 51.95

Kryptonite Locks

$ 799
7195

Electronic Ignitions Most Bikes
Bluegoose Coils 4 Cylinder

Send 50¢ for price list on 100s of discount parts. 20% deposit
on all C.0.D.'s or send money order. Arizona residents add 5%

sales tax. All sales final.
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