owards the horizon. The sun burns
| Al rciful ferocity upina

8

Photography Tony
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The line of dunes to his left
start to recede and suddenly
the sun-baked sterility beneath
his tyres becomes uneven and
potholed. The bike bucks and
twists as he struggles to slow
down and he becomes
extremely grateful for the full
teninches of suspension travel
provided by a leading-axle
front rig. He is acutely
conscious of, and grateful for,
the stiffer springing in the 86
model’s fork, remembering its
predecessor’s tendency to hit
the stops, throwing the bike
wildly out of shape.

The rear suspension, with its
Monocross rising-rate system,
is generally successful at
keeping its wheel in contact
sufficiently to use power to
escape trouble and the increase
in unsprung weight dictated by
Yamaha'’s penny-pinching
retreat to a steel swing arm
from the previous model’s
alloy item is hardly noticeable.
Our boy knows, though, that
continual abuse of the 9.3in
rear travel will lead to
overheating of the de Carbon-
type shock, lacking as it does a
remote reservoir like
comparable items on
Yamaha’s motocross bikes,
and a subsequent loss of
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sors’colours stand out in the wilderness

damping effect.

He goes for the smart
option, heading back towards
the interminable dunes. Once
onto harder and smoother
going, he steers in a graceful
and fast arc by hanging off the
bike’s nearside and applying
spurts of power to the back
wheel, the sidetread of its tyre
spitting plumes of fine sand
into the air as the tortured
rubber spins in a controlled
slide. Irrespective of its
obvious bulk, the Ténéré feels,
steers and handles like a true
dirtbike in such special
conditions, and its rider
becomes almost overwhelmed
with an atavistic urge to do as
much damage to what little
remains of adjacent ecology —
an emotion familiar to most
off-road hooligans — as he
brutally kicks his way up
through the notchy gearbox in
search of a lonely and purely
theoretical holeshot, a victory
over self.

Punishment for this retreat
from reason is swift. He has got
far too close to the dunes and is
about to reap the bitter harvest
of allowing concentration to
slip. The front wheel ploughs
into deep sand, tucks in and is
overtaken by the rear as the p




bike peremptorily performsa  itdigsadeep rutin bottom
classicendo, ejecting therider ~ gear. Gradually, the bike wins

! in an equally classic fashion its battle and he bootsit up a
over the bars. Undauntedand ~ gear, aiming away from the
unhurt by his flailing worst going without,
maelstrom of arms and legs fortunately, burying it up to the
causing a minor sandstorm, he  axles.
gets back on his feet and sprints Back on a steady bearing,
to pick up the bike, fearful of the rider returns to full-throttle
fuel loss considering the exploitation of the XT600ZE’s
isolated circumstances. Itis not-inconsiderable power. He
undamaged, the side of the thinks back to the claimed
new-style pannier tank being ~ 44bhp of the bike it
completely unmarked. He is superceded. He ruminates, as
right to worry, though, because  the miles of emptiness are
the relocation of the ’86 relentlessly consumed under
Ténéré’s enlarged six-litre the Ténéré’s splendidly
airbox under the centre of the ~ capable wheels, on the uprated
tank has considerably reduced ~ engine’s move towards better
its capacity — from 32 litres breathing and, therefore, more
down to 23— cutting range power at high revs. Apart from

under everything but the most  the bigger airbox, it’sgot
arduous conditions from over bigger valves, more radical
300 miles of autonomy toonly ~ cam profiles and the secondary

about 230 miles. CV carb’s venturi diameter has
3 The revised tank shape isnot  beenincreased from 27 to

without advantages as 28mm.

containing fuel in lower-slung The manufacturer now p

side panniers has noticeably
reduced the centre of gravity —
further aided by a reduction in TENERE

the altitude of both oiltank and : :
toolkit to positions alongside £2399 .
the rear shock thanks to the
airbox’s change in location. Engine...
The slimmer tank, which is less
susceptible to crash damage,
and the handling improvement
from an attack on the earlier
model’s top-heaviness have to
be weighed against the
necessity for a fuel pump on
this bike, though. When the
nearest spares counter is some
significant distance over an
inhospitable horizon, these
considerations matter...

He climbs back on, stabbing
the starter button to
effortlessly rekindle the fire,
thankful not to be wasting
energy and oozing valuable
bodily fluids from gaping pores
with frenzied use of the kick
lever. Even beyond the bounds
; g iR of civilisation, an electric foot

" O .Y is worth the extra weight. The ;
¥ LR - N Ténéré takes alittle time to gt geat peight sgg?“f?n (;Sin)

Well-guarded disc, long-travel suspension and meaty bash plate are properly moving again, Weight .
for more than show chucking large quantities of (inc 1 gallon fuel).......160kg (354lbs)
soft yellow sand intto the airas  Fuelcapacity............. 23 litres (5.1 gals)

Price (inc taxe:
Guarantee......

Comp. ratio....
Carburation....
Gearbox.
Electrics.

damping adjust

test the K75S at Park Lane now.

P

. SALES 56 PARK LANE LONDON W1. TEL 01-629 9277

PARK LANE MOTORCYCLES
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claims a robust 46bhp but
Motad’s Bosch dyno only
discovered 35.3 horses at the
back wheel. When the original
Ténéré came out, this same
device found a mere 28.6bhp
but Alan Baker’s lads appear
to be suffering hallucinations
typical of the desert because
they ‘remember’ a figure and
power curve identical to the
new one. Whether Yamaha
objectively went to all that
technical trouble for nothing,
as our boy blasts across the
scorching wastes he cannot
help but feel that he is
interfacing with a quicker and
more stable bike.

The thought of
hallucinations — those mean
tricks of the desert —is never
far from the edge of his
consciousness. His tortured
eyes, straining into the heat
haze ahead of the bike,
suddenly perceive a strange
coalescence, a sharper
definition with lines of bright
blue and green. Is it a mirage?

Oh well, time to stop playing
games. I rolled off the throttle
and then brought the Ténéré to
astraightline stop with both
wheels locked and skimming
the sand, some distance before
the beach faded into
Laugharne Sands, the inlet
curving away past Ginst Point
to Laugharne village with its
picturesque ruined castle on
the edge of reed beds and the

er, slim

boathouse where Dylan
Thomas used to marinate
himself in after-hours drinking
bouts whilst scribbling ‘Under
Milk Wood’. The Welsh poet’s
infatuation with the demon
drink wasn’t far from my mind
as I stood next to the bike,
waiting for the photographer-
laden truck to catch up, thirsty
enough to drain an entire
barrel of the already-sampled-
and-approved local Buckley
bitter.

Alright, then perhaps the
seven-miles-long Pendine
Sands. facing Carmarthen Bay
and famed for Parry Thomas’s p
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REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER (bhp)

10

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
RPM x 1000
YAMAHA XT600 ZE TENERE

35.3 bhp @ 5950 rpm

TESTED ON BOSCH LPS002 DYNAMOMETER AT MOTAD LTD,
UNIT 2, MAVERTON ROAD, LONDON E3
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CBX550FD ) List£2169
D

OURPRICE £1799

VT250FD

OUR PRICE £2699

SECURES | CroditCards

weicome

OURPRICE £1299 £210 ] OURPRICE£1699 £370
CX650ED List£2359 | VT500EF List £2229
; SAVE Nt SAVE
OURPRICE £1999 £350 | OURPRICE £1799 £430
VF500F,E List£2799 | VF1000BolD’or List £3949
< SAVE SAVE
OURPRICE £2399 £400 | OURPRICE £3199 £750
VF1000FF 4 . List£3599 § CBX550F,D List
_ N £2349

above prices do not include No. Plates, Delivery & PDI

SUPERBIKE
BOUGHT
FOR CASH

OUR PRICE £1899

69-71 PARKWAY, RUISLIP MANOR, MIDDX.

pSy

STODDART
MOTOI}n(FYCLES

YAMAHA

Full range of new and used
models in stock

Sales * Service * Repairs
4 SOROBA ROAD, OBAN.
TEL. 0631-64176/64210

LAWRENCE
MOTORCYCLES

For

v

WILTSHIRE
0793 850284
Station Road, Wooton, Bassett

SALES HOTLINE 0895 676451
PARTS/ACCESS. 0895 630442

E. HAMILTON LD

420-446 Streatham High Rd,
London SW16
(opposite Streatham Common
onthe A23)

01-764 0101
01-679 4078

HONDA - SUZUKI - YAMAHA
KAWASAKI & VESPA
Order your D reg
bike NOW -
Call Don or John

TENERE IN STOCK
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MAIN KAWASAKI DISTRIBUTORS
FOR
CROYDON AND SURREY
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57 STAFFORD ROAD
WALLINGTON, SURREY
01 647 5393
01 669 5199

Now be a better,
safer rider and
prove it!

Take the Advanced
Motorcycling Test

There are over 62 test routes throughout
the country and there is one located
near your home.

For full details about the test, just fill
in the coupon below or telephone 01-994 4403
(24 hour answering service).

I The Secretary, Institute of Advanced Motorists,
I.A.M. House, 359 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4HS

I'd like full details of the Advanced Motorcycling Test.
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ill-fated attempts to get ahead
of Campbell in the 1927 World
Land Speed Record trials
(Thomas’s aero-engined car,
‘Babs’, snapped its drive chain
and left the poor chap without
ahead), is a far cry from
Africa’s blistering heart. But
on one of the first really hot
British summer days, a slight
adjustment to reality courtesy

of the more fertile end of the
Willis imagination got it pretty
close.

The Yamaha XT600ZE
Ténéré is, after all, a fantasy
motorcycle. It was created as a
serious rally bike by Jean-
Claude Olivier, boss of French
Yamaha importer Sonauto,
and has repeatedly proved its
worth in countless desert raids,
principally the mammoth
Paris-Alger-Dakar bash.

Almost incidentally, it
makes a fairly good street bike
too but its ability to provide
fertile psychotherapeutic fuel
for those of us trapped in urban
dream spirals must be the real
reason that the thing is well-
established as Europe’s top-
selling motorbike. Virtually
none of the tens of thousands
of Ténérés, new and old,
littering the cities of our
continental cousins will ever
make the Big Trip, but their
owners still cherish the ideal,
the very possibility. Now what
did I do with that Good Pub
Guide to Southern Algeria? @

Increase in overall weight is irrelevant with excess luggage like this
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