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COVER: Some like them powerful. Some
like them to handle well. Others just like to
have whatever is up with the forefront of
design. This machine embodies the lot in one
beautiful package. The RM400N.
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There is a saying: you have to kiss a lot
of toads before one turns into a Prince.

Ithough all previous RM370/400s

haven't exactly been toads — far

from it, in fact, the earlier 370s were
,a force to be reckoned with — the most
recent offering from the factory of the
yellow machines (the RM400C) was not ex-
actly up to the par of the day. It was over-
weight and slightly underpowered, although
it still represented value-for-money for most
open class riders.

What Suzuki has done is change every-
thing except the design of the word SUZUKI
on the tank, so that the resemblance
between the C and the N is about the same
as that between a toad and a prince. Every-
thing you can see has been redesigned; as
well, most everything you can't see has
been redesigned.

The N comes with a whole new set of
plastic-ware: FIM style rearset number-
plates, shorter worksy fuel tank and 21st
century guards bring it right up front in the
style department. Next most noticeable
change is the extruded aluminium swinging
arm: it is an extrusion because that's the
best way to achieve rigidity (the C model
had an aluminium swinging arm, but it was a
welded unit made up of a number of sepa-
rate pieces which had less rigidity than the
arm on the N). The shocks have a chrome-
coloured spring, but are still Dr DeCarbon
units; the shock body is the same for the
250 and the 400, but the spring rates are
different.

A longer seat is fitted to the N to allow
the rider to get further forward for radical
cornering. There is no problem with the
shape of the fuel tank getting in the way,
because the junction is perfectly smooth to
allow the transition. Since the RM didn't
steer as well as some bikes you can get, this
point was appreciated by everyone.

Actual suspension travel is close to the 11
inch mark both ends, but don't believe it if
anyone tries to tell you it is any more. Riders
can fine tune their forks and shocks for their
own weight, preference and track condition:
the shocks allow two-position damping ad-

justment and three-position spring preload The plastic fuel tank features a well-con- Sidecovers look fine until you put your
settings, while the forks are alr/pll and can toured shape which allows the rider to square numberplates on. You have to
be set up however the rider likes. A 10 easily slide forward for better cornering. remove the black oval outline, otherwise
weight fork oil works best for damping. We found it was necessary to do this. it is still considered to be an oval plate,

As far as the power department is con- Tank decals are the best yet. Pipe is out despite being square. You get at the air-
cerned, the N is a pleasure to use. It doesn't of the way. Filler hole is a little too small. filter by undoing the seat.
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come on suddenly, because Suzuki has
mellowed the powerband; you can use this
engine in the midrange where it is meant to
be used and the power delivery is always
smooth and predictable, and as strong as
you'd expect in a 400 motocrosser. Always
shift early and get to use the torque of the
engine. With an engine which delivers a lot
of power, you need a corresponding
amount of braking: the N shines here, too.
The fully-floating rear brake is fine, with a lot
less chatter than some other units available;
one rider commented that it was a far
superior brake to the floating brake on his
old Honda CR250R. The front brake is the
same: excellent feel and the ability to stop
you on demand, using only two fingers. This
model has a full width hub.

With a seat height of 38 inches, the RM is
one of the tallest motocrossers around. The
YZ400F is much lower in the saddle height
due to a lot of thought by the designers, and
riders who aren't too long in the legs should
consider this; check out the two and decide
for yourself. Starting the bike isn't a prob-
lem, as the kick-starter ratio is very mild, but
the 400 still doesn’t have primary kick start-
ing: Suzuki does this because of the design”
of the gearbox and power chain, and if the
bike was equipped with a primary kick, as-
is, the internals would self-destruct. Once
you get it fired up, it has a mellow, throaty
bark which is louder than the YZ.

Starts can be done in either first, second
or third gear, depending on the track. The
power as-delivered is sufficient to keep
pace with anything else on the way to the

first corner, but we can't hang out and say
that the RM is the fastest bike in its class.
One of, maybe, but the fastest, no. More
important is the power delivery and the way
the bike gets around the track.

Suzuki scores well with their 400N in
these departments. The ride is plush over
most anything you can throw at it, although
the forks felt initially stiff over little bumps,
and a little too soft on full compression on
bigger ones. The air in them can be pumped
up to partially allieviate this, but this only
increases their stiffness on smaller bumps.
We mentioned the steering before: a ten-
dency for the forks to plough was noticed
when compared to the steering of other
bikes we have ridden, but the RM certainly
turned better than a YZ. We figured this was
as much due to the lesser high-up frame
weight rather than superior steering: if
pressed, we'd have to say that the steering
of the RM and YZ was pretty close. With a
good tyre it is improved considerably: we
tried our RM with a set of Pirelli GaraCross
tyres and noticed a definite improvement,
so if you can afford it, when the time comes
for replacement tyres consider a better
brand.

At the rear, the shocks did the job well,
but most people would opt for better units
when the originals gave up. Bottoming out
isn't the problem: it is more a case of an
incompatibility between spring rate and
damping. The 400 springs are slightly too
heavy for the damping, even if the shocks
were set on the heavier damping position.
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You notice this most of all when you brake
into a corner, and the rear end is kicked
about. As they are, though, you have no real
need to change them unless you are in the
very top echelon of motocross.

But the N is a bike which loves to be rid-
den hard. If you keep shifting early and keep
the power in the midrange, it will power
around the track with the best of them. And
if you push it into corners and use berms
properly, or if you fit a good front tyre, it will
corner better than anything except maybe a
Maico and one or two other European bikes
which are never seen on our motocross cir-
cuits anyway. The suspension gives you a
plush ride and you can concentrate better
on your lines. The whole bike is a pleasure
to ride and is relatively easy to maintain.

While in the US, the guys from
Motocross Action magazine claimed that the
chain tensioner had a habit of picking the
circlip off the connecting link in the chain,
causing you-know-what. We haven't heard
of it happening in Australia yet, so the prob-
lem may have been cured (Jody Weisel said
his method of fixing it was to bend the ten-
sioner sides with a pair of pliers and that the
factory were going to issue a bulletin to the
same effect, so by now they may have
completely redesigned it. Check).

One of our test RMs was run in Con-
dobolin and the chain guide on top of the
swingarm disappeared completely, as did
the rear engine mount bolt. Nothing else
went wrong. Jetting is as close as most
people would ever want with a 400. The
sidestand fell off, but you have to take it off
anyway. Parts were available at the time of
writing, but we understand there had been a
bit of a shortage before that particular ship-
ment: Suzuki isn't really too bad when it
comes to parts, in our experience.

This RM is certainly a force to be
reckoned with in the open class, and is
available at a price which can't be argued
with. Add to that the availability of a lot of
extras, and the very minimal degree you
need to go to to turn it into the equal of the
best (tyres and shocks) and the RM400N has
to be the Prince of the 400s.

Just watch out you don’t burn you lips on
the pipe, if you feel like kissing one.

This chain guide was smashed to pieces
during the Centrepoint 200. Keep your
eye on both it and the lower-run chain
tensioner if you are to avoid chain
hassles.

Swingarm is an extruded aluminium
section which is far stronger than any
other type of alloy swingarm construc-
tion. The shocks are fine for all but the
best riders, but aren‘t rebuildable. There
are two damping settings and three
spring preload settings. Fully floating
brake works well.
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Forks were too stiff initially and too soft
at full compression. Apart from that,
very plush, easily the best out of Japan.
Front brake is superb.

The heart of the beast is a torquey 417cc
case-reed inducted powerplant which
delivers a powerband designed to win. It
is close in its configuration to what the
works team uses. Keep your eye on the
bolts, and make sure the aircleaner is
meticulously maintained.

RYANS OF PARRAMATTA

The dirt bike people
NSW DISTRIBUTORS FOR MONTESA

ENDURO 360 HE M o NT ESA
ENDUROS

250cc and 360 six-speed

COTA TRIALS

247cc and 348cc
All fully registerable

SUZUKI

The latest RM-N series
PE175N, PE250N,

RM125N, RM250N, RM400N

See them all at

3
Ryan’s
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105-107 CHURCH STREET,
PARRAMATTA,
N.S.W. 2150. °

TELEPHONE 635 8444
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