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COVER: Is that a gleam in his beady
little eye, or is it a reflection of that
Gold Medal he is wearing? Phil
Lovett and one of his two ISDT
medals: who wouldn’t be proud?
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decided that he

wanted to go to
Sweden and ride the ISDT.
Most of the people who knew
him (except, perhaps, his
fellow club members) thought
that he would more than likely
grop out on the third or fourth

ay.

“Not serious enough,” they
said.

In 1978, Phil Lovett

Phil not only proved them all
wrong, but he earnt Australia’s
first Gold medal in the ISDT*.
He went again in 1979, to
West Germany, again rode a
125cc Husgvarna, again came
10th in class, and again won a
Gold medal. Back home, his
performances are equally as
impressive, and his current rid-
ing is proving both the vaiue of
international

mination to get better at the
sport he already so good at.

In fact, he has become so
good he has formed a new
level in the sport of reliability
trials, because he has been
able to combine his skill on a
motorcycle with the ability to
read the terrain, the ability to
mentally prepare himself for
any level of competition, and
the ability to do well on either
motocross or cross country
special tests.

One thing of note is that he
literally exploded onto the
. scene in 1977, at the Hunter
500 two day held near
Cessnock. Riding a 125cc
Yamaha IT/YZ combination
borrowed from a friend, Phil
amazed everyone by finishing
second outright to Robert
Haskins, in what was his first
enduro. Since that time, unless
he has had mechanical prob-
lems, he has either won or
been in the first three or four
riders outright, every time he
has competed.

Phil’s riding style isn’t the

only thing which merits atten-
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competition to
him, and also his own deter-

tion. Along the way he has
earnt the nickname “Revhead”
and has also managed to
become accepted as the town
clown (some people prefer to
think of him as the village idiot,
at times). His sense of humour
is always one of the first
things you notice about him,
because rather than keep in
the background, he has the
attitude that he is there to
have a good time and just
because he happens to have
made it to the top it doesn’t
mean he has to change that.

He is always the first to yell
out to other people at the top
of his voice, he never hesitates
to sling a good natured jibe at
another rider, he consistently
flirts and expects kisses off
the nearest female whenever
trophies are being handed out,
and he never seems to be
serious about anything.

But he is. His riding comes
first. When he’s off the bike,
that’s when he has fun. When
he’s on it, he is all business. It
sounds corny, but there is
definitely a Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde personality about him,
and anyone who has ridden
with him in a serious event will
testify to it.

His efforts at the Six Day are
proof: two consecutive Golds
can’t be ignored, and he can
honestly lay claim to being the
10th best 125cc enduro rider
in the world, although he never
does.

Beneath all the shyness, he
is really quite pleased with the
results he has had so far. In
Cessnock he is quite a hero,
having been voted as Sports-
man Of The Year in 1979 in the
Hunter  Valley. He
appeared countless times in
local newspapers, Newcastle
TV, and country radio shows,
and while | was in Cessnock to
do some of the taping for this

interview it became quite clear

how well he has been
accepted there: driving around
in his car, it seemed like all he

has

did was wave casually to all
the locals, although he
wouldn’t let me take a photo-
graph of him doing it. There
wasn’t anyone who didn’t
know him.

He isn’t just another rider,
though, as so many top talents
are: he is actively involved in
the Reliability Trials Subcom-
mittee, having been elected to
it, and he does a lot of work for
his own club, Cessnock MCC.
At present, he is working on
the 1980 Four Day, trying to
make it into an International
calibre meeting. To that end,
he is prepared to not ride in the
event both to do the work
that’s necessary and to let
some of the other workers in
the club have a ride in it.

Personally, | think that would
be a waste: he is undoubtedly
one of the best cross-country
riders Australia has ever had,
and his style always adds
extra colour to any event. Still,
it’s good to see that he’s will-
ing to put something back into
the sport he enjoys so much.

He first began riding 10
years ago, riding for fun for
two years before giving it
away for five more years (“I
kept wrecking bikes..”). He
restarted at 17, riding 2a Honda
MT125 with friends, graduat-
ing to 400cc Husqvarna, then
switching to a series of three
125cc Yamahas, followed by a
YZ250C, a YZ250D, a 125cc
Husqvarna, a 250cc Husg-
varna and now his current
390cc Auto Husqvarna, “The
best of the lot...”. He rode for
two vears in open motocross
before rising to B Grade, upon
which he switched to reliability
trials to ride the Hunter 500
back in 1977. Since that time,
he has concentrated on it, and
it was the start of his success
story.

His current sponsors are
John Harris Imports, which
helps with the Husqvarna,
Tycon Jerseys, PJI Lubricants,
and Metzeler Australia.
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PHIL LOVETT

ADB: Why have you concen-
trated on enduros since that very
first one you rode in 19777
LOVETT: There were more
enduros to ride than there were
motocross meetings, and it was
usually easier to go to an enduro.

And ... | was after trophies ...

| always wanted to get one of
those sash things at a motocross
meeting, and I've never got one
yet!
ADB Were you ever really good
at motocross, in your opinion?
LOVETT: No ... | was a reason-
able C Grader, seconds and thirds,
never many firsts. | got to B Grade
on points from the seconds and
thirds. | had an accident and broke
my collarbone and the day | came
out of hospital, there was a letter
saying I'd gone to B Grade! I've
only ridden motocross two or three
times since that day.
ADB: Do you miss it?
LOVETT: Id like to do it now,
because enduros are getting a bit
boring. You get sick of riding the
same thing all the time: | was get-
ting sick of riding motocross
before | took up enduros.
ADB: What about sporting trials,
short-circuit, road racing?
LOVETT: I'd like to do short-cir-
cuit, but you've got to have a
manual transmission for that. I've
had two rides at it, one with the
125 and one with the Automatic.
The Auto’s no good for sliding. So
till | get a manual 390 I'll have to
give it a miss.

ADB: Don't you ever have an
overall goal you want to achieve in
racing, then? I'd have thought you
would, after seeing you do so well
in two successive Six Day events.

LOVETT: | just don't like doing
the same thing over and over all
the time. But next year | want to
ride motocross and have a go at
Mister Motocross. Maybe get fitter,
get to know how to ride motocross
better for the Six Day in France
this year.

ADB: People have said that, that
you are very oriented to ISDT com-
petition and that everything you
are doing in your riding here is to
get you ready for over there.
LOVETT: No. What | did last year
didn't prepare me for West Ger-
many. But this time | really want to
do something about it, because |
went to Germany and after the first
day | was exhausted. | didn't know
how | was going to finish another
five days.

ADB: Why was that? You don't
get exhausted here.

LOVETT: It's not as hard here as
what it was in Germany last year. It
was a lot harder and longer than
Sweden in 1978. More bogholes,
trenches you had to ride in where
your footpegs were dragging on
the ground, just constantly having
to ride faster than we did in
Sweden.

See, the times were harder ...
ADB: From what | remember, you
were going pretty hard in Swede
— you were always earlier into the
controls than anyone else ...
LOVETT: Yeah, but then | had
two minutes’ spell every time | got
to a checkpoint. This year we were
riding eight to nine hours a day.
There wouldn't have been any
more than 20 kilometres all up of
tar for each day, out of about 340
kilometres. There was a lot of tight
stuff like we have in the Cessnock
area, a lot of rainforests like up at
Dungog, forestry trails like we have
in the Watagan Mountains near
Wyong, a bit of tight, zig-zag stuff
like near Abernathy.

It had everything, and a lot of it.

| also had the wrong front tyre
on: | had a 3.25 instead of a 3.00,
and the bike kept wanting to climb
up out of the trenches. | changed
that on the end of the 3rd day, and
it was better.

ADB: | heard you impressed them
with tyre changes.

LOVETT: Barry Stowe was
quicker. | did one every day, which
| think you have to do to go over
there.

ADB: That relates to our attitude
and goals, I'd think. Did you
change tyres here in Australia at
every event because you simply
felt like changing tyres, is it
because you get them for free, or
is it because the things you do are
all in training for something, in this
case the Six Day?

LOVETT: No, it's because Ive
found that when you use a new
tyre each day, you get a lot better
traction and the bike handles a lot
better on the start of the second
day than what it was at the end of
the first day. I'd like to be able to
have a fresh tyre every day | ride.
The front tyre | swap every two or
three two-day events: | don't really
worry about it, because it's the
back one you can notice!

With a sponsorship that way, I'd
like someone to be able to supply
me with tyres so | didn’t have to
use old ones all the time. Tyres are
pretty important to me.

But to be competitive, you need
good tyres.

ADB: When you say that, you
must be thinking more of yourself
than Joe Blow?

LOVETT: Yeah. Most blokes
could go six two-days and it would
be OK. They'd probably think they
wouldn't notice it, but if they were
to change one every day they'd
find theyd go a lot better in
Special Tests where grass was
used.

ADB: Did you spend a lot of time
perfecting your fast tyre changes?
LOVETT: No. | practised last year
before | went to the Six Day, | prac-
tised one quick tyre change before

II’/I/&W”I’ /”0/'0/7 6‘)’6‘14" Y>417/ 4
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PHIL LOVETT

we had that tyre changing com-
petition at the Four Day in 1979. |
did two tyre changes this year in
Sweden before | went down to
Germany. | didn't do anything to
the bike except put bushes in the
brake hub to let it float a bit when
you pull the wheel out. Otherwise
it's a bit stiff. That's all.

ADB: So far, you are the only rider
to have earnt two consecutive
Gold medals in the ISDT, and you

were the first Australian to get one |

in current ISDT conditions. Yet you
have said you are only an average
C Grade motocrosser in Australia.
Why do you think you've been able
to do so well in international com-
petition where a lot of emphasis is
on your ability as a motocrosser?
LOVETT: Well, in motocross I'm
always a bit scared. | don't try to go
for the middle on the start line, or
the best position. | just try to go for
the outside so | don't get crowded
in the first corner. | don't like hav-
ing blokes run over the top of me!
And | don't like being pushed or
elbowed or getting handlebars in
the stomach.

In enduros you just go out and

you do the best you can with no §

worries about anyone running into
you. If you come off you haven't
got anyone to blame but yourself,
and there aren't other riders there
to run over the top of you.

At a motocross meeting, before
a race I'm shaking, when | finish
I'm shaking. | get nervy, real nervy.
ADB: But reliability trials aren't
only motocross special tests. You
also seem to be able to go through
the bush quickly.
LOVETT: You've got to have
good eyes and good reflexes. With
motocrossers, if they go fast it's
because they've practised the cir-
cuit till they know it off by heart. If,
say, Gunter was to go out in the
bush he'd probably hit the first tree
he came to!

I've never seen him ride in the [}
bush or anything, but most of them s

are like that ...

ADB: How do you rate yourself
against the people you've ridden
with at the Six Day?

LOVETT: | found with some of
the Americans — | haven't met a
lot of people over there, really —
they thought you were only some-
one from Down Under and that you
didn’t know your head from your
backside. But after riding with one
of them, who had thought | was a
bit of a driphead — which a lot of
people probably think. Greg Davis
it was, everyone calls him a
miniature Dick Burleson, he acts
so much like him — he changed
his opinion! The last two sections
every day were pretty tight and |
used to put everything into them to
make sure | cleaned them: most of
our blokes scraped in on their
grace. My best was a minute early.
On this railway line we had to do, a
lot of real deep whoopdies
developed from using it each day,
and | used to ride along it tapped
out in 5th gear, jumping from the
top of one to the top of the next. |
was just leaving the American for
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BELOW: During the taping
session, Phil decided he
wanted a ride up and down
Cessnock MCC'’s hiliclimb run,

where he demonstrated his
latest feat — a peace-sign
while doing a wheelie. He'd
wanted to be able to do it for a
long time. It’s passe, Phil. ..

ABOVE:

Phil is TYCON’s
staunchest supporter. Behind
him here is George Telfer, co-
manager of TYCON with his
wife Joan. Phil silk-screens all
his own T-shirts and jerseys,
which is why they have more
writing on them than anyone
else’s.

.

dead, and he said so.

My bike went better than his,
too. | got a bit of barrel work done
by one of the mechanics at the
factory. I'd met him the year before
and he thought after that we were
reasonable types of blokes. We
got to know the factory blokes last
time and they looked after us
pretty good: this time was even
better.

The Americans have accepted
me, too. It was all because of
Sweden, though, because up till
then they'd thought the 125 Husky
wasn't any god, and | got a Gold on
one.

Last year, too, at the factory |
had people pushing me around
the workshop, revving my bike with
my mouth, and the factory guys at
first thought | was a bit silly ...

ADB: Is that where you got the
nickname “Revhead”?

LOVETT: No, | think you gave me
that! | dont mind it anyhow:
everyone’s got to have a bit of a
nickname. | am a bit of a revhead
though, | suppose. | tend to use the
throttle.

ADB: Why did you stick to the
125 for so long and why did you go
back to one in the West German
Six Day, after riding the 250 here?
LOVETT: After riding Sweden, in
all the sand where big whoopdies
developed, | though that being up
the front of the field was better
than being back at number 300,
and getting the holes bad. | also
liked the 125 in Sweden.

This year | didn't know how to
ride it-properly and | think I'd have
felt more at home on a bigger bike.
ADB: With reliability trials at pre-
sent, we seem to have adopted
more and more the attitude that
we should be running events so
that the riders who want to go
overseas are acquainted with
European rules. How fair is that,
because 95% of the people at an
event either aren't interested or
able to go overseas?

LOVETT: Well, we're now using

' | the Suggested Two Day Rules

il which were based on European
d rules. Something similar to the

ISDT rules, that's what | think we've
got to run. People who won't ever

! go over would always like to, |

| think, and if they rode to those

rules they'd know what it was like
to do it.
ADB: But the emphasis may be

# too far the European way, possibly.

People here have said that we are
starting to have too many
motocross special tests, rather
than cross-country tests. What are
your thoughts on the subject?

LOVETT: I'd rather the motocross
special tests, because | like doing
them. | don't like having to race

| through the bush, trying to go

quick and not knowing where I'm
going. It's dangerous, because
you've got to go as hard as you
can but you don't know where to.

If they put you over the special
test beforehand you can get some
idea of what's there, but mostly
they put you into a test you've
never ridden before. Motocross
tests are better that way — at least




you have some idea of what's
there.

Blokes who say they don't like
motocross tests are mainly people
who can't go well in them, where
they can go pretty fast cross-coun-
try. They don't care about the
general safety when they want
cross-country tests.

| don’t mind cross-country tests,
they're all right, it's just that I'd like
to be able to ride on them first.
ADB: What about the way they're
tightened up the scoring for you to
earn medals? Gold used to be
15% of the winner of the class,
now it's 10%; Silver used ot be
15% to 60%, now it's 10% to 40%.
And in compensation you can now
change a lot more things on the

ike.

LOVETT: The only things marked
now are the frame, the crankcases,
the wheel hubs and the exhaust
pipe. If you have a siezure you can

b

You don’t go to the Six
Day to get a Gold. On
the other hand, you don’t
just go over to finish.
You’ve got to go to do
your best.

1/

pull the barrel off and fix it.

You can use any tools, too. You
can use tools supplied in rep-
lenishment areas.

In West Germany, it was the first
time I'd ridden an event run that
way, and | think it was a lot better.
It was possible to lose time from
only falling off once.

ADB: It seems that it would prob-
ably suit our riders better, since
they are usually fast on the trails
and slow on the special tests.

LOVETT: Yeah, most of our guys
were cleaning it OK, even our
riders who arent all that well
known. | think it's from the trail
times being so tight over here.

Our going to the same system

here is a good thing, | think. It stops
a lot of cheating, because you
can't afford the time to stop and
change anything between con-
trols. It has made it easier — you
don't have to concentrate so
much on the reliability side of it,
but if you do have trouble the
times are so tight you're going to
lose time anyway.

There was nowhere near as
much cheating in West Germany
as there was in Sweden.

ADB: Did going to West Germany
make you feel you had to do as
well as you did in Sweden the pre-
vious year?

LOVETT: No, | just went over to
do the best | could. | don't think
you should go over to get a Gold.
On the other hand, you don't just
go over to finish. You've got to go
to do your best.

You get a pace to ride at, which

-g

will let you keep on the bike and
keep the bike together till the
finish. Teams don’t mean anything
to me: if | go anywhere, | go to do
my best, and if the rest of the team
finishes, well that's good. You can't
let yourself get let down by some-
one else.

If | DNF, that's stiff. Too bad.
Can't do anything about it.
ADB: Which of your Gold medals
means the most to you?
LOVETT: Oh, | think the Sweden
one, because it meant getting one
of the first Golds for Australia. To
think that | could do it, because
there were people who thought
that | couldn’t finish six days. |
didn't think | could either

ACCESSORIES

(laughs).

ADB: You have to admit you
seem to be trying to give people
the idea that you don't take any of
it seriously ... We watched you
there in Sweden pulling wheelies
through that puddle of water trying
to impress those girls!

LOVETT: If you'd seen me at the
factory, too, when they were push-
ing me around, that's why
everyone thinks I'm a bit of a drip-
head ...

ADB: You must do that on pur-
pose! You're a bloody stirrer. You
go up to people with a grin ...
LOVETT: There was no girls in
Sweden, anyhow! | wasn't doing it
in front of girls. | didn't mean to be
doing it in front of. girls, | was just
having a bit of a muck about.
You've got to amuse yourself. If
you're just riding serious all the
time it gets too boring, and you

start making mistakes, so | just try
to pop a few wheelies, go as high
as | can over a jump and throw a
crossup, something like that.

| might be a bit of a showboat, |
don't know. It gives your sponsor
more value; gets your picture in
glossy magazines like yours. |If
people see a Husky go higher than
anything else over a jump and still
land safe, people will think it must
be a good bike. And if they see a
Metzeler sticker, or a PJI sticker, or
a Tycon sticker on it, it might stay
in their mind. It's just good for the
sponsor — normally they don't get
anything out of it, much.

Normally | don't get anything out
of it either! (laughter).

TOP QUALITY GEAR AT THE RIGHT PRICE
AVAILABLE FROM DEALERS THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA

ADB: Some people seem to have
a knack of landing a lot of spon-
sorship. Aren't you the same? After
all, with two ISDT Golds you've cer-
tainly got something to trade on.
LOVETT: Some people have got
the gift of the gab. | haven't. When |
go to talk to someone | end up
paying them money instead of
them helping me.

Tycon jerseys has been one of
my best sponsors, over the last
few years. | always wear their gear,
because | like it best.

ADB: Do you think there is any
possibility that we'll ever see an
International event here in Aus-
tralia?

LOVETT: Yeah, I'm trying to work
something at the moment through
Cessnock Club to make the next
Four-Day an International event. |
was talking to Dick Burleson and
Larry Roessler from the States, and
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You’ve got to amuse
yourself. If you’re just
riding serious all the
time you start making
mistakes, so | just try to
pop a few wheelies, go
as high as | can over a
jump...
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they said if it didn't cost them any-
thing they'd come out. We've got
to get bikes for them, which | think
John Harris would do, but we'd
probably only try to get Burleson,
we could get a car from one of the
local dealers | think, accommoda-
tion would be no trouble. It's just
getting the money for the airfare:
Hungry Creek was interested, in
return for him to run some sort of
enduro school.

From what | know of Burleson,
he's the sort of bloke who will talk
to you, and he's the best in
America.

| won't be riding, though. There's
too much to do, and too much
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publicity about local riders in local
events, not that it ever worried me.
People have written stories about
me — Kel Wearne for instance —
riding local events and how | knew
where the course was. Denis Lock
was another bloke, too, who used
to get heaps.

You can see what happened last
year at the Four-Day: | was a local
and | still missed an arrow and got
lost! Fair enough, | know most of
the terrain, but | don't go out and
set the course.

ADB: Knowing the area is still
better than not knowing it, though,
but that still isn't cheating. You
have to ride the course. You have
to keep your bike going.

LOVETT: Yeah, but you take
most people who ride enduros
these days, unless it's a new club
running an event, everyone has
ridden the territory anyhow,
especially the better riders
because they go to everything.
Courses aren't that much different

&

At a motocross meeting,
before arace I’'m
shaking, when | finish
I’m shaking. | get nervy,
real nervy.
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from year to year, because there
are only a limited number of trails
which can be used.

| could remember a lot of the
Orange Qantastic in 1979 from
riding in it in 1978, for example. |
can always remember the danger-
ous spots.

ADB: Surely most people would
like to see how you, in particular,
would go against Burleson? If you
don't set the course, why not ride?
LOVETT: I've put my name down
for organising, so we'll wait and
see.

ADB: You've now decided to ride
the 390cc Auto Husgvarna in the
French ISDT. Do you think it can
take it?

LOVETT: Yeah. | should have rid-
den it in West Germany. They'll last
six days, if you put them into gear
right.

Mine's getting older now, it'd be
about 10 months old. We've never
changed the engaging gear: we
changed first gear around a bit
and my brother came up with a
new idea. Instead of the clutches
being pulled outwards by the
springs and causing wear, I've now
got the springs around the back so
they keep the clutch straight in the
drum.

Down in Melbourne they reckon
the autos won't last, that you can
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burn them out in half an hour in
mud. That's wrong, because | rode
mine for five hours in mud up in
Lismore and it was as good at the
end as at the beginning. And | was
two laps ahead of everyone else.
They're the best thing I've ridden
since sliced bread!
ADB: Do you think that the six-
hour Pony Express type events are
going to be the way things will go?
LOVETT: Oh, well, at present it is
because clubs can't get enough
people to run reliability trials. But
other people are coming up —
Denman and Macksville Clubs, for
example. They always run good
events, they're friendly and they
have the locals on side.
ADB: What do you see yourself
as: what sort of image do you think
you project to other people?
LOVETT: | don't think I've got
one. What do you mean by image,

anyhow?

ADB: What do you think an image
is?

LOVETT:

| don't know. I'm a

dumb bastard! | 'spose they prob-

ably see me as a bit of a driphead.
ADB: Can you really blame them?
You can't sit there and tell me with
a straight face that you do any-
thing to discourage them thinking

it.

LOVETT: No, well, | stir a lot of
people. up. Someone’s gonna
smack me in the mouth one of

these days!

Some people: take it as me
being serious, when the only thing
I'm serious about is when | get on
a motocross track and*['ve got to
do something desperate to win it,
or something like that.

When I'm stirring someoqe, I'm
not serious. | still joke when I\m rid-
ing, but not as much. | yell out at
blokes | know, give them a hard
time. | like getting a few laughs!

| don't want people to think that
because | do all right in events that
| won't talk to them, because I'm
not like that at all. 'm not a snob. A
lot of blokes talk to you and you
don't know their name, and | feel
embarrassed, sometimes it's hard
to talk to them. Like Alan Pond: |
didn't know his name at first but |
called him Cowboy because he
wears a big cowboy hat.

He calls me Revhead, so pos-
sibly he doesn't know my name
either!

Continued on page 78

BELOW: Cheekiness is one of
his strong points, but only

when he’s not on the bike. This
shot is taken after Day 2
Sweden, as he gets an air filter
ready for the following morn-
ing’s work break.

ABOVE: He only knows one
speed through the bush — flat
out. He says that if he goes
any slower, he messes things

BELOW CENTRE: Another
strong point is giving
speeches at presentations.
This one is at the ISDT presen-
tation in Albury.

® 6

I’d rather motocross
special tests, because |
like doing them. . . but
mostly, with cross-
country special tests
they put you into a test
you’ve never ridden
before. It’s dangerous.

up. His mechanical knowledge
is not great, but he manages to
keep the bikes together to the
finish.
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