KAWASAKI
KDX500

Ram in wolf’s clothing.

Everyone knows the old 1981 KX420 wasn’t the
hottest Open Class motocrosser available, and it
takes a while to overcome a stigma like that. Their
1983 KX500 was a radical — and far better —
update, but its reception was lukewarm in

Ausiralia, to say the least.

In an effort to sell leftover KX500s, Kawasaki
Australia has made the bold decision to gather an
optional enduro kit which will transform the KX

into a KDX.

by Geoff Eldridge

o firg! questian is gain

to be: “If the KX50
wasn't an overnight sen-
sation  on  Australian

maotocross sales, why should itbe a
goad plavbike-wath-hghis buy?”

Good guestion. First, what were
he reasons the KX500 didn't sall in
guantity in 19837

Actually, the motocross market
Was 20 lukewarm i1 1883 1hal no
kg bore =old very well, but Kawa-
sakl  sold  proporionally less
because it always takes a whila 1o
avercome the reputabon of a bad
model {la, the 1981 KX420) and
wha could blame buvers for baing
cautious? As well, word went
around that the KX500 had a real
detonation problem as it warmed
up, and gossip on that subect
alone did a kol of harm: despile a lot
of good fealuras an the bike, the
gngine ket it down. Plenty of power
_hul citheult b gef it out of the thing
In &y consisient ashon

Enter the KDX concepl. Kawa-
sari Australia's Kewvin Doyle added
an extra head gasket o eliminate
e delanatian probxiem and mallow
the power out. He then lenglhaned
e silancar unit by arownd 100mm
to take the edge off the exhausts
Dark. Jethrg s adjusted 1o guit h-:tl'
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Ihesa changes and as you will buy
the KDX500 will be spol on for any-
ihing tut high altduda runmng

Finally, a lighting coil was polted
into tha grabon sysiem 19 powar &
KDX250 front headlightnumber
pate combination and & KLEZ2SD
faillight. Jusl remeamber the bght
beam i suitable for enduro type
work, rather than Wi Ebenezer 12
hiour night racing stuff

An opbonal Phasea |l kil s ein
offered: it comprigas of a KD
ipmeier/stopwatch on the bars
coupded 1o 1he sensor unil al the
front wheel. Extra machining is nec
essary fo it this part to the whesel
For most people a normal speeds
would be a wiser investment. And
thats ! Yessi, she's a genuine
matocrosser with lighls, no doubt
abeut ol

And how does this package
wirk?

As far as we can tall, the KX500
works very well in KDX guise. Just
about the anly problam s fhe 13l
mess of the bike — footing and bal-
ance 15 aifectad in some siluations
Mind you, this hesghl also means
the kcksiarer is tall. But the exirs
head gaskel al leas! makes fhe
KDX easier to kick over.

Az far as nding the bike goes, ihe

Come and check our specials
this month on:

sofl front end coupled with the disc
front brake means you need to get
1o know how the front will react as
you dive inlo an unknown corner
on a frailride, 11 can be an asset
the front end compresses so fast i
aiters 1he sleerng geometry and
gctually makes gatting around cor-
ners easiar, This helps in tight rid-
ng, especially whan you consider
the rear end feels stiffer by compar-
san, even if you back off thie spring
preload.

Far enduro or trailriding, the KDX
will work far better f wou set it up
slightly soft. Mot anly 18 this easier
on you on a long ride, but riding
,.-:r'::l-qd r'lgg is Mo ’E"-TE!IjI"“[

e with softer suspensian. Bul the

Uni-Trak is a good system and it
Won 'l give you any dramas an he
big holes, Siock springs are fine;
and if vou gel pecky, Bal-Ray 10 wi
fork of measured 6.5" from the Lo
of the fork fubes wath the springs
removed and the suspension com-
préssedisa {ﬂ_‘m-:! place to start

Cur test KX500 clulch dhidn'
exhibit the same grabbiness we
found with aur 1983 KX250, nor did
our Finke KX500, but the clulch is
nevartheless not a gradual one
it's far mora like a Honda. Bulwith a
500 there should be hardly any call
for using it anyway

Iyres are Dunlops and aren't too
bad at all. Tha rear brake tends fo
lock easdy at first, bul getls batler

XT 250 TL

An ideal dual purpose
dirt/road hike.




FAR LEFT
This is a publicity shot of Trevor
Williams we were ﬂpli&d with,
in case you are wondering at the
ordinariness of it and the lack of
any ADB style in the photo.

N "']'-l.F Al r ekt
ABOVE LEFT

For extra dollars you can gel a
Phase || KDX500, which has this
tripmeter/stopwatch hooked to
the drive pulsar on the front

wheel,

BELC

LEFT
An extra head gasket has tamed
the engine for enduro style
work, and gets rid of the
KX500's worst problem — bad
detonation which ends up blow-
ing the bike up.

Itdoesn't look much different to
a8 KX500, because it isn't, A

lighting coil supplies power 1o
the KDX250 headlight and
KLX250 taillight, while an
extended muffler takes the bark
out of the exhaust note. Jetling
had to be slightly modified.

wilh age. Water seems to have litle
effect on i Up fronl. the disc =
greal, although it might pay you to
arain the brake fluid and install
waterproof brake fluid | vou plan
o riding wat terrain

What of the engine? Excellen
wiln 1he exira head gasket. Power
IS oW evar 50 shghily from stock
but & stocker is more powerful than
any other Open Classer anyway
{they make the best Finke hikes for
that very reason), Maturally, it's still
as rorty as you'd expect any Open
Class motocrosser to be, but it's
sOmenow a nice power delivery
spread over a good rpm band.

Snce this madel ks an adactation
of another model, it won't have all

Or come and choose from one
of the largest stock ranges of
dirt bikes in Sydney.

XT 530 K

For those who want
that extra bit of punch.

the creature comiorts riders expect
on enduro bikas these days. Mo
compliance plate means it can'l be
registered, thare are no blinkars ar
MIFRar maunts, No pine pratecton
(actualy, come 1o think of it, what
aendura bike has it anyway?), no tool
Couch, no guick detalch wheels
But everything else is there. We had
a chance o ride Geofl Ballard's
KX500 during the irip to Cape York
and It hendied the job ke a Eurg-
pean enduro bike vary prediclabla
and with safe handling

For a serious rider prepared 1o
fing fune the bike the KDXS00D
would make a great enduro mount
For a more casual fun rider it's more
gemanding becausa il's more spe-

ITI75 K

For the enduro enthusiast who demands
power and handling without big bore weight. XT 250K XT 125K PW 80

ciglised than, ssy an X¥LE00. But it's
oot bucksts of power, light weight
and handling

Speaking of waight, a KX500 e
sacond ligntest in the class anyway,
so the KDX500 is the lightest
endurc bike in the class, That
Siways helpsg

Fernaps the best thing about all
this is that you can have it for the
same price as KA500s were selling
tar (and stifl are as far as we know).
You'd have to be mad o gel one
any other way:

THE BOTTOM LINE

tawasaki’s 500 has a strong
character and o an extent you
nead 1o adapt o i, but the basic

IT 250 IT 490 PW 50
YZ100 YZ125 YZ &80
YZ250 YZ 490

WELBANK <> YAMAHA

387 Pacific Hwy., ARTARMON Phone: (02) 438 3244

packages always offered by Kawa-
saki are strong on handiing. Latehy,
ihey have sharpened up their act
on detals of design, and Kawa
sakis are getling 10 be a pleasure to
own (fead that as meaning You can
shot 'am in the garage and leave
them untouched il vour naxt ricde).

The exira head gasket has made
all the difference in the world, and
actually seems 10 work befter for
enduros. The five-speed gearbox
and siock sprockets are good for
any trail use. Andthe bark has been
laken out of the exhaust note

We can't understand why Kawa-
saki hasn't made one belore

xywel288
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