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-DBR'’s second 1984 model
comparo. This time our.focus was
on the four Japanese~80c

~ motocrossers.

The day was wind-swept and'
now and frost from a
ays previous had given
0 a soft and soggy track. |
Only Chippenham’s"sandy base
and Stuart Nufin’s efforts with the
bulldozer saved us from
disappearing into the wind- swep
Cambridgeshire 0 hvu:m.
Butsdasplte the conditions
those present were eager ‘to co-
operate. Out of school for the day
—on work experience perhaps? —

Justin Banks, A

Bell, Anthony.
' alin needed

little promptmg ;
Rlders of ablllty and expenence

to evaluatmg each b <e. And ‘just-
as interesting, when the final
points were tallled the end result
wasfclosa
elected to use the same

at for testmg as that
employed in our Decembe
when the 125s came under
scrutiny; each rider to test the
three rival makes and. award
marks out of ten'on various

ran smoothry Suzuki, with the
option of two 80cc¢ bikes in ‘84,
elected to run the big-wheeled 80.
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pDarren Malin aviates the Kawasaki.

les it on the Suzuki.

.. . Anthony Skerry sty

... Justin Banks ljaunches the Honda.

.. .Andy Bell leaps the Yamaha.



HE big change to the 84 Honda

comes in the engine with the addition
of the Auto-controlled Torque
Amplification Chamber or ATAC. By
now well documented, the system smooths
out the power and gives increased low and
mid-range punch. Along with ATAC
comes a larger — by 2mm — 28mm Keihin
carburettor and a one horsepower boost to
21hp.

To go with the extra power, front forks
are now larger — up from 31mm in
diameter to 33mm — while travel has been
increased 15mm to 240mm. At the rear
the Pro-Link ratio has been altered with a
resulting 45mm increase in travel. It’s now
a useful 255mm. Like its big brothers, the
80 features a bolt-on rear sub-frame. Also
new is the swing arm.

A slight styling change, mainly around
the radiator shrouds, completes the *84
look. Weight, at 62kg dry and colour, red,
remain the same as last year.

While something had to be done to give

ABOVE: All our riders liked the way the Honda pumped out its power. However, less

Brakes seemed to suit everyone, though
the Honda lacked the power of the
Kawasaki disc.

With a 1230mm wheelbase — the
shortest of all but the KX — the Honda
proved adaptable to changing conditions.
Generally it was felt the bike was very
forgiving. As Skerry noted: “It’s about the
right length to stay out of trouble.”

In the averages the Honda emerged as a
bike which did everything asked of it
without being outstanding in one particular
area. In short, a well balanced machine for
a rider prepared to keep the engine on the
boil.

KAWASAKI KNBOE2

or the British market Kawasaki takes

the spirit of the rules to the limit.
At 82cc the engine is at the maximum
tolerance allowed. At the same time, its
extra three cubic centimetres over the
opposition gives it the edge in the
horsepower stakes. Revised porting this
year means 22.5hp on tap at 12,000rpm.

Like its three rivals the Kawasaki has
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experienced riders might have difficulty keeping the engine on the boil.

the Honda a better power delivery down
low, there is still some doubt whether
ATAC’s the answer. All our riders noted
a lack of bottom-end power but attempted
to overcome it by keeping the revs up and
fanning the clutch. Adopting this style,
said Andy Bell, meant the bike “is good
into and out of corners.”

Almost without exception the revised
suspension got the nod of approval
although all riders complained the back-
end kicked up, suggesting rebound
dampening needed attention. “It’s good off
jumps and through the mud,” said
Anthony Skerry, “but the back bounces.”

Lack of low down power aside, our
riders liked the overall Honda package, in
particular the positive gearbox. They
found the bike tracked well through all
course conditions from claggy straight line
mud and sand to rutted turns. Only Skerry
felt it did not hold corners as well as the
Yamabha.

undergone a number of changes for 1984.
The most noticable is the fitting of a
hydraulic disc brake up front. In this area
it has stolen a march on its class
opponents. And the stopper does work.

Other features new for ’84 include the
fitting of straight pull spokes — but only in
the front rim — and a new blue seat. While
the colour may not make the bike any
better, its design does. Seat height has
been reduced 50mm to 820mm, bringing it
more into line with the class standard of
around 800mm.

Both front and rear suspension has been
subjected to change. And not necessarily
for the better. Travel back and front is
increased from 225mm to 255mm but with
it comes some criticism. The new look
front end has a heavy feel though there
were few complaints about the back which
has been altered to the extent of a
completely new shock.

For 1984 Big K is still a power

merchant. Without exception all our riders
gave the engine big marks. Banks and Bell
said “ten,” while Skerry was a little more
conservative in awarding a nine.

Producing a maximum 1.29kg-m of
torque at 10,000 compared with the high
revving Honda’s 1.26kg-m at 12,500rpm,
the Kawasaki emerged as a popular choice
in the varying conditions. With good
power delivery all through the range,
coupled with a sound gearbox, high marks
were understandable.

Overall handling and steering met
general if not rapturous approval and its
manners off jumps were above average.
While lightweight Banks was impressed
with the rear suspension, our heaviest
tester, Bell, felt it was too soft.
Nevertheless it ranked with Suzuki as the
best on the day.

At the front it was a different story. No-
one liked the front end. All said it was
hard and chattered badly over stutter
bumps while Bell had trouble with the
front sliding away. In addition, all three
claimed the front was too heavy in relation
to the rest of the bike. It was this one area
which cost Kawasaki dearly when the final
averages were tallied.

In the braking department there were no
complaints. Like the other three machines,
the rear brake was pretty right. However
the front was exceptional. Likewise, all
found the seating position to their liking
although Bell said the bars were too
narrow.

All in all, a good all-round bike,
superior in the power stakes but let down
by an uncompromising front end, a fault
accentuated by the fine Uni-Trak system
at the rear.

The only disc among the four 1984 80s,
the Kawasaki stopper ranked among the
best. Fork action, however, cost the little
Green Meanie dearly.




Justin Banks
Age: 13 years
Weight: 42kg
Experience: 5 years

Machine preferred: Yamaha

Machine........... Kawasaki
Motorsattidug 6 sl oy 10
TranSMISSIONR: .0 etttin A 9
Suspension (F). .. .oi.eeim. .. i
Suspension (R) ..ot taaa 10
BodyWorka. 6w st e 6
Handlingo . st ok ais - 7
Steeringy. Sl ol S aamasiiatin 8
AVERAGE............. 8.14
Machine ............. Suzuki
IMIOLOT: 8. e o e e s R 8
TranSmission't - i i Sy sty 9
Suspension (B2 55 S e 9
Suspensioni(R) - .22 T 8
Bodyworks i S Ei FE Da 7/
Handling £8 0yl 200 Aok /
Steering ™ PN TSl bt L 9
AVERAGE............. 8.14
Machine ............ Yamaha
VO L e 9
AN SIMISSIONT. . s R e s 9.
Suspension{(E)# < .0k s s 8
Suspension(RY e o 8
Bodywork . f S5 8250 L 0XY S J)
I and b A T 9
SEEETING - o0, twiotore «ooriloiss ste spohopors 8
AVERAGE............. 8.57

Andy Bell
Age: 13 years
Weight: 54kg
Experience: 5 years

Machine ......ccc000e. Suzuki
Mot .- ar e Nees b o] i
TranSmissionnEeeranmre. 513 iy 6
Suspension (F) ............ 10
Suspension (R) ............. 9
Bodyworks | IE & i sl . 8
Handling. . =% ks et inh o 9
STECRING o - M RT: St v it s 7
AVERAGE............. 8.00
Machine........... Kawasaki
Meotors, .. ... BMSRET LG 10
Transmissionie &s. 50 S 7
Suspension (F) ............. 5}
Suspension (R) 5.2 00 6
Bodywork: |, 5 8F S e 8
Handlings el Sl =000 5
Steeringme WsFRm il iy 6
AVERAGE............. 6.71
Machine ............. Honda
0\ (81 10) eyt ol i Gl A S 8
TEanSHISSIONIISREE e o 9
Suspensionf(B)F Tt o .. 1
Suspension (R) ............. 6
Bodywork e e e . o i 9
E andlin g e e e o - 7
StCerings s oo . oo o 7
AVERAGE.:..: ... ..... TS5

Machine preferred: Suzuki.

Darren Malin

Age: 14

Weight: 52kg
Experience: 9 years

Machine

Motorids. o sl .0 8
Transmission............... 8
Suspension (F) ............. i
Suspensioni(R)r...h oL L. 8
Bodyworka! 2t d 8a o 525 as 6
Handling s e ... oo 7/
Steering adl. burasie. i we 8
AVERAGE............. 7.42
Machine ............ Yamaha
Motors=it s SIRRRENNES s L 6
I ANSIMISSION Bl st et 5
Suspension (E) i oot i 4
Suspension (R) .- .-cv.ocue 6
B oAy W O e s o i
Handlinga® 5% S easl sy ot 5
Steefing ¥R A0Eg IR el . o 5
AVERAGE". 20 L0 5.42
Machine .....cc0000e. Suzuki
IMOLORE o r ¥ ey e e ot e 8 5
TanSmiSSIOn 5 PSRt )
Suspension (E). &0 .. .. S 5
Suspension (R) ............. 5
BodYWOrK i e aite o s ol e e 7
Handlingses. . G0 0ot .0 8 4
SteeringienPostie 7. . . tenlgsl 7
AVERAGE............. 5.42

Machine preferred: Honda

Anthony Skerry
Age: 14 years
Weight: 50kg
Experience: 3 years

N OO cece o = s ot deoiams 8
Transmission............... 7
Suspension (F)............ 7.5
Suspension (R)............ 725
Bodyworksieee T e 8.5
Handling rsse  : 8
Steeringe: Jovns bl ol 9
AVERAGE....:.:ui00ss 7.92
Machine ............. Honda
Motor 1 i e SRR, 7S
Iransmissiontais svre S 8
Suspension (F) ............. 8
Suspension (R) ............. 7
Bodywork i et e 7.5
Handlingl suiteng. Sesiyss saling 7
Steeringrmbiied: Temoniiiioly ad 8
AVERAGE............. 7.57
Machine........... Kawasaki
Motors. /e SrdRnesion e O | 9
Transmissionieesws SAgaus. o' il
Suspension (F) ............. 7
Suspension (R) ............. 6
Bodyworkss sk mpihi bkl a5
Handling. s0sta Sarfanider won 7
Steering:. ikl fgk A il 8.5
AVERAGE............. 7.42

Machine preferred: Yamaha

Honda Kawasaki Yamaha Suzuki
INOtORSERr 8 o8, . R i T=83, A S ol ) (S M e e i 7:60 e Sacnr. eiriciihas 6.66
FranSMiSSION .. .o o S BT 8 33 IR e e 8133 - e iin e 1 SRV T-00k:; st it cnmin iRt 6.66
Suspension (F).............. Ti33 e igr i, 0133 Sreiisin i o on 6:50 . xfiherlersiin xid 8.00
Suspension (R).............. 0, LR o S TE3B". pwsisin Semepat i TGS plp b8 ben admnis st 7:33
Bodyworki:« soris i on s TS0t Rt FRIG . S BN e, b (5, 2 M s L e P et 7133
Elandling seasthaiuns s ot T00 Tt N, ()15 1 TN S O T 3308 Hlaviags, Boi, SL s 6.66
Steenngii-n il TN s T166:: it s SN e, FIELG ol e o o R R FI00 T EaRALE U R 7.18
AVERAGE 7.52 7.47 7.25 7.18
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f Maxpawer..,..

Price, incl VAT .......
IENGING: . oo o nsisoeie e

liquid-cooled
Bore x stroke.......... 48.0 x 45.8mm
CAPACILY: iareioisieioeio o 0ioisiogs siwimiaioss /o) SR
Carburation ...........29mm Mikuni
TEDItOWIas . o svanis cisvns o sininsias s CIDI

Max power......22.5hp @ 12,000rpm

Max torque................1.29 kg-m
@ 10,000rpm

Gearsy. . il Batete oot S o Haia, o orezeisi o ISIX

Tyres

Front..... e 2eToPxa1T

REAT e wbos shmwiira o » Bl 0% 14

Brakes

Bront cive & st o s ohldalests oo s DISC

Rear.... Drum

Suspension
Front....................Air-assisted
255mm travel
Rear..........Uni-Trak 255mm travel
Weight (dry) ..........c0ve....6lkg
Wheelbase ............c0v...1225mm
Seat height...................820mm
Fuel capacity ...............4.7 litres
Spare parts excl VAT
Airifilters, SO T AL B0 L D 5107
Piston kit. ... £15.91
Rings only..... soasksisinisi LALDS
Head gasket ... sisiaasts oo b 20
Rear sprocket..................£7.23
Exhaust pipe (complete) .......£65.43
Rear mudguard ................£7.43
Radiator ......... .....£98.80

Price, incl VAT.................£825
Engine................Single cyl 2-str
liquid-cooled YE1S
Bore x stroke ...........47 x 45.6mm
Capacity i onvssiness s 196C
Carburation ...........26mm Mikuni
Ignition ............ ssjons s CDI
Max POWer .....ocoevveneess.. 21.9hp
@ 12,250rpm
Max torque ..........c...... 1.3 kg-m
@ 12,000rpm
GOALS - ois sl leonieis osioidiscannss winea sl s o's.5 BIK
Tyres
BrOnte. «/oisisvis wosia s os 0 80/80 % 17
Rear...... ee...110/80 x 14
Brakes
Front: Suse e it 2 Lt asit Drum

IREAD: o4 o's i oo o sveiosalodots oieiols oo se AD EMTIN
Suspension

Front........Telescopic 255mm travel
Rear........Monocross 260mm travel
Weight (dry) ...................60kg
Wheelbase .........cco0un...1235mm
Seat height...................800mm
Fuel capacity .................5 litres
Spare parts excl VAT

Airfilter .. ..ot et e £16.49
i Sat e E21165
e £4.76

Rings only........
Head gasket .......
Rear sprocket.........
Exhaust pipe (complete) .
Rear mudguard .......
Radiator ......

....£38.20
....£125.41
ve...£9.64
. £169.27

Bront... ... ...

Suspension

YAMAHA YZ80

'HONDA CR8D

Price, incl VAT ... ...........£795
Engine.....a.....,....Singieéyl 2-str

liquid-cooled ATAC
Borcxstmke.........,49.5x4l 4mm
Capacity . ..................... 19
Carburation............ Smm Keihin

Tgnition ........................CDI

ciiiieii. 21 6hp
@ I3,ﬁﬂ9rpm
Maxtorque................ 1.26 kgem

@ 12,500rpm

Gears.“.................,.....,.six
Tyres v
ant....”.....,.“....,.80/993 7
Rear...........”.‘....«IIWSG 1
Brakes
Front,.....‘...4..,.,.".,TLS drum
Rﬁar.....,..u.«...,un....'I'st.d_rum

 Rear

Sus;wensmn
Fromt..............33;mm air-assisted
240mm travel
Rear..........Pro-Link 255mm travel
Weight (dry) .. .................62kg
Wheelbase .. ................1230mm
Seatheight...................805;mm
Euel capacity .................85 litres

Spnre parts excl. VAT

Alrfilter, . .......o.0iiin0. .. £600

Piston kit.................... . £10.27

 Ringsonly.....................£1.06

Head Gasket...................£2.14
] prockel. .............,. . f437
Exhaust pipe (complete} .......£38.33
Rearmudgoard . ...............£743
Radiator .....................£80.14

ﬁngl e.,..“...,,.....SingIecyl2»!
. liquid-cooled
Borexstroke..... ca...A8%
Capacity .
Carburation ..........
Ignition,..............
Maxpower ............
Maxtorque..........
Gears.................«...u.u
Tyres
Front,..............
Rear...,.....‘.............3 0x
Brakes

44mm

Sxrbasererainias

Rear..................

Fuel capacity

ant....“... teievivi... Air-assisted
250mm travel

'Rw..........,.........Full Floater

 250mm travel
Weight(dry}.....,........‘....71 kg

 Wheelbase ..................1370mm

Seat helghf.,”,.,....“.....900mm
Liiiviiiiai.a. Slitees

pare parts excl. VA
Airﬁlter,.n......‘......,.....54.70

 Pistonkit.. . ... .. ...... . .%23359
Ringsonly.....................2926
 Headpasket ...................£213
.'Rearsprocket“............~.,£2660

_Exhaust pipe (complete) .......£73.34

Rear mudguard ................£9.26

_ Radiator....................5113.09
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‘The only difference between
my Arai MX 80 helmet and
Yours is—mine goes faster’

Says Roger Harvey, 125cc National
Champion, ‘T have worn Arai helmets
for several years, they really are the
best around. Certainly in competitions,
the MX-80 gives me the confidence

to get out in front and stay there.’

B

The Arai MX-80 is made for the serious dirt-bike rider
and has all the features you need. It has a fully adjustable
mouth and face guard, a five snap visor and you can wash
it in a bucket of water and the lining won'’t lose shape.

Try one today and be another Arai Champion.

Send for full details of the unique features that make Arai best! .
Distributors: W. E. Wassell Ltd. Prospect Rd., Burntwood, Staffs. WS7 0AQ Tel: 05436 5661 MX 80
Sole UK Importers: Newking Trading Ltd., PO Box 269 Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. ST5 1LA Tel: 0782 633751



