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SHOOTOUT

Which one of the mini quintet comes out on top?

By the DIRT BIKE Staff

Yamaha managed to come up with an
ergonomic package that’s best suited for
smaller riders. The YZ’s frame dimensions
are virtually the same as last year’s,
although the tubing has been beefed up in
critical areas.

f nothing else, 1986 will go down in the

record books as a year of choices for mini
riders. In ’85, only Kawasaki, Honda and
Yamaha offered young pilots a serious
motocross machine. Suzuki continued to
serve up a rehashed 1983 model that was
essentially uncompetitive at anything above
the novice level. And, while Honda’s CR80
and Yamaha’s YZ80 were both improved
over previous efforts, there was still little
doubt that the bike to beat was Kawasaki’s
brilliant KX80. The green mini continued
its domination on tracks everywhere and,
quite honestly, was expected to do the same
in ’86.

COMPETITION!

Surprisingly, Team Green now finds itself
faced with several serious challengers for the
Mini MX title—not only from the Honda-
Suzuki-Yamaha triumvirate, but from KTM,
as well. After many hours of riding, and
many more spent soliciting opinions from
our most reliable sources, we’ve decided to
crown a new winner in the mini class for ’86:
Honda’s outstanding CR80.

The red rocket gets the laurels for deliver-
ing a two-fisted combination of power and
handling that manages to eclipse anything
ever seen in the realm of production mini
motocrossers. And though we think the CR
is the best all-around package currently

A Handling is the mini KTM’s strong
point. The bike flings and twists with
ease and, with the right tires, will han-
dle any corner the rider is willing to try.
The front forks are hindered by margi-
nal damping and spring rates.

» Once the KX hits stride, it’s competi-
tively fast. The big problem most riders
have is getting the bike into the heart of
the powerband, especially when fight-
ing out of tight corners.

<(Most improved: Suzuki’s RM80 is the
surprise of the year. The bike is designed
to fit larger riders; however, even our
smallest testers also thought it was
comfortable.

Point it and shoot: Honda’s CR gets the
cornering job done with nary a snivel. Pick
a line, go, and the bike will lead the way. y
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Decisions, decisions: 1986 offers the mini racer five competitive

S

80cc weapons from which to choose. Although each is a contender

in the hands of the right pilot, the final choice is strictly a matter of the rider’s power, handling and ergonomic preferences.

available, it’s important that potential mini-
cycle buyers consider the composite ele-
ments of each of these five machines before
running out to buy one. The bike that’s best
for you depends on what you like. Do you
want low-end grunt with a scaled-down
frame? Or strato-power hooked to a warp-
drive chassis? Dissect the information pro-
vided here, then decide. Here’s a closer look
at the five contenders.
HONDA CRS80R

The 1985 Honda CR80 was the best red
mini machine ever produced, but it still came
up short of Kawasaki’s KX80 in the power
department. This is no longer a problem:
The 1986 CR80 has the best all-around
powerband of any mini ever built. The lit-
tle buzzbomb has an all-new nikasil cylinder
and a revised porting scheme, changes that
deliver a potent low-end jolt. The engine
builds steam quickly, rocketing through an
ultrasonic mid-range burst, and though the
voltage subsides a bit once on top, the bike
is still capable of revving if the rider so
desires. Add a flawless clutch and tranny to
the package and you’ll begin to understand
why this machine is winning so many races.

The CR’s handling and suspension are
first-rate, though not quite on a par with
the stellar performance of the engine. Sus-

pension chores are handled at both ends by
Showa componentry that rates above aver-
age, but not great. The forks deliver a
smooth, predictable ride, along with rail-
and-nail cornering accuracy; the rear Pro-
Link is a shade on the soft side for the fast
guys, though beginner through intermediate
riders hardly ever complain. Overall ergo-
nomics are the best money can buy—the
bike fits like a coat of paint. It’s comfort-
able for most normal-to-large-sized kids and
keeps its taut, crisp feel for many months
of hard riding. The overall package rates an
texcellent:
KAWASAKI KX80

This is a confusing machine, even though
it is no doubt a product of the same forward
thinking that produced the incredibly strong
KX efforts of the past few years. Basically,
Kawasaki built the machine that top Team
Green riders asked for. The ’86 KX has an
expert-only powerplant tucked into the best
KX mini chassis ever. The result is predict-
able: Most Novice through Intermediate
riders can’t handle the razor-thin top-end
powerband, which all but negates the ’86’s
substantial gains in the handling and sus-
pension department. The KX’s moon-drive
power output is competitive; it’s getting and
keeping the engine in the stratosphere that’s

- KTM’s revised 80MX mill

the biggest problem. For riders used to the
tractors Kawasaki has built in the past, the
transition to warp power hasn’t been easy.

Fortunately, the bike is more than capable
once it hits its stride—the new front and rear
suspenders let riders (especially faster ones)
make time through the rough stuff. The ac-
tion of the beefed-up KYB forks (they’re
now 35mm models, up from last season’s
33mm) is about on a par with the Honda
and Yamaha entries, though still a shade
soft; the firmed-up rear is fine for experts
but a bit harsh for lighter or less-experienced
kids. All things considered, the KX is a
serious effort that’s also very demanding of
the rider; it’s a competitive machine recom-
mended only for those with frenzied throt-
tle hands and spastic left feet.

KTM 80MX SENIOR

The first KTM 80 was a good example of
a bike that was built on the dyno—proof
that impressive horsepower charts are not
enough when it comes to getting on-track
results. When we first stole a glance at
KTM’s prototype/pre-production 80 at
Unadilla last year, we had high hopes for
the machine. The bike looked like a2 winner,
offering the prospective owner a scaled-
down set of White Power suspension com-
ponents, a chassis sprinkled with a healthy

Past KX80 efforts had plen-

With a bottom-to-

Here’s the heart of
the machine. The
CR80’s powerplant
_ appeals to all riders
—novices love its
_tractability, interme-
diates like the wide
powerspread and
experts enjoy the
upper strato-hook.

dishes out all of its power
on top, where it's competi-
tive with the rest of the
brat-pack bikes. A wider
powerband would help
make the machine suitable
for beginners and inter-
mediates, and still help the
experts deal more easily
with slick track conditions.

ty of low-end and mid-
range boost, but the 1986
motor makes most of its

 power on top. Experts can

deal with the new power-
band, but less experi-
enced riders usually go

faster with a wider power-
band. Kawasaki loses

points here.

A strong low-end snap
coupled with a high-voltage
mid-to-upper hook gets
the Suzuki out the gate in
a hurry. The wide power-
spread enables the RM’s
rider to clutch and sail out
of the twisties.

mid-range power-
band, the Yamaha
rockets off berms
with the greatest
of ease. Altered ig-
nition timing and a
new long-rod de-
sign help keep the
YZ competitive.
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dose of techno-trickery, and the aforemen-
tioned horsepower-heavy dyno graphics.
What actually emerged from the blue-
smoke-and-mirrors environment was a ma-
chine that fell painfully short of KTM’s goal
of Mini class domination. The bike had a
number of problems, from poor carburetion
to fragile wheels, and the Austrian firm
made the only logical move. They went right
back to the drawing board—this time with
their hard-learned real-world lessons in
mind—and totally revised the 80MX.
The machine we tested is the “Senior
Mini,” and the bike incorporates most of
the changes KTM felt were needed to make
the original a winner. The Senior Mini’s
engine is a full 83cc (up from the previous
mini’s 79cc), and, more importantly, it
comes fitted with a 28mm carb in place of
the overly optimistic 35 mm pumper found
on the first batch of White Screamers. Even
so, the Katoom still spits out the majority
of thrust up on top, and the power falls short
of most of the machines in the class. On the
plus side, the bike is an excellent handler
through corners, though poor spring rates
hinder performance through the whoops.
All things considered, the KTM is a noble
first effort and an indication of better things

to come.
SUZUKI RM80G

And now for something completely dif-
ferent...and we do mean completely.
Suzuki totally scrapped the old 80cc design,
starting from square one, to produce its first
competitive mini in three years. The new
Yellow Screamer is an outstanding effort.
From it’s high-powered, blue-on-blue,
liquid-cooled mill to the all-new framework,
fork and Full Floater suspension system,
the Suzook is ready to take a pilot right to
the top.

One of the problems past RMs have suf-
fered from was their relatively small size. The
bikes simply didn’t fit most large riders, and
as aresult, many older Experts were forced
to move on to a competitor’s model. For ’86,
Suzuki scaled the new 80 to fit larger riders
and thus was rated highly in the ergonomics
category by most of our testers. The new
bike remains slim and maneuverable.

The machine also sports a new-wave,
strutless Full Floater rear that favors faster
or heavier riders. The stock damping is too
restrictive for the lightest guys, though
smaller Experts did little complaining. The
33mm Showa tubes are also slightly harsh,
but this trait is easily corrected by experi-
mentation with different oil and spring
combos.

Rounding out the package is a totally
competitive powerplant that hits hard from
the mid-range on up. The total power spread
is highly usable, wih the upper two-thirds
getting ground support from a medium-cali-
ber low end that keeps corner-crawling
clutch abuse to a minimum. An outstanding
all-around package.
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YAMAHA YZ80S

This is the bike voted “Most likely to
appeal to the masses.” Yamaha took a con-
servative approach to improving the YZ80
for 86, and the strategy paid off handsome-
ly. Its’ newest mini is really a highly refined
’85 model that offers something for all
riders, from beginners to experts. So, what’s
new for ’86?

Starting with the chassis, we found that
the frame is essentially the same as last
year’s, but it’s been strengthened in several
critically stressed areas for greater relia-
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bility. Likewise, the 33mm KYB forks are
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decessor. New spring and damping rates,
however, offer a substantial improvement
over the ’85 silverware. The YZ’s Monocross
rear suspension is at the head of the mini
class. It was good last year, but shock refine-
ments in ’86 have significantly improved the
bike’s handling and stability. Good stuff,
regardless of the rider’s ability.

The overall feel of the machine favors a
smaller pilot, though our largest testers were
able to adapt without much discomfort. The
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seat/tank/footpeg and handlebar relation-
ship is top-notch.

While the total power output of the Yam-
aha falls short of both the Suzuki and the
Honda, it’s one of the easiest to live with
on the track. Sheer horsepower does, of
course, have its advantages, but the YZ’s
kind of bow-to-mid-range power helps keep
the rider’s mistake factor to a minimum, cut-
ting valuable seconds off lap times. As such,
the YZ gets high marks for offering an ex-
ceptionally well-balanced package of usable
power and good handling. [J




