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YZ125,
CAGIVA 125,
RM125

e
KTM 495,

HUSKY 500,
M-STAR 500

| HOW TO PASS...IN BLINDING DUST... WITH
| MAX TRACTION . AND NOT BE AFRAID!!




Tom Strattman

DUST BUSTERS HONDA XR500

WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine is poten-
tially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our photos are
experienced experts or professionals. Do not attempt to duplicate
any stunts that are beyond your own capabilities. Always wear
the appropriate safety gear.
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f you choose to race a 125, you’d better

get used to the idea of riding like a luna-
tic, overrevving the motor and abusing the
clutch. You don’t nit-pick lines; instead, you
dive into turns and slingshot the corners,
desperately trying to keep the engine scream-
ing its guts out at spooky revs. When you
enter a bumpy straight, you catch the next
gear and let the bike dance around like a
nitro-powered basketball.

Therefore, it makes sense to value horse-
power over almost anything else in the 125
class. With the need to keep the engine
working at near peak revs most of the time,
passing other 125s in the turns consists of
little more than controlled ramming and
outright intimidation.

With this in mind, here’s the field we have
for our comparison test, in alphabetical or-
der:

CAGIVA—A new (for this country) Itali-
an racer, the Cagiva has Marzocchi forks,
an Ohlins rear shock and a very convention-
al engine with no exhaust valves. A tall bike,
the Cagiva is blood red, handsome, and try-
ing hard to make a dent on these shores.
Carburetion is Dell’orto, ignition is ND,
tires are Pirelli sand models, and a single ra-
diator does the cooling.

HONDA—A heavily updated bike from
1983, the CR has an ATAC exhaust add-on,
a disc brake up front, brilliant red plastic,
and touches of blue here and there. Forks
and shocks are by KYB, but built to Hon-
da’s specs. Dual radiators cool it down, and
carburetion is by Keihin.

KAWASAKI—A single large radiator
cools the green rocket. Braking is disc up
front, conventional at the rear. Forks are
KYB, as is the rear shock. A trick Mikuni
carb is partly responsible for making it ultra-
fast.

KTM—Introduced late in 1983 in an ex-
clusive DB test, the KTM was faster than
any 1983 125 around. Double-leading-shoe
brakes squeal the wheels at both ends. Zoke
forks ride up front, and a White Power
shock is Pro-Levered at the rear. The white
charger comes stock with a Dell’orto carb
and excellent Metzeler tires.

SUZUKI—A fter a lame year, the Floater
is once again Full. This little revver has KYB
forks up front and a fully adjustable KYB
shock at the rear. A blue frame accentuates
the yellow plastic. Dual-leading-shoe brakes
can be found up front, with normal stop-
pers at the other end.

YAMAHA—Looking much like the 1983
effort, the YZ is, in fact, much changed. It
too has an exhaust valve. Low saddle height
is evident; KYB forks work up front and a
single KYB monoshock setur handles the
rear. Dual-leading-shoe brakes are on the
front while regular brakes are at the rear.
Carburetion is conventional Mikuni.

MISSING IN ACTION

Not here are the Can-Am 125 and the
Husky 125. Husky bowed out of the shoot-
out. Reason? Its offering is simply too slow
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CAGIVA, HONDA, KAWASAKI, KTM,

O-HOLD
125 MX SH

Winners, losers

in pure horsepower and is much more at
home in the desert and at hare scrambles
than on a MX track.

The Can-Am 125 remains a mystery, as
we know of no one in the universe who has
one, yet we are told they do indeed exist.
If they are anything like past Can-Am 125s,

they are slow and heavy, which is not a plus
in any bike comparison.
POWER
For pure outrageous horsepower in 1984,
we declare the Kawasaki the king. It would
pull every other bike in a basic drag race to
the first turn and would simply not get pass-




UZUKI & YAMAHA COMPARISON

& near misses

ed on the straights. Oddly enough, it also
has the most snap down low and at mid-
range. Truly an impressive engine!

In most drag races the KTM was right on
the tail of the KX, usually about a half
length behind in a normal trip through the
gears. The KTM, though, did have a slightly

T

higher top speed with stock gearing. Only
a slightly soft response at lower revs kept
the KTM from giving the Kawasaki a harder
time.

A complete lack of low end and mid-
range power was characteristic of the Suzu-
ki. Still, when the rider was able to keep the

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

sucker screaming, it hauled the mail. Gear
selection was more critical because of the
hyper nature of the RM engine, but at peak
revs it could run with anything.

We rated the Honda and the Cagiva even
on power. The Honda had more down low
than the Italian bike, but when the Honda
signed off, the Cagiva kept howling. It
would invariably edge the Honda in a drag
race, but would respond too sluggishly off
the low end for maximum corner-to-corner
effectiveness. Also, we must point out the
fact that some of the Honda 125s were not
so good, while others were decent. (See
April ’84 DB for details.)

The unfortunate YZ got last place.
There’s a little bit of a jolt at low revs, a
nudge at mid-range, and then a giant black
hole as the bike revs out. Most 80s will
smoke it in a drag race.

TURNING

Give the Honda the nod for being the
sharpest turning of the six bikes. It will
snake inside anything else on the track, even
with worn-out stock tires.

Second ranking goes to the Suzuki. With
the forks raised a bit and the right preload
on the rear, it turns well enough to get the
job done. We rated the KTM third. While
not a razor in the turns, it is very predicta-
ble, exhibits no headshake and will go where
it’s pointed.

The tallish Cagiva turns well and feels
much like the KTM. No magic, but no bad
habits. In fifth, the KX simply wallows and
dives too much, and the softish forks give
the KX a tendency to knife in and tuck the
front end under. With the optional fork
springs and a very high oil level, much of
this trait diminishes.

Rate the YZ last. For some reason, in
spite of its lowness the YZ steers fuzzy and
lends no confidence. Hard-packed turns re-
veal that the front end has a mind of its
own.

STRAIGHT-LINE STABILITY

This is how well a bike works at higher
speeds over rough tracks. Here, none of the
other bikes could track quite like the Cagiva.
In fact, Cagivas have been doing extremely
well in the desert races lately. No headshake,
and bullet-true tracking make the bike a
high-speed delight, especially in the whoops.

Give the KTM the number two slot here.
It tracks much like the Cagiva and has no
steering headshake when coming down from
the top gears.

A bit busier than the two top-rated ma-
chines, the Suzuki nonetheless is comforta-
ble at higher speeds and demonstrates only
a slight wiggle when braking hard over
bumps.

The Kawasaki worked fairly well here but
only with the power on hard. Roll off the
throttle, and the bike tends to dive and wan-
der. In fifth, the YZ demonstrated some of
the old ‘‘Yamahop,”’ a side-to-side dislike
for whoops.

In dead last, the sharp-turning Honda
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Keith O’Neal was impressed with the
power output of the KTM.

This year the Honda has KYB suspension
all the way around. »

pays the price for its great cornering abilities
by being the headshakingest 125 around.
Chop the throttle at the end of a bumpy top-
gear straight, and the bars will waggle like
a car antenna with a dead cat tied to it. Even
extending the forks doesn’t help much.
OVERALL HANDLING

All things considered—turns, straights,
sweepers, hairpins, what-have-you—we rate
the Suzuki the best all-around handler. It
doesn’t shine in any one department, but it
does nothing bad anywhere, either. Much
of the credit must no doubt go to its superior
suspension.

KTM gets credit for second in overall
handling, with super-high-speed stability
and no real vices. Third is the Honda, in
spite of its looseness at higher speeds. On
a typically tight MX track it’s hard to beat
its cornering excellence.

Fourth and fifth spots are held by the
Kawasaki and Cagiva, respectively, and last
is held by the YZ.

FORKS

Suzuki is far and away better in fork ac-
tion than any other 125 around. Second is
Honda, with a slightly harsh set of legs, and
third rated is the mushy Kawasaki fork.
Fourth is the lackluster YZ/KYB fork, and
Cagiva and KTM share last with outdated
Marzocchi units.

SHOCKS

Again, the Suzuki shines with its legen-
dary Floater. Second slot is shared by KTM
and Cagiva. Both have excellent units
(White Power and Ohlins) that can be dial-
ed in to near perfection by a savvy shop.

Next is the Kawasaki, which has a shock
that is very good but not as long lasting as
either the White Power or the Ohlins. Hon-
da and Yamaha bring up the rear with very
adjustable units that seem harsh no matter
what the settings.
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HITTING THE SCALES
Light is good in MX. Here’s how they

_ stack up on the deadly accurate and highly

abused DB scales: All bikes were weighed
with no gas in the tanks but with oil in forks
and gearboxes, and with filled radiators. We
took off the kickstands, too, as you should
not race with a kickstand.

The lightest bike of the group is the KTM.

KM ... ot Vs e oo i 193.75
DN AN Dl g Sl ehe o e, Lk 195.0
3. KX and (CRE(tie) s sy e 197.5
SR o e et S e 198.0
By (CEYINRY o0 0% 678 s o e 5 e 212.0

COST REARS ITS UGLY HEAD
The big price spread between the Euro-
pean bikes and the Big Four bikes has all
but disappeared. Here are the suggested re-
tail prices on the machines, bearing in mind
that as the year grinds down, bargains can
be had.

< As long as the Cagiva was kept sing-
ing, it pulled well. Let it drop off the revs,

and it was bog-o-matic time.
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GLITCHES

These are the things that bothered us
about the bikes. The fewer glitches and
bugs, the higher the rating. Top rated here
is the Suzuki, a very complete package. Sec-
ond rated is the Kawasaki with a marginal
clutch, some frame cracks reported, and
spotty detailing.

We called it a tie for third, with the Hon-
da, KTM and YZ about even. The ATAC
on the Honda seems to do little more than

Randy Johnson rips the top off a berm on
the KX125.

< Lowest saddle height of all the 125s
can be found on the Suzuki. Ricky Sie-
man plows the RM through a Dunes turn.

The snappy KX125 seemed least affected

in the sandy turns, pulling almost as hard
as a 250 at mid-revs.

< Hampered by below-average power,
the YZ demanded extra concentration in
soft-terrain turning.

OCTOBER 1984 / DIRT BIKE 23




125 MX

complicate a top-end job, and barrels and
timing have been off on a percentage of the
CRs sold. KTM comes with confused forks,
a suspect head gasket, a fragile kickstarter
and a rear brake arm that breaks when bugs
land on it. The YZ seems to be a chronic
spoke-breaker and wheel-bender, shifts
poorly, and has the loudest exhaust this side
of a 747.

Last rated, the Cagiva suffers from a
death-wish ignition, weak wheels, too much
pork, and a rear brake that appears to have
been designed by a poodle.

LAYOUT AND FEEL

A very personal thing, we still got very
uniform feedback from the riders over the
year. Most of them liked the way the Hon-
da felt. It was slim and trim, and everything
was where it should be. Good design overall.

Second rated was the Suzuki, a fairly low
bike with everything nicely tucked in. Taller
riders like the roomy KTM, which still
comes with a hard saddle and a brake pedal
that takes getting used to.

In fourth we have the Kawasaki with a
good overall feel. Complaints were limited
to a too-high-in-the-front saddle, a pipe that
burned some legs, and the radiator shroud
irritating long-legged riders.

Fifth rated, the Cagiva is simply too tall
for the average 125 rider, and the saddle
soon mushes out. Last place is held by the
YZ, a low bike that sits funny, with the bars
too high in relationship to the pegs and the
saddle.

SHIFTING

Very simply, the RM and the Cagiva are
the best shifters of the group. Kawasaki gets
the next spot, with the Honda a bit on the
notchy side. The KTM is only awkward
from first to second, with all the other gears
working well. Last placed, the YZ gearbox
will improve with time and oil changes but
it is terribly notchy when compared with the
others.

BRAKES

Honda, first. Kawasaki, second. Very
close. The KTM and the YZ are tied; both
have good stoppers. Next rated is the RM
with an average front brake and a rear brake
that wears faster than any other setup tested.
Last rated, the Cagiva front brake is mar-
ginal when dry and hopeless when wet, and
the rear brake pedal hits on the kickstarter
halfway down, nullifying any chance at pre-
dictable stopping. Poor.

RELIABILITY

Other than wimpy wheels, the YZ seems
very reliable. Of course, if it made the same
power as the other bikes, it might be quite
a bit more stressed.

We called the RM, KX and KTM about
even, with the Honda next, and the Cagiva
last.

RATING THE 125s—
HOW THEY STACK UP

In first place we have the Kawasaki, earn-
ing its coveted slot mostly through sheer
horsepower. While flawed in the forks,
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The RM had the best ‘‘legs’’ of the
group, with super forks up front and the
legendary Floater at the rear.

Duane Summers, number one lightweight
in the desert, was the pilot of our Cagiva.

#

Tod Sciacqua does his best Ricky John-
son imitation on the Yamaha.

Steve Schmitz flicked the Honda around
like a toy. Overall, the CR has the most
“Pro’’ layout and feel.

Slightly confused forks and a killer motor
mark the Kawasaki.

Lightest of all the 125s, the KTM still feels
big when airborne.




other 125s will still have to get around the
blazing-fast KX, which is not an easy task
when you’re dealing with less pure horse-
pOWer.

We rate the Suzuki second overall because
of its brilliant suspension and in spite of an
almost total lack of low end and mid-range
power. If you can keep the RM buzzing and
the track is rough, it’s hard to beat. But it’ll
still have to get around the KXs.

Third spot is held by the KTM. It has a
superb motor, odd forks and is the lightest
bike of the group. Sharper turning and a
more dialed-in suspension would have plac-
ed it at the very top. It’s also the most versa-
tile bike of the 125s and can be used in the
woods, desert and hare scrambles with the

generous stock gas tank.

The Honda is rated fourth, in spite of be-
ing the best-turning bike of all. Serious steer-
ing headshake and spotty quality control on
the barrels downgraded it. Even the ‘‘good’’
one could use more power at higher revs.

In fifth place we have the Cagiva. It’s a
great handler but is far too heavy, has fuzzy-
working forks, and an ignition that will

puke its spark at the first hint of moisture. -

For sheer acceleration the Cagiva is competi-
tive with the top bike, but the response is
sluggish at lower revs.

In last we see the Yamaha, hampered by
the slowest motor ever to sport the YZ label.
It requires major work to get it to run with
the average machines in the 125 class and

does not distinguish itself with any fantastic
handling or turning traits.

In order:

1. Kawasaki

2. Suzuki

3. KTM

4. Honda

5. Cagiva

6. Yamaha

As you can see from our report, none of
the bikes are perfect, yet some of them are
simply amazing in specific departments. The
perfect 1257 Well, how about a Kawasaki
engine in a KTM chassis, Honda turning
traits, with Suzuki suspension components?
Top it off with Cagiva plastic and a Yamaha
number one plate. [

CDIE
.N-84-N84-G, N59G/
Champion B9EG
. Silencer only, aluminum
... 1450mm (57.08 in.)
. (1378

nly, aluminum .

.. 90/90 x 21 Bridgestone
- Ma38

120/80 x 18 Bridgestone
- . M3z




