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THE MINIS MEET

SHOOTOUT:

Honda/Kawasaki/Suzuki/Yamaha Head-On

By the Dirt Bike Staff

HONDA CR80

No one can say that there’s a bad bike
in the batch we have here. No matter
which one you picked, you'd find that
the machine was very fast, lots of fun
to ride and relatively hassle-free to own
and maintain.

However, there are differences. Very
important differences. And, it's these
differences that let us come up with a
winner in this shootout. Actually, we
didn’t declare a winner; the chart did.

If you'll let your eye wander over to
the big chart somewhere in this feature
(hopefully), you'll see a large number
of categories. In each of these categories,
we assigned points, based on what our
test riders told us over a period of about
three months. Yes, we had the bikes
that long. During that period, they
were raced, play-ridden and thrashed
around in general. All of the engines

KAWASAKI KX80 A-2

proved remarkably strong, and no
major breakages were encountered.
However, we did have some minor
problems, and we'll get to them later
on.

One important thing: We assigned a
full 10 points to the top bike in each
category. This doesn’t mean that the
particular feature was perfect. In the
case of noise, for example, we reluctant-
ly gave the winner a 10.0, as we felt
that all of the minis were way too loud.

If the points spread was close, it
meant that the traits of the bikes were
also close. However, a big spread in
points means a big difference in the
quality of that particular feature. A
good example would be the section on
Parts Availability, where the Kawasaki
is worlds apart from the winning
Yamaha.

SUZUKI RM80T

Hope you get the idea. Now, rather
than do a conventional shootout, let’s
make the chart do all the work. What
we'll do is explain each category and
why we assigned points as we did. The
totals speak for themselves.

Fastest Acceleration: Drag Race
on Level Ground.

This is basically a race to the first
turn. Here, we gave the Honda 10.0,
simply because it was first in the drag
race more often than any other bike.
The Suzuki was hot on its tail, though,
and a sloppy shift on the part of a Hon-
da rider would surely give the Suzuki
all the edge it needed. Actually, none of
the bikes could be considered slow.
The difference between first and last
place was often no more than five or six
feet...tops. In many of our drag races,
the Kawasaki would bolt into the lead

YAMAHA YZ80G

right out of the gate, then fade slightly
as the other machines started to breathe.
Part of this is due to the five-speed gear-
box in the Kawa and the good low-end
torque.
Best All-Around Power:
Flexibility of Powerband

No question about it, the Kawasaki
had more beans down low and at mid-
range than the other bikes tested. In
fact, the KX is probably the only one of
the bunch that could be used as a trail/
play bike. While other riders were fran-
tically stirring the gearbox and fanning
the clutch on the track, the KX rider
would usually just twist the throttle
and snap cleanly out of the corer.
Very good all-around power. The YZ
received a very low score here because
it had absolutely no low end whatso-
ever. To get going, the rider had to




scream the engine and slip the clutch.
Any sort of a hill at lower speeds de-
manded the use of low gear and pos-
sible clutch-slipping. The Suzuki had a
decent mid-range and a touch of low-
end power, while the Honda was much
like the Yamaha...nothing at the bot-
tom and a blast of power when it came
on about half-way through the rpm
range.
Forks: Quality of Operation

Even though we gave the Honda the
best score, ‘it didn’t have the most
travel. Most is not always best. The KX
had seven inches of fork travel, the RM
6.7, 6.4 on the YZ and just a fraction
over six inches on the Honda. While
the forks on the KX were very soft,
Novice riders would like them just
fine. More aggressive riders bottomed
out the KX constantly.

Shocks: Quality of Operation

The Yamaha got the nod here, and,
as with the forks, the Honda had the
least shock travel. In order of travel,
the RM had the most with 7.1 inches,
the KX was next with 6.9, the YZ was
in third with 6.8 and the Honda was
last with 6.3. The Honda shocks appear
to be carbon copies (on a smaller scale)
of the Showa reservoir units on the
larger CR bikes. One special note: The
mono rear end was able to take the
heaviest impacts in stride, but wasn't
as supple over the small bumps as the
Honda.

Turning

No question here. The very low-
slung and quick-turning Honda was a
virtual shark in the corners. Even taller
riders liked the way the CR could be
flung around without a hint of wash-
out. The CR is the King of the Corners
in the 80 class. We felt that the YZ had
a touch of front-end washout and
down-rated it slightly for that. Our RM

HONDA CR80
Specifications

NAMEANDMODEL................ Honda CR80
ENGINETYPE ............. Two-stroke, reed valve
BORE AND STROKE........... 49.5mm x 41.4mm
DISPLACEMENT .................cocune 79.7cc
CARBURETION. ................... 26mm Keihin
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:

MAINJETY s R A i e sens 148

JET NEEDLE. .....

PHOBIET i 5 v il ot e b s s

SLIDENUMBER..............
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE .
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.).......... Hondaline

two-stroke

FUEL TANK CAPACITY .............. 1.2 gallons
FUEL TANK MATERIAL. .............. Steel alloy
GAS/OILRATIO . .. . o ot st e e 20:1
LUBRICATION ................00vinnnnn Pre-mix
AIRFILTRATION........... Foam element/air box
CLUTCHTY¥PE ... 0. . caidilisgs Wet, multi-disc
TRANSMISSION . ....... Six-speed constant mesh
GEARBOX RATIOS:

PRUWARY KICK SYSTEM?. ................. Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG.. ... ... Champion
N2, NGK B9ES
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/
UL N s e il s o v o 3.0 e s e 2 N/A
EXHAUSTSYSTEM.......... Expansion chamber,
high-pipe
FRAME,TYPE .......... Chrome moly steel, single
downtube, split cradle
WHEELBABE . . . i s abime Vi siaien 47 inches
GROUND CLEARANCE ............... 7.7 inches
SEATHEIGHTATTANK ............. 28.7 inches
STEERING HEAD ANGLE. ............ 29 degrees
TRRAIL 38 i s ot b v P aingte s s L akaracs 3.3inches
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ...145 pounds
RIMMATERIAL.................oouun Steel alloy
TIRE SIZES:
BRONT adh s ch sl Essl s 2.75x17 knobby
REAR L. - ol i e s s 3.60x14 knobby
SUSPENSION:
“FRONT, TYPE AND TRAVEL ........ Air/spring
leading axle forks, 6.7 inches
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL......... Swingarm/

aluminum reservoir shocks, 6.3 inches

INTENDED USE, MFR. ..... Minicycle competition
COUNTRYOFORIGIN ................... Japan
PRICE, APPROX. ... 5. o o vt s.oiafon $698
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE. ...... $14.48
RIBASOMEY oo T e st s s s $4.00
CYRINOER .o, s i el $53.90
SWIFTREVER i ... o i s snmssamvsin $5.70
BRAKEPEDAL ...« soiiiys codd atasis $8.20
FRONTSPROCKET ..................... $3.80
DISTRIBUTOR:

American Honda
100 W. Alondra Blvd.
Gardena, California

SUZUKI RM80T
Specifications
NAMEANDMODEL .............. Suzuki RM80T
ENGINETYPE......... Slngle—cylmder two-stroke,

reed valve
ROREANDSTROKE .............. 49mm x 4mm
DISPLACEMENT ...... .. .., liviae. cavnne 83cc
CARBURETION ................... 26mm Mikuni
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
REAINJET § . it e SR i foavesdie o e e T 155
NEEDLEUEY.. 5t sl i e oo el eirators og P-4
JEENEEDRE. ... il cilac s ciiniis SDP-39-3
[ 7o 0 [ g A AT W e i 1S 35
SLIDENUMBER..............covviuiuunnnn 2.0
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE . Premium
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ... .. Suzuki CCI
FUELTANK CAPACITY .............. 1.4 gallons
FUEL TANK MATERIAL .......... Aluminum alloy
GASIOQILRANO. . . i v s nngng 20:1
LUBRICATION ; ... i vi i sodvivnanann s Pre-mix
AIRFILTRATION.............. Foam filter/air box
CLUTCHTYPE. . .. . u i, e ienas Wet, multi-disc
TRANSMISSION ....... Six-speed, constant mesh
GEARBOX RATIOS:
N b e S R o S T S e 2.57
e S S e e g b L ST g et 1.88
B oo B R B o BT (L OGOy Mol 1.50
B R e o R e s IOt 1.26
BTG o R e ARG LS o St 1.08
........................................ .96
GEARING, FRONT/REAR................. 14/50
IGNITION . it pas oo S-S e CDI
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?.................. Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG ..... NGK B8ES,
ND W24ES
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/
X A st el e S N/A
EXHAUST SYSTEM.......... Expansion chamber,
high-pipe
FRAME,TYPE .......... Chrome moly steel, single
downtube, split cradle
WHEELBASE........... ..47 2inches
GROUND CLEARANCE . .. .9.8inches
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK .29 5inches
STEERING HEADANGLE............. 28 degrees
g T e e R R e 3.46 inches
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ... 154 pounds
RIMMATERIAL ................. Aluminum alloy
TIRE SIZES:
FRODNT it s eimen s 2.75x17 knobby
BEAR: - 5ovi b0 st anbrsnnts 4.10x14 knobby
SUSPENSION:
FRONT, TYPE AND TRAVEL ........ Telescopic
leading axle fork, 7.1 inches
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL ....Swingarm, gas/

spring shocks, 7.1 inches

INTENDED USE, MFR. ..... Minicycle competition

COUNTRYOFORIGIN ................... Japan
PRICE,APPROX. .. v.ivvavilot guisaasvn $699
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE. ...... $38.18
RINGSONLY . s S al ies Lol Sy $10.21
YLD ER o e e s e g $56
BHIFTEEVER 0. U s it $9.47
BRAKEPEDAL ... .ccivos v oiptbisifneis pann $8.42
FRONTSPROCKET ..................... $6.84
DISTRIBUTOR:
U.S. Suzuki
13767 Freeway Dr.

Santa Fe Springs, California 90670
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was neutral and would do just what the
rider made the bike do...and no more.
The KX was surprisingly nimble for be-
ing the tallest machine.
Stability at High Speeds
Over Rough Ground

The reason we top-rated the Yamaha
here, was probably due to the very rigid
rear end. When the other machines had
a tendency to bottom and kick to the
side, the YZ would merely soak up the

jolt and continue on its way. Our test

KX was down-rated here, because of
the soft springing, front and rear,
which would allow the bike to pitch
and shudder when violently nailing
bumps at speed.
Ability of Bike to Handle
Deep Sand or Mud

Here, the KX was a runaway winner,
with no one else even close. The ex-
treme lack of low-end power in the YZ

MINI-SHOOTOUT
HONDA KAWASAKI

Fastest acceleration: Drag

race on level ground ... 10.0 9.0
Best all-around power:

Flexibility of

powerband ............ 9.0 10.0
Forks: Quality of

operation.............. 10.0 8.8
Shocks: Quality of

operation.............. 9.7 8.8
TOMIAG Ll o sanabnm 10.0 9.5
Stability at high speeds

over rough ground ..... 9.7 8.8
Ability of bike to handle

deepsandormud...... 9.0 10.0
Shifting quality: Ease

of shifting ............. 10.0 9.4
Startingease ............ 9.0 10.0

Maintenance: Includes
filter, carb accessibility

and general care ....... 9.5 8.5
Attention to detail ....... 9.4 9.6
Durability ............... 9.8 10.0
Ease of riding: Includes

fatigue factor and skill

level needed to

properly ride bike ...... 9.0 10.0
BRI, ..o smms it s 5roe 10.0 9.5
Effectiveness, stone

stock, Noviceclass. .. .. . 8.0 10.0
Effectiveness, stone

stock, Intermediate .. .. 9.8 8.8
Effectiveness, stone

stock, Expert .......... 10.0 8.5
Noiselevel............... 9.9 9.8
Price, suggested retail. . .. 10.0 9.7
Extra features: (Rims,

trick goodies, etc.) ..... 9.5 94
Partsprices.............. 7.9 8.3
Parts availability ......... 9.0 7.0
Hop-up parts availability . . 7.6 7.5
VOB il o oo vk Shah ' 9.4 8.8
Weight, dry.............. 9.9 9.8
TOTALPOINTS .......... 235.0 229.5

SUZUKI YAMAHA
9.8 9.7
9.5 8.5
9.5 9.5
9.5 10.0
9.8 9.2
9.7 10.0
9.7 8.5
9.9 9.8
9.8 9.0
9.2 10.0

10.0 9.9
9.9 9.8
9.6 9.0
9.9 9.6
8.5 7.5

10.0 9.4
9.9 9.7
9.6 © 100
9.9 10.0

10.0 10.0
8.3 10.0
9.4 10.0
9.8 10.0

10.0 9.5
9.0 10.0

240.2 238.6

made the bike difficult for even very
good riders to handle under sandy or
muddy conditions, especially at slower
speeds. Because of the great low-end
and mid-range power of the KX, it was
able to chug through stuff that had the
other minis reaching for a lower gear.
Good, solid, torquey engine.
Shifting Quality: East of Shifting

None of the bikes could be consid-

[Continued on page 63]
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|Continued from page 43|
ered a poor shifter, but the Honda was
the slickest of the lot. We downgraded
the Kawasaki slightly because it got a
bit notchy as time accumulated on it.
Starting Ease

The long, curved kickstarter on the
KX, combined with the heavy fly-
wheels, allowed it to light off easily,
with no fuss or loading up. Both the YZ
and the Honda usually took a number
of kicks to get going and puked and
blubbered badly until totally warmed
up. The RM was not too fussy, but no-
where as simple as the KX.

Maintenance: Includes Filter, Carb

Accessibility and General Care

We gave the YZ the top rating here,
because it’s no problem getting to any-
thing on the bike for the normal pre-
race service that should be performed.
Getting to the air filter required that

YAMAHA YZ80G
Specifications
NAMEANDMODEL ............. Yamaha YZ80G
ENGINETYPE ............. Two-stroke, reed valve
BOREANDSTROKE .............. 49mm x 42mm
DISPLACEMENT ................cc0cueiens 79cc
CARBURETION ................... 26mm Mikuni

FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
b T A RS b LS 210
NEEDBEIET ¥ i o, oo o s e e 0
JETYNEEDLE. ................ciicicavivn 4J13
PROTIEY ... o RN g 35
SHDENMUMBER ... ... v vlomes s 1.5
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE .......... Premium
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.).......... Yamalube
FUEL TANK CAPACITY .............. 1.2 gallons
FUELTANKMATERIAL.................. Plastic
@ASIOILRATION Y . i hl s ey 36:1
EUBRICATION . .. ..o o coisionadlsgoiess Pre-mix
AIRFILTRATION........... Foam element/air box
CLUTCHTYPE .. .o oL 0 s Wet, multi-disc
TRANSMISSION ....... Six-speed, constant mesh
GEARBOX RATIOS:
L TR 7o e s o R A Voot P W D 2.40
A R I B eI B I, o 7 1.83
R S IR Yo e TR o o e e T s T 1.47
B TR WY N T o R e B L 1.21
B 0 s e e e ) a8 B dE A 1.04
R P R n .. .92
GEARING, FRONT/REAR. . ... .14/51
IBNERONSS =5 e S T s o e CDI
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?. ................. Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARKPLUG ...... NGK B8ES
‘EXHAUSTSYSTEM.......... Expansion chamber,
high-pipe
FRAME,TYPE.............. Chrome moly, double
downtube, double cradle
WHEELBASE. .. ... o0 - civsicnisens 46.7 inches
GROUND CLEARANCE ............... 8.9 inches
STEERING HEAD ANGLE............. 28 degrees
L I L S R e 90mm
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ...145pounds
RIMMATERIAL...................... Steel alloy
TIRE SIZES:
il ey RRICKPRRt S5 L s 2.75x17 knobby
REAR. o aeidssntotvin 3.60x14 knobby
SUSPENSION:
FRONT, TYPE AND TRAVEL ...... Leading axle
telescopic fork, 7.2 inches
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL.......... Monoshock,
6.8 inches
INTENDED USE, MFR. ..... Minicycle competition
COUNTRYOFORIGIN ................... Japan
PRICE, APPROX. ..o . ooiics o s oo v b $698
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE. ...... $21.90
RINESIONLY .. ...v. v svmiasn b sts s $8.70
CYRNDER: o et $73.30
SHIEFLEVER ..o ovosiivion o 5 veples oo $5.90
BRAKEPEDAL ................cccivnunn $8.56
FRONTSPROCKET .............cc0unnne $4.42
DISTRIBUTOR:
Yamaha Motor Corp.
6555 Katella Ave.

Cypress, California 90630
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NATIONAL HYDRON'S

MXL

Y VENDRAMINI

RED—MX
BLUE —Enduro
FULL Sizes 7-13

Send check or money order

B
$99%  chesterfdsuor
Plus
28037 Gratiot
53;10’? podali:age Roseville, mchllgan 48066
and handling (313)774-6960

YAMAHA TT500
HORSEPOWER

|SPECIALISTS

Mikuni carb kits, air cleaner boxes,
enduro and TT cams, large valves, valve
spring kits, cylinder head modifications
and suspension components.

Send for free brochure to:

MIKE BURKE

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
DEPT. D

P.0. BOX 95

'PEARBLOSSOM, CALIFORNIA 93543
(213) 782-0640

We also specialize in high-performance

accessories for four-stroke street bikes.
Send $2 for complete catalog.

J1.

" IS THE ONE!

TEAM MUGEN... another factory

or drained out by dirt
COMPETITION

T-SHIRT OFFER

Send $3.95 for T-Shirt
and/or Hat

Indicate T-Shirt size

MX team using PJ1 lubricants!
® PJ1 CHAIN LUBE

PJ1 CHAIN LUBE forms a wet film under and outside
the chain. The PJ1 film cuts down chain stretch by~
acting as a shock absorber in each link, and assures
the lubrication necessary when running the chain

in the dirt and mud. PJ1 CHAIN LUBE is not absorbed

PJ1 FORK OIL

PJ1 FORK OIL was developed under actual racing
and touring conditions to maintain consistent
performance through the most severe tempera-
ture ranges. PJ1 FORK OIL treats fork seals, pre-
vents rust and oxidation, provides superior
damping and never foams in your forks. Avail-
able in SAE 5W, 10W, 15W, 20W, and 30W

PJ1 CORPORATION - 5955 DESOTO AVENUE - WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367
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cvescscccscecscoscsosssnan
Send check or money order.
Allow 3 to 4 weeks delivery.

MOTO-RACE

P.0O. Box 861 Wilbraham, Massachusetts 01095

Name
Address
City

State Zip

Print clearly, this is your shipping label.

A0S 08 PG &7 LG RPMLE -
N

OUR BEST SHOTS

Don’t miss this photo collection
packed with the best shots taken
by DIRT BIKE’s staff and contribu-
ting photographers. Plus. . .a run-
down on the equipment and- style
technigues you should have to be-
come a better trackside photo-
grapher. Only $2! Order your copy
today.

DIRT BIKE
PHOTO ALBUM 79
Box 317 ¢ Encino * CA 91316

Name
Address
City/State/Zip

(Please enclose $2 for each copy
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and
handling. Make check payable to

Hi-Torque Publications.)

DB

MOVE OVIER,
MICKEY

MOUSE

Send a photo of yourself, or someone you care
about, to be painted in an action scene on the
face of this sturdy, all-purpose watch.
0 MX O Chbpper O Van
[J Soccer [0 Skateboard
$31.95—The Basic
Full one-year service warranty.
$51.95—The Fancy
17-jewel, shock and water resistant. Gold-tone
case with stainless steel back. Two-year
service warranty.
$71.95—The Very Fancy
17-jewel, self-winding, shock and water

resistant. Silver-tone case with stainless steel
4 back. Two-year service warranty.

.~ Name on watch

Hair color/Eye color

Complexion
Make check or money order payable to:

PLUS PRODUCTS, INC.
P.O. Box 14945
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

Name.
Address
City/State/Zip

Prices include $2 for postage and handling,
and are effective for 90 days.
Nevada Residents add sales tax. DB

ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY.

the rider remove the left side panel.
Compare that to the Kawasaki, which
required that the rider take off the
saddle and fumble around with a bunch
of nuts and bolts to boot. The saddle on
the RM also had to be removed to get to
the filter, while the Honda was acces-
sible through a side panel, like the YZ.
Attention to Detail

We gave the RM the nod here, be-
cause it did more small things better.
Kawasaki and Honda had poor chains
and guides, where the RM thought this
area out better. Also, it was the only
bike of the four with aluminum rims, a
definite plus.

Durability

None of the bikes had any major
mechanical difficulties, but the Yama-
ha levers bent and snapped way too

KAWASAKI KX80 A-2
Specifications
NAME AND MODEL.......... Kawasaki KX80 A-2
ENGINETYPE............. Two-stroke, reed-valve
BORE AND STROKE ............ 48mm x 45.8mm
DISPLACEMENT .. . ..o tiieny i 360ud vaens 82cc
CARBURETION ................... 29mm Mikuni
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING:
MAINGIETY S, 2 At A s 120
NEEDLEJEY ... ." cvictansurms i som 0-8
JETNEEDLE:. o7 &0 ik ba e oV aios 5DH-62-2
PHOT DB ot s o Mo s S wap 40
SLIDENUMBER. .............ccco0inuictas 2.0
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE .......... Premium
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ....Kawasaki racing
two-stroke
FUELTANK CAPACITY .............. 1.3 gallons
FUEL TANK MATERIAL............... Steel alloy
GAS/OILRATIO . . .. i imaa dearr i b 20:1
LUBRICATION .0 s i i s i Pre-mix
AIRFILTRATION........... Foam element/air box
CLUTCHTYPE. . i 5. 50 voEsd Wet, multi-disc
TRANSMISSION .. ..... Five-speed constant mesh
GEARBOX RATIOS:
1
2%,
3
4
5 !
GEARING, FRONT/REAR .. ............... 14/48
IONETION =00 o s i AT T S s e CDI
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM?.................. Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARKPLUG ...... NGK B8ES
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/
QUALETY 2. s o o N S G e N/A
EXHAUSTSYSTEM.......... Expansion chamber,
high-pipe
FRAME, TYPE .......... Chrome moly steel, single
downtube, split cradle
WHEELBASE. ...........co0vevvanan 46.85 inches
GROUND CLEARANCE ............. 10.43 inches
SEAT HEIGHTATTANK ............ 30.31inches
STEERING HEAD ANGLE............. 26 degrees
RPN 20 et P L i b s e 4 3.2inches
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS . ..146 pounds
RIMMATERIAL...................... Steel alloy
TIRE SIZES:
BRONT o G s s et 2.75x17 knobby
BEAR = o e R 4.10x14 knobby
SUSPENSION:
FRONT, TYPEAND TRAVEL ........ Telescopic
leading axle fork, 7.9 inches
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL ..... Swingarm, oil/
spring shocks, 6.9 inches
INTENDED USE, MFR. ..... Minicycle competition
COUNTRYOFORIGIN ................... Japan
PRICE,APPROX. ...........cccviiueennnnnn $729
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE. ...... $18.44
RINGS ONLY ... ..o i oy i $6.64
CYLINDER.............q. (Electrofusion) $47.75
SHIFTLEVER) ... o oo ces $5.84
BRAKE PEDAL . /& ooy $10.50
FRONTSPROCKET .................... $8.62
DISTRIBUTOR:

Kawasaki Motor Corp.
2009 E. Edinger Ave.
Santa Ana, California 92711
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Learn Motorcycle Repair
% TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A

Motorcycle Mechamc

If you like to nde acycle
for fun...learn how to fix
it for prom' Can you imagine
a better way to earn your
living, whether you choose
to work in a cycle shop for
someone else or decide to
start your own cycle repair
business? Now, thanks to
North American, there’s a
fast, easy way to get training
at home in your spare time.

Street Bikes!
Dirt Bikes!
Choppers!

No need to quit school or your
job. Experts show you step-by-step

everything from minor tune-ups
to major overhauls.

CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS
..AND S0 IS FIXING THEM!

There are more than 5 million cycles regis-
tered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated
million more dirt bikes. And they all need
maintenance.

Graduation from this course does not insure
that you will get a job. To find out how our
graduates have done, send for our Job place-
ment record.

_ INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! SPECIAL
CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INSTRUMENTS

Profess:onal tools plus your North American
“know how"” help you become a skilled
mechanic. We teach you how to use
wrenches, sockets, impact screwdrivers,
timing Ilghts electrical test instruments,
compression gauges, vacuum gauges,
degree wheels, soldering irons, ignition
wrench sets, dial indicators and much,
much more! We even include a set of spe-
cial cycle tools and instruments to get you
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send
for FREE CAREER INFORMATION. No cost,
no obligation . now or ever! Rush coupon

i by, Home Stody
! NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR  §
H 4500 Campus Drive, Dept EFO60Newport Beach, CA 92660 ]
Rush free color brochure and full information on how | :
]
[ ]

can learn motorcycle repair. Check here for GI or VA (.

§ NAME

easily for our tastes. And when you
tried to straighten them out, it was a
guaranteed el-breako. The top end of
the Honda sounded the loosest of the
four bikes at the end of the test, even
though it was ridden about the same
number of hours. Spokes on the YZ
were a constant problem, and motor
mount bolts on the Honda were always
coming loose. We ran through three
plugs on the Honda; one on the YZ.
Our front number plate cracked on the
Kawasaki, just from vibration, and the
rear fender on the RM broke in & simple
lowside.

Ease of Riding: Includes Fatigue Factor
and Skill Level Needed to
Properly Ride Bike

This relates directly to the next three
categories. No doubt about it, the YZ
and the CR were the hardest to ride, de-
manding that the rider always be in the
correct gear for the situation, or face
the possibility -of bogging badly and
losing time. The KX rider just had to
concentrate on where to go and find the
smoothest and best line. We don’t
think there are that many mini riders
around who can properly use the kind
of power that is put out by the Honda
and the Yamaha. We placed the RM

YOUR
CHOICE

PERFORMANCE
LUBRICANTS

Send 50¢ for each sticker above or $6 for all 15.

Get our new ‘79 catalog of over 1200 stickers

plus 5 free samples (our choice) for only $2.
Send your money and list of what you want to:

STICK-EM UP

1858 Catalina Court, Dept. A
Livermore, CA 94550

Model 780
Kid's Glove

Model 781
Junior Glove

When you buy MXL™ Racing
Gloves, you get all kinds of options.
Style. Color. Price. With five different
models available, in hot reds, yel-
lows, blues and blacks, there’s a
glove to fit every racing need, and
every size racer.

NOT CHANCE!

Send $1 for Lit/Decals/Patch. $5 for T-Shirt (Specify S/M/L/XL). USA Only.

Model 791

CHOICE,

And, there’s no chance involved. MXL™
Gloves have a reputation for foughness!
Carefully sewn from quality materials,
they're made to stand up fo all you can
dish out. Make the smart move! Beton a
sure thing! Pick one of the quality gloves
from the fough MXL™ Line.

Model 777
Professional

Model 790
Moto-Pro™

& HYDRON™ CYCLING PRODUCTS

National Hydron Incorporated
a national patent company
PO Box 222-East Petersburg, PA 17520

J
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H-70  $10.45

T
) 07|S5exs 7/

5 for $1

GLOVES ¢ Attractive and durable
cowhide leather. Beautifully stitched to
provide the utmost in comfort and
protection. $14.45.

H-700 $17.45

GOGGLES * Hydron-coated for super
protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap

" for convenient fit.

Make check or money order payable to:

PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. * P.O. BOX 14945 » LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114

(Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax)

Name
Address
City State Zip
DIRT BIKE STICKIES GLOVES OGGLES

__at5for$1.00

THESE LOW PRICES CAN ONLY BE GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS
*PRICE INCLUDES $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

[ Cowhide Leather . . . $15.45*
Circlesize: S M L

G
O H-70 . . .$11.45*
[ H-700 . . $18.45*
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above the CR and the YZ, even though
it had a big rush of power. It's just that
the RM would pull cleaner and earlier
than the Honda and the Yamaha.
Effectiveness, Stone Stock,
Novice Class
There's only one bike for a Beginner
or a Novice rider to consider, and that's
the Kawasaki. It has the right kind of
power and is easy to ride. The engine
can be breathed on some if the rider ad-
vances to the Intermediate level. We
feel that most Novices will just waste
their time on a YZ or a Honda until
they get at least a full year of racing
under their Gold Belts.
Effectiveness, Stone Stock,
Intermediate Class
We feel that a sharp Intermediate-
level rider can take advantage of the
rocket-like delivery of power that
comes with the RM. While not as fast
in a drag race on level ground as the
CR, the RM will bolt out of turns
harder and earlier, providing the rider
is in the right gear, with his body
weight in the right place. The lack of
low-end power on the YZ relegates it to
third place in this class. We feel that
Intermediates are not sharp enough to
keep the YZ operating in the most ef-
fective part of its power for the dura-
tion of a moto.
Effectiveness, Stone Stock,
Expert Class
The name of the game here is power.
The more, the better. The Honda re-
ceived the full 10 points. Because the
KX only has a five-speed gearbox and
not as much top-end power as the rest,
we gave it a fourth here. Very close to
the Honda is the RM. Very close, in-
deed.
Noise Level
They're all way too loud. There is
simply no excuse for an 80cc engine to
come muffled like a lawnmower. Every
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one of the major manufacturers should
hang their heads in shame here, be-
cause of the fact that many of these
minis are used as play bikes, away from
a closed track. Even on the track, all
four of the bikes hurt eardrums and put
out a horribly irritating bark. The Ya-
mabha is not the quietest...it's just the
least loud. By contrast, a 450 Maico is
positively quiet compared to the four
80s tested here.
Price, Suggested Retail

You may be able to buy one or all of
these bikes at a reduced rate; if so, you
can disregard this category, or adjust it
accordingly in your mind. The fact of
the matter remains that the KX costs
about 30 bucks more than the rest.
Thirty bucks is, after all, 30 bucks.

Extra Features: (Rims,
Trick Goodies, etc.)

We gave the Yamaha and the RM the
same score here. Aluminum rims are
on the RM and a plastic tank is stock
on the YZ. Also, both have a multitude
of nifty brackets, guides and goodies.
The YZ has contoured levers and the
RM has a neat lifting strap behind the
saddle.

Parts Prices

We got our parts prices by calling a
half-dozen shops around the country
and not telling them who we were.
Across the board, the YZ parts were
lower than the rest. Some of the Honda
parts were very expensive for an 80. We
also found that some dealers just don’t
follow the suggested retail price for
parts when it comes to racing minis.
Especially when they’re in short supply.

Parts Availability

On that same series of calls, we also
asked if basic parts were in stock and
on hand. Yamaha and Suzuki dealers
seemed to have the situation well un-
der control, while some Kawasaki and
Honda dealers seemed to have a ‘‘could
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TEAM SHIRT: High Quality Dress Shirt w/Black & Orange Striping
BROC T-SHIRT: White w/Exclusive 2-Color Design 2
SEER T-SHIRT: In Red, Powder Blue, or Yellow with HOT Design & Seer Logo on Back P o |
TEAM CAPS: In Orange or Black Z| 8(E|=
Send Check or Money Order Only. Colo. Residents Add 6% Sales Tax. Z| <|9|w

To be a winner you
need talent and prac-
tice. But you also
need to know about
all the latest and best
equipment to help you
win.

That’s why the editors
of DIRT BIKE Maga-
zine put together the
most comprehensive
Buyer’s Guide avail-
able. It tells you about

NAME

the equipment and ac-
cessories you need to
be the best you can.
And it tells you who
makes it, what it costs
and where you can
getit.

Join the winners. Be
informed. Order your
copy of the all-new
DIRT BIKE Buyer's
Guide today.

Only $2.

BE THE BESI. HAVE THE BESI.

DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE  Box 317 * Encino ® California ® 91316

ADDRESS.

CITY/STATE/ZIP

(Please enclose $2 for each copy ordered, plus 50 cents per copy postage
and handling. $1 each copy for postage to Canada and $1.50 each copy
for all other foreign. All items will be shipped by surface mail.
U.S. Funds, please.)

Please attach, in this space, the label from a
recent issue to insure proper address corrections.

Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE
Subscription Dept.

P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316
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care less’’ attitude. It would be a good
idea to check out your local dealer
when choosing your mini and make
sure he’s into dirt, and not just a street-
oriented shop. Some Honda shops are
heavily into touring and have a floor
full of 750s and Gold Wings, with one
dusty mini stuck away in the corner.
Use your head.
Hop-Up Parts Availability

If you're like most riders, you plan to
keep your bike for a while. This means
that as you and your ability grow,
you'll probably want more power and
more travel. Who doesn’t? Yamaha

rules here, because they’ve been around
the longest and a lot of shops work on
the bike and sponsor riders. A great
deal of knowledge exists on how to
make the YZs work better. Suzuki is
very close behind. Honda and Kawa-
saki are both late entries, and not as
much savvy and goodies are available,
as of yet. This should change within
the year, however.
Tires

Suzuki is on top here, with a decent
4.00x14 IRC on the rear. Probably the
worst tire of the lot came on the Kawa-
saki, a 4.10x14 Nitto. We were plagued
with flats on the Kaw and felt that the
traction was also poor. Honda and Ya-
maha both come with narrower rear
tires than the Suzuki, too.

Weight, Dry

Weight must be considered a factor.
The more you have, the more you have
to horse around. Our test YZ was less
than a pound lighter than the Honda,
and the Suzuki was the heaviest of the

group.

Total Points

This is it. The bottom line. Where
you get a rating of the bikes. A look at
the numbers shows that the Suzuki
comes out on top, followed closely by
the Yamaha. Not far behind are, in or-
der, the Honda and the Kawasaki. Like
we said at the start, there’s not really a
poor machine in the group, but there
are differences. We feel that the chart
and the numbers tell the story. And, if
you're honest, you can effectively use
that chart to figure out which bike is
right for your skill level. O

AN LACKEY'S
SUPER \ 7% MX BOOK
PERFORMANCE 0k PAces
294 PAGES
for Suzuki, Yamaha, ;
Honda & Kawasaki with Six‘:r);aptl.n.’ i
Boyesen Vented Cycle News
ORDER FROM:
Dual Stage Reed sy SRR Qeansheet tnt.
Ko 3 X 241

Tarzana, CA 91356

ORDER NOW! $9.95 + $1.05 postage. Calif. add
60¢. Foreign: $12(U.S.), write for air rates.

LANE LEAVITT'S TRIALS BOOK: 400 photos, 160
pages. $7.95 + $1.05 postage. Calif. add 48¢.

MIGH TV IVITNIS

The first and only all-mini magazine available. It’s all about 50 to 80cc
machines, famous riders and the top mini events in the country! If it's about
minis, then it's in MIGHTY MINIS!

SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY!
MIGHTY MINIS ¢ Box 317 ¢ Encino ¢ California ® 91316

nsylvania residents
add 6% State Tax.

n,
215/398-1886

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/ZIP

(Please enclose $2 for each copy ordered, plus 50 cents per copy postage
and handling. $1 each copy for postage to Canada and $1.50 each copy
for all other foreign. All items will be shipped by surface mail.

U.S. Funds, please.

It’s out! The \\j&\ most comprehensive guide to buying or
modifying a truck to haul your bikes is now in print.

All the new models, restored trucks, 2WD and 4WD specials
and some of the latest aftermarket accessories are covered. A sec-
tion on conversions will show you some great ways to customize
your mini-truck for anything from camping to cruising to hauling.
Plus coverage of off-road racing mini-trucks and more, for only $2.

Send today for MINI-PICKUP ACTION from Hi-Torque Publica-
tions, the people who bring you DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS

ACTION.
MINI-PICKUP ACTION el
Box 317 ¢ Encino ® California ® 91316
Name
Address
City/State/Zip

Please include $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling for each issue.
please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery.
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