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ROADTESTS

TRIO BRIO

Road race clone-ettes of the
250cc variety from Honda,
Yamaha and Kawasaki get the treatment —
and need it afterwards

THELADY'S
' COMPANION

Isthe Honda Rebel one for
the girlie's?

o

THEHANNIBAL
SYNDROME

Cagiva’s Elefanttries to get
acrossthe Transalp

FEATURES

FACES AND FACE-

OFFS

The fourtop dogsin our CBR
Challenge profiled. Woof, Woof...

GIVING THE GAME

AWAY
Trying to guess the

boredom quotient at this month’s NEC
show and helpingto solve it our own
special way (Throw a double six to nuke
Birmingham before 7 Oct)

HELP (I NEED
 SOMEBODY)

Aconsumer's eye cast over
the roadside techno-mercy-dash specialists

THEM25
TEARARSE TROPHY
Britain's finest race circuit
now encircles London with all the dread
certainty of a Soweto necklace...

OTHER STUF
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The usual last-minute drivel
chiselled on a bar stool

AGONY COLUMN
You tell Auntie. She
tellsyou whereto go...

LIFEIN THE PIT
LANE

Michael Scott savages road
racing friends and foes

TEAMBIKE TOURS
Time to damage the Dutch
and booze with the Belgians

SPANNERIN THE
WORKS

McDiarmid makes a big
noise
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LAST GASP

The final funnies
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robbed him of valuable
seconds and thus a couple of
places too. Hindsight’s a
wonderful thing, eh Al.

The KR is one of a batch of
only 18 brought into this
country by Huddersfield
Kawasaki a couple of years
ago; one of which was ridden to
tenth place in the ’85 TT by
Jamie Whitham but failed to
reappear in successive years. In
other countries such as
Australia and South Africa,
KRs have been more
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NSR sticks its nose in the air with little provocation

successful, winning plenty of
proddie races up against RG
Gammas and LCs.
“Which one’s the fastest
then?” enquired owner/vendor
Alan as the bikes pulled onto

' the forecourt of his Chester
motorcycle store at the end of
the day. A simple question but
nonetheless hard to answer.
We’d only been able to borrow
the TZR and NSR for one day,
so we had no chance of getting
to MIRA and measuring the
bikes’ performance

{

Don'tfancy giving the KR's tanem-
twinadecoke o

empirically. Added to this the
KR was still being
conscientiously run-in by Dave
Smith, its proud owner, and
since he’d trekked all the way
from North Yorkshire to let us
play with his new toy, it didn’t
seem fair to blow it up for him.
I’m sure he’ll get round to
doing that himself soon enough
anyway.

Despite Alan’s insistence
that the NSR was one or two
mph faster than the Yam on the
flat out sections of the TT

TZR’s pérallel twin looks almost simple next to Honda and Kawa mills

NSR'’s 90-degree V-twin cowers
beneath towering frame rail

course, the TZR felt
consistently quicker round the
Chester lanes and even on a
brief blast down a local section
of motorway it would continue
torevout longer than the
Honda. Inits defence the
Honda had had a good caning
in the hands of Alan and
various other road testers so it
did have a slight excuse for
being a bit tired. But as they
stood, even taking the NSR’s
higher mileage and gearing
into consideration, the TZR » .




~ Although all three bikes have
notably similar power out-
puts, the engine designs
couldn’t be more different.
The TZR employs a re-
 vised but still familiar parallel
_ twin arrangement that’s been
~ winning races on and off the
~ track for some 30 years or
more in various states of
tune. The NSR derives its
locomotive forces from a
longitudinally mounted 90-
- degree quasi V-twin that’s
similar, but not identical, to
Fat ' sorry' Fast  Ereddie
Spencer’s phenominal 250
GP bike on which he won one
half of his amazing 1985 500/
250 world championship
crown. And the KR relies on
an equally unique tandem’
- twin arrangement first seen
on Kork Ballington’s re-
peatedly victorious, and at
the time unassailable, KR250
works racebike.

Both the Yamaha and
Honda feature an exhaust
port mounted power valve to
coax a modicum of flexibility
from predictably peaky
motors. Honda must have
burnt a tanker-load of mid-
night oil trying to stay within
the copyright laws, as the
NSR’s power valve system is
almost identical to Yamaha’s
YPVS set-up. It says quite a
lot for the relative simplicity

HONDA KAWASAKI

Alan Dugdale
Motorcycles,
Greenbank Garage,
Alvanley, Helsby,
Cheshire (092-82360)

Guarantee.............. 12 months unlimited
mileage (Engine and
gearboxonly)

Engine.....

watercooled 2-stroke |
V-twin |

Borexstroke......... 54x54.5mm

Capacity ................ 249cc

Compratio ............ 6.2:1

Carburation........... 2 X 28mm Keihins

Gearbox 6-speed

Electrics 12V 3Ah battery; 55/
60W headlamp

and effecti‘}eness of the

,Yamaha system when you

how much R&D

ten off when they shelved
their ATAC system in favour
of the competition’s design.

~ Anyone doubting Honda’s

- need to produce a bike with a

eating spec  sheet
ave a quick play with
eir calculator and work out
how much the 20,000 odd
TZRs already sold have
earned Yamaha. This should
give you some indication of
the potential profits related
o producing the rlght bike
for the market; even if it does
mean employmg a bit of bla-
tant plagiarism.

Copycat design is, how-
ever, something the KR
could never be accused of.
Power valves were still a
small eddy in the Jap de-
signers’ tea leaves when the
KR’s engine layout was first
conceived. Thus, as usual,
Kawasaki came up with their
own idea for making their
two-strokes more rideable.

By combining the KR
racers’ rotary disc with reed
valve technology — a concept
later acronymed down to
RRIS — the big K produced
an engine with both power
and flexibility. This same
method is still being used,
and to good effect, on Kawa-
saki’s AR125 learnermobile.
Pity they couldn’t have fitted
it to their wild triples though.

YAMAHA
TZR250
£2699
~Mitsui Machinery
Sales, Oakcroft Road,

‘Chessington, Surrey
(01-3975111)

KR250

12months unhmzted

mileage

watercooled 2-stroke

parallel twin
56.4x50mm
09

591

2% 28mm ﬂat—shde
Mikunis
6-speed

12V 4Ah battery; 60/
B5W headlamp

CYCLE PARTS

Pirellitubeless

120/80V17

130/70V18 f 120/80H18 .
Brakes, front 230mmdoublediscs | 320mmsingledisc
Rear:riiia i 200mm disc 20 210mm disc .
Suspension, front  Telescopicair- Ti Telescopic, screw

assiste |assi | preloadadjust

Dunlop tubeless
110/H17

anti

Pro-linksingle shock, |
screw preload adjust

Mono-cross single
shock, screw preload
adjust

DIMENSIONS

Wheelbase ............ 1360mm (53.5in)
Weight (inc 1 gal

fuel) s e 125kg (2761b)
Fuel capacity ......... 18litres (3.9 gal)
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1360mm (53.5in)
117kg (2601b)

16litres (3.5gal)

Bungee hooks hint at
KR’s userfriendliness

:fZR is marginally more

accommodating than the Honda

Exclusive...

TZR back endlooks
meaty until . . .

You cop alookat NSR's
massive derrier

KR’s fairing wins in the protect
stakes

V//ﬂ)arlly Llhbbtélnable




had the sharpest engine of the
trio, delivering a vast torrent of
noise, power and fumes every
time the seven thou blitzkrieg
barrier had been breached. By
comparison the Honda’s
marginally broader spread of
poke lessened the effect of
entering into the bike’s
powerband thereby reducing
the sensation of acceleration.
Plus it refused point blank to
spin its motor any more than a
gnats over 10,300, a couple of
hundred rpm shy of the
redline, which knocked a bit
off the ultimate top-end.

But what of the Kawasaki?
Well despite its at times
frustrating seven grand
running-in rev limit, the engine
was still able to demonstrate its
vastly superior flexibility.
Whereas opening the throttle

on either the NSR or TZR with
anything less than a five on the
tacho would result in little
more than a yawn from the
airbox and little difference to
the speedo needle’s
position,the KR would
accelerate surprisingly briskly
until the throttle had to be
rolled off to avoid entering into
the virginal part of the rev
band. Once it’s run-in the
Kawa should be good enough
to top a ton-ten on standard
gearing, only a few miles per
down on the other two. Some
of the earlier mentioned
production raced KRs in
politically unsound places such
as South Africa have been
recorded at speeds not far off
140mph so the engine’s not
short on tuning potential.
Snicking through twisting p

FRAME & SUSPENSION

Much has already been writ-
ten about the TZR’s frame
being lighter, stronger and

altogether much prettier than

: nythmg the LC had to offer.

frames — steel on the NSR,
on the TZR — to suppo
eat and tall-plece, com-

on ally swingers dangling off

the back. Taken in isolation
the two frames are so similar
_design and construction,

only  distinguishing

ar between the NSR’s main
frame rails. Other than that

 they’re nigh onidentical.

The KR has a chassis that

isn’t identical to anything
_ other than er, well, another

. A three piece item,
1cks off with four square se

tion ally tubes running back
from the headstock, two over

and two under the engine.

fact which holds true for g
:NSR too. Both the Honda"

- and the Yam’s frames are
twin spar beam-type alu-
~ minium affairs with sub-

te with massive box-sec-

ture is the small tubular

knees and loosmgia;fan' pro-
jportlon of knuckle skin with a

; ping
‘remote hydrau ic adjustors
from the comfort of the

dive complete with air assis-
tance to keep thmgs at an
even keel.

1 the }liack whe 1 depart-

g
tudmally under the engine

- where it is stretched rather

These tubes meet and bolt sad

onto a pressed swing arm
- pivot which acts as the second
- anchor point for the rear sub-

frame that in turn bolts to the
main frame to keep things

nice and sturdy. It’s less com-

plicated than it sounds but it’s
still pretty unusual.

Each manufacturer has its
own ideas for taming the road
surfaces’ bumps and craters.
The TZR’s front end carries a
set of variably damped forks
with protruding pre-load

adjusters that stiffen up

under compression to pro-

vide a degree of anti-dive,
_whilst the Honda has nothing

more than a set of air valves
and the KR uses Kawasaki’s
own hydraulic AVDS anti-

have double front and single
rear disc arrangements, the
Honda employing four-pot
calipers as on the TZR’s
single floating front frying-
pan sized disc, whilst the
Kawa seems to need just one
pot per caliper to do a similar
and occasionally superior
job. All three had enough
force to get the back wheel
hanging in mid-air and the

front tyres squealing as they

scrabbied to hang onto the
road — enough for most
headbangers.

AOLA
GLOVE
HeO -

Designed to combat the
extremes of rain, snow and
cold, the Aquaglove H,O is
probably the world’'s most
weatherproofed
motorcycling glove!

The combination of thermal
and wet-proof technology
and the skill of Frank
Thomas ensures that the
Aquaglove H,0 will aid your | _roreiLe
comfort and Tide safety by
keeping your hands warmer
and drier than they have
ever been.

The distinctive and practical
construction in black leather
with stitching in grey thread
makes this a stylish as well
as purposeful glove.

Aquaglove H,O
Total winter protection costs only £34.95
Mens sizes: S M L XL Ladies sizes: S M plus £1.50 p&p.
Access/Barclaycard phone orders 0933 652044

[ro: Frank Thomas Boots Lta, [ o

Frank Thomas Boots Ltd.

——
ELASTICATED PADDED KNUCKLE
WRIST PROTECTOR

EXTRA-LARGE
THUMB PROTECTOR

THINSULATE THERMAL LINING PRE-FORMED FINGERS

Atlanta Works, Victoria Street, Size Quantty

| irthiingborough, Northants, NNe 5RG. Mens Small |

Medium

I Please send me ..... pair(s) Aquaglove HZO Large l
at £34.95 plus £1.50 p&p per pair. Extra Large

I Enclosed is cheque/P.O.for& ............... Ladics :m:" I
made payable to Frank Thomas Boots Ltd. = el l
I 7Y oY i Sieetmrt SR RN RV LT o i o (L LR A R T e (W
AUATUTCSS Tttt solisrot o e isisr st e e s e et et 1 Dl oo e LR a S oo s ek o '
................................................................. B10..
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turning AH the
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ther two bikes,

of their better tyres and, just as
importantly, because of the

. oneinch bigger, happy-
~ medium 17 inch front wheel

olted in between their fron

forks. The TZR and NSR©

would pander to the rider’s

_every change-of-direction
‘ wmm wath ittle mo ethana
[ir i ‘

bem5 asha

 crisper !han ther the NSR or

the KR in almost every '
manoeuvre. The NSR

‘ work, hut asan all mum:i

handling package the TZR

‘the nod from me, even thcugh

Tom managed m drop it.

ismaybe
actical would
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