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WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine
is potentially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our
photos are experienced experts or professionals. Do not at-
tempt to duplicate any stunts that are beyond your own ca-
pabilities. Always wear the appropriate safety gear. Dirt Bike
does all of its testing and photography legally on public land,
or private land with permission from the owner(s), and we
abide by the local laws concerning vehicle registration and
muffler/spark arrester requirements. We are not responsible
for quality of aftermarket accessories we use.
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Hunk, you’ll love it.”’ I was sus-
picious already. ‘‘We’re going to have the
whole staff go on a dual-sport ride and we
want you to go with us.’

Ron is the new editor of Dirt Bike, and
while I’'m sure he meant well, I was also sure
he didn’t have a clue about how much I hate
dual-purpose bikes. Well, maybe not ‘‘hate’’
—perhaps ‘‘detest’’ is a better word.

Some clarification is in order. You see, I
have ridden literally hundreds of dual-pur-
pose bikes over the last 20 years, and in the
process I have lost more skin, tweaked more

aWsO] g
‘orced a smile and lied through

knees and been an advanced state of fear

_more times than I care to think about.

Am I too opinionated about this?

Yes.

However, by being old and crusty, I am
allowed to be this way and make no apolo-
gies for my stance.

Ron: Tim warned me. Joe warned me.
Even Rondo advised against it. What, I
thought, could be more fun and less harm-
ful than inviting the Hunk along on our
dual-sport ride? I mean, the worst thing that
could happen is that he would have a rot-
ten time, right?

Wrong. The worst thing that could hap-
pen is that we would have to Jisten to him
having a rotten time. If you never experi-
enced Hunky in full gripe, then just imagine
what Bob Hannah acted like when he heard
that they colorized all the old John Wayne
films—you want to keep your distance.
In truth, what was there to complain about
here? Out of the seven bikes, he was bound
to find one he liked. There were the two 350s,
the Yamaha and the Suzuki, which were cer-
tainly better than most of the pure dirt bikes
of the ’70s. If they didn’t have enough power
for the street sections then there were the big
bikes. The Suzuki DR650S, the Yamaha elec-




tric-start XT600 and the Kawasaki KLR650  The first p
It only took

all are powerful, although street-oriented,
motorcycles. Finally, there were the two Hon-
das, which were complete street bikes: the
now-discontinued (but still stocked and avail-
able) NX650 and the twin-cylinder Trans-
alp. To be honest, I really didn’t expect the
Hunk to like those.

Rick: There’s a certain sense of satisfac-
tion about gassing up a bunch of shiny new
bikes on a cool weekday morning, knowing
that you’re going to be riding while every-
one else is trundling off to work—even if
the bikes are overweight, underpowered and
half useless.

 The first part of

started squirming around in their saddles
The smaller bikes started numbing hands
and the early stages of ‘“monkey butt’’ be-
gan setting in. All of the riders were happy

to arrive at the Gorman/Hungry Valleyrid-  cycle and enjoy the ride a
ing area. Dare I say it? Riding a D/S bike The roads up to the Go
at legal speed is boring. I, personally, would ern California are rugged,

rather cover that highway in a nice car with  twisting. Even the freeway sections are sur-
the air-conditioner on and a Willie Nelson

tape playing.

DUAL VIEW & DUAL SPORT

i FRON FREEWAYS
{ 10 FIRE ROADS
& BAGK!

By Rick Sieman or Ron Lawson, depending on which parts you read

Does street-legal
mean dirt boring?

‘‘“You could train a chicken to ride one!’’
Super Hunky’s standard comment on dual-
sport bikes. Or is that ATVs?



KAWASAKI KLR650
It’s a fun bike on a fire road, but other
than that, keep the KLR on the street. It’s
not as powerful as the big Suzuki, but the
Kawasaki’s liquid-cooled, electric-start mo-
tor is super-smooth.

Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 20% dirt,
80% street.

YAMAHA XT600

The electric starter has become one of our
favorite things. The new XT has the magic
button and it feels right in the dirt, but it
doesn’t have enough power to justify all that
weight.

Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 40% dirt,
60% street.




SUZUKI DR650S
It’s bigger than some small countries, all
right, but it has gobs of power and works
surprisingly well. We only wish the mon-
strous DR has an electric starter.
Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 40% dirt,
60% street.

DAL SPORTY

rounded by stark cliffs and endless vistas.

The D/S bikes did their job well on the
pavement. They took us through all that,
giving us the opportunity to take in the sce-
nery and be a part of the surroundings. Ev-
eryone (with one possible exception) seemed
to have a good time.

Along the way we passed one truck full
of dirt bikes. The passenger was asleep and
the driver was staring blankly ahead, his
brain completely shut off aside from some
very basic motor functions. They remind-
ed me of the astronauts in 2001: A Space
Odyssey, who were cryogenically frozen
while they were traveling through space, to
be thawed out when they got to their desti-
nation. These guys in the truck are going to
wake up from their suspended animation
and be a few hours older, I thought, while
we’ve spent those hours riding. They’re
missing out.

I think they were even listening to a Wil-
lie Nelson tape.

Rick: Once we got off the regular roads,
it was as if a weight had been lifted from
our shoulders. No more highway patrolmen,
speed limits or good behavior. A few im-
promptu drag races broke out. The DR650,
Transalp and KLR650 were the horsepower
kings of the group, but they were still noth-
ing compared to a good 500 motocrosser,
which will change the rotation of the earth
if it can get enough traction. Once the goof-
ing around stopped and the riding began,
something else became obvious. The 350s

- -
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HONDA NX650
The NX isn’t officially in Honda’s line
anymore, but dealers still have lots of new
ones. It has a fantastic motor trapped in a
really weird, plastic-shrouded chassis.
Dirt Bike Dual-Sport. Scale: 10% dirt,
90% street.

were gone in a flash, leaving the big bikes
eating dust. The Suzuki 650 managed the
two-track trails slightly better than the other
big singles, but the Transalp was almost
comical.

After a half-hour of dirt roads, we hit the
base of a beautiful mountain trail, gingerly
crossed a shallow stream and started up the

YAMAHA XT350
Not much has happened to the XT350 in
the last few years. Even if it is a little dated,
though, it won’t be too far behind the new
Suzuki on any given trailride.
Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 50% dirt,
50% street.

hillside. As long as the surface was hard-
packed, I suppose the bikes worked okay,
but when slick spots were encountered, the
little ‘‘knobettes’’ became useless. You may
as well paint the rims black and leave the
tires hanging on the garage wall. Do your-
self a favor. If you spend any time off-road,
mount a pair of knobbies.

The 35-mile loop led to trails over the
8000-foot mark and a pause at the top let
the riders rest and enjoy some truly spectac-
ular scenery. I had to admit, privately, this
part of the ride was almost fun.

Ron: Super Hunky was softening. Usual-
ly, you can tell his attitude by the color of
his cigar smoke. When it’s dark brown, stay

. away. When it’s light blue, that means he’s

having a good time. It’s kind of like when
a dog has a wet nose, that sort of thing. If he
had had a cigar at the top of Alamo Moun-
tain, I think he would have been puffing
blue smoke.

DUAL SPORT

The secret in enjoying a D/S ride is in the
company you keep. If you spend too much
time worrying about someone beating you
to the top of the mountain on a full-on dirt
bike, you’ll make yourself miserable. The
truth is that it’s just as challenging and just
as much fun to climb a trail in 20 minutes
on a D/S bike as it is to do the same section
in 15 minutes on an RMX. As long as there
are no RMXs around to spoil the party, the
dual-sport bikes are in their own universe,
where all the hills are steeper and all the trac-
tion looser than they are in the regular world.
That universe has some really nice things,
too. Like electric starting. Like super-soft
suspension that makes rocky, slow sections
actually easier than they would be on an out-
right dirt bike.

Rick: Retrospect is a wonderful thing. Af-
ter the group meandered back to the start
point, the DB crew unwound, slammed down
a few cold ones and recapped the whole day.
We touched on the pros and cons of each
bike, which ones we’d buy, and so forth, and
then a strange thought crossed my alleged
mind. A few minutes later I heard myself
asking if I could borrow the Suzuki DR350
for maybe a month or two. Or three. Con-
sidering that all I’d done for a full day was
whine and moan about how much I hated
dual-sport bikes, they pressed me for details.

Here’s the deal: I travel in Baja a lot and
I see neat little trails heading off to . . . who
knows where? It would be great to just sort
of explore these narrow trails with a friend.
The ideal tool would be a dual-sport bike.

Maybe the road you want to explore is in
the mountains of the East, or the vast ex-
panses of the Western deserts, or the sugar-

HONDA TRANSALP
Believe it or not, you can take the V-twin
Transalp off-road and even have fun doing
it. Just be prepared to work real hard—and
stick to dirt roads when you do.
Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 10% dirt,
90% street.




DUAL SPORT

sand trails of the Southeast. As much as I
hate to admit it, a D/S bike is the only ma-
chine that can get the job done.

Ron: Okay, so we didn’t totally reform
Rick’s attitude about dual-sport bikes. When
a Super Hunky opinion is etched, it tends
to last longer than the half-life of nuclear
waste, but the fact that he referred to the Su-
zuki DR350S as his favorite, instead of call-
ing it the bike he hated least, makes me be-
lieve that maybe, just maybe, he enjoyed
himself more than he let on. He actually
asked to borrow the DR for a while, mak-
ing up some cockamamie story about want-
ing to explore trails in Baja.

1 think that somewhere inside he decided
that dirt bikes are fun because, among other
things, they remove limitations; they allow
you to do things that you couldn’t otherwise
do. The biggest difference is that dual-pur-
pose bikes don’t have to blast through those
limitations. They can ride right around them.
So in the case of dual-sport bikes versus Su-
per Hunky, we’ll call it a draw for now, but
don’t be surprised if you catch a glimpse of
a large figure having an absolute blast on
a DR350 in some secret Sunday riding area.
Be forewarned, though; he’ll deny ever hav-
ing been there. [

power make it a little more street-oriented
than we hoped.

Dirt Bike Dual-Sport Scale: 60% dirt,
40% street.
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